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The bells of St. Mary rang out on Friday 8th May after villagers 

observed two minutes silence at 11.00 a.m. commemorating the 

75th Anniversary of V.E. Day 
 



 

 

Westmill Village Green on the morning of Friday 8
th

 May 

2020 and how we commemorated the 75
th

 Anniversary of 

V.E. Day.  After the bells had rung we stayed and sang a 

few songs together including “We’ll Meet Again. 



 

 

 

 

 

Plans for an organised picnic in the village were obviously 

scuppered but at random times during Friday afternoon 

village folk lingered for a short while on the green, socially 

distancing of course, chatting with friends and neighbours.  

Some came armed with a picnic to share with their same 

household families, others with a bottle of wine, some with 

a flask of tea.  WWII songs played in the background, the 

sun shone and a good time was had by all.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

St Mary the Virgin,  

Westmill Church report – Summer 2020 
 
Sorry to start this report with the Church remaining closed due to  
coronavirus but the churchyard continues to flourish with the seasons.  
All thanks to our sextons for maintaining the churchyard to such a high  
standard as it has provided a peaceful and beautiful area to sit or walk  
around in these troubled times. 
   
Very sadly we have lost two well known residents of Westmill:  
David House of Tilllers End Farm, local farmer and one time Chairman of the Parish Council and 
Pearl Chambers who was born in Wakeley Village.  Our thoughts are with both their families. 
At the moment funeral services are not allowed to be held inside the Church with only a small 
number of family members attending a graveside service.  However, once we are out of the 
current situation we will be able to hold memorial services for both David and Pearl. 
 
One item of good news is that our new Church notice-board will be erected to the left of the 
lychgate behind the church wall (if it hasn’t already happened by the time you are reading this) 
together with a new sign below the existing Church one. 
 
As you can appreciate we were unable to celebrate VE Day in the Church as we would have 
wanted although permission was granted for the ringing of the bells together with the flag 
flying.   Brief events did happen throughout the village, however, with social distancing being 
the order of the day. 
 
Our Rector Reverend Ian Hill, Reverend Norman Jones and Reverend Caroline Wilson have all 
been working very hard over this lockdown period to provide online services.  Details of these 
are contained within Reverend Hill’s message on the back page of this newsletter. 
 
Hopefully there will soon be an end to lockdown and we will be able to socialise with our friends 
and families again in happier times.  Until then keep well, safe and enjoy the glorious weather.   
 
St Mary the Virgin Westmill PCC 

  

 

 
 
 

WESTMILL  ART  EXHIBITION 
 

We regret that unfortunately for the first time in its history, we have had to 
postpone this year’s exhibition for the health and safety of villagers, helpers  

and visitors.  After careful consideration we have established that we cannot achieve suitable 
social distancing or other precautions during the preparations, viewing or clearing of the 
exhibition. 
 
We hope to welcome you all next year.  If you do not paint perhaps now is a good time to start! 
 
Stay safe.  Keep well.                                                                       Olga, Westmill Art Exhibition Team 

mill Art Ex Team. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Friends of Westmill Church held its Ninth Annual General Meeting on Tuesday 3
rd

 March 2020.  
Most of the meeting was taken up with AGM paperwork, reports from the various officers regarding 
activities undertaken in 2019 and plans for 2020.  Little did we know then what was just around the 
corner! 
One of the most impressive things we learned during the AGM was the astonishing sum of money that the 
Village Lottery has contributed to FOWC funds during the last 9 years.  Over £13,000 has been raised by 
the Lottery alone so it is only right that we should thank Jan and her band of helpers for coming up with 
the idea and keeping this vital source of income running.  As you know, the Lottery is having a ‘well 
deserved rest’ for the moment until the current situation resolves itself but you can be sure it will be up 
and running again quite soon.  If you are interested in becoming a ‘player’ please let Jan know.  
At the time our AGM was held, we had just had a successful Race Night in aid of the Lychgate appeal. We 
would like to offer our thanks once again Winston, Geoff, Graham and Jeremy all those who came along 
for the most enjoyable of evenings. 
Our Treasurer was confident that proceeds from the Race Night, combined with outstanding GiftAid 
contributions, would be enough to cover the outstanding balance of the works and so it has proved!   
 Now we are all looking forward to the opportunity to put our wonderfully refurbished Lychgate back into 
regular use. 
With best wishes & hope to see you soon 
Nigel Leaney, FOWC Secretary and Webmaster    
 

 IN MEMORY OF DAVID HOUSE 
 
David Michael House was born in rural Dorset on 8th February 1944, the last year of World War 
II.  He grew up with his sister on their family’s cattle farm, milking the cows by hand and driving a 
pony and cart along the high cliffs of Egerton Hill.   
Dad’s teenage years were spent in Norfolk where he would cycle 12 miles to school in 
Attleborough. He was a keen sportsman playing football, cricket, tennis and earned an extensive 
long distance running trophy collection.  His mother took him to watch Norfolk United football 
club. 
As a young man he worked for Haileybury College farm, for an agricultural contractor, and gained 
extensive knowledge he later utilised to run his own team. 
Introduced by their parents, David and Hilary met at 20 and 17 respectively. Marriage followed, 
then in around 1973 they bought Tillers End Farm, Westmill.  After having 2 children Catherine 
and Victoria, 12 lucky years passed before they had me, their youngest daughter, Georgina.  A 
valued member of the community, Dad was a member of the Westmill Parish Council for 13 years 
- 7 as Chairman.  To quote Michael McRae, “your father was a friendly, courteous, individual... a 
good diplomat, always attending the post meeting at ‘The Sword in Hand’ with a beer in hand”.  
Our Dad died peacefully with family at home on the 6th May, 2020, aged 76.  He is now buried 
close to home at St Mary the Virgin Church, Westmill. We would all like to say thanks to all the 
locals for their kind words at this time. Known for his puns, Dad is now buried ‘dead centre’ to the 
pub and the McMullens old cricket pitch. May he rest in peace. 
 
Thank you to Georgina for these lovely words about her father. 

 
Under current govt. guidelines it’s not safe for Jenny Marsh to host Westmill Village 
Teas in her garden on 28th June as previously advertised. Should things change, or as 
soon as it becomes possible, this enjoyable event will go ahead and everyone told.    



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 Allotments in Lockdown –  

from Jen and Bernadette 
 

It is a hive of activity in the allotments since lockdown started.  Lots of new faces (some 

novice gardeners), new structures, and earnest digging are all in evidence. 

 

Progress so far:-  Chelsea has come to Westmill in the form  

of Candy and Jared’s designer allotment.   

 

                                      Jack and Colin’s could feature in  

                                      the Sunday Times Supplement!   

                                      It is very organised and productive 

                                      already – unlike Jen and  

                                      Bernadette’s who are still  

                                      battling rogue potatoes and weeds! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lucia and spaniel Poppy have been developing a shady  

sanctuary, a contrast to the busyness of the adjacent  

plot; a peaceful and tranquil retreat occasionally  

interrupted by a visiting pair of Mallard ducks on their  

way to Angela and Clif’s pond, which is set amidst a  

beautifully landscaped and abundant site, where they  

have taken up residence. 

 

Further along is Addie and  

Mick’s area with fruit   

cages bursting with growth.   

Lots of wine or jam to be  

made in the Autumn here?   

 

 

                              Scarecrows on Liz’s and her boys plot 

 next door                next door are doing a good job keeping 

                              the crops safe. Broad beans, potatoes 

                              and raspberries in abundance, as  

                              there are in Crazy Plant Lady’s (Mel)  

                              beautiful cottage garden style  

                              enclosure, also full of foxgloves and  

                              delphiniums. 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                       Amazing artichokes and asparagus are to be seen in Andrew’s                                   

                                       bountiful plot overflowing with a copious variety of crops. 

                                                                              

                                       Tucked away in a sunny corner is Jo’s  

                                        area where, despite a busy schedule,  

                                        her plants are growing vigorously.   

                                        She has been very inventive with her  

                                        plants protection devices, as we share  

                                        this space with many rabbits. 

 

Alongside, Jude, one of the younggGardeners is creating new recipes in his 

mud kitchen, whilst Hannah and Jeremy work hard developing their beds.   

Will they have time to reopen The Sword?  We hope so. 

 

 ...........  Caroline and Dave are keen to start digging as soon as their plot is 

ready and self sufficiency beckons.  Watch this space for an update.  

 

This “Good Life” style is embraced by all, enjoying the fantastic weather in this bird song 

filled environment and feeling blessed to have this haven to which we can escape. 

                  

IN MEMORY OF PEARL CHAMBERS 

 

Pearl was born in Wakeley Cottages, Wakeley village (no longer in existence) on 23
rd

 April 

1924 to father, William and mother, Lily Maud.   After living at Wakeley for two years they 

moved to Cherry Green into Gravesend Cottage.  Pearl went to work for the Twaites who lived 

in Aspenden and then back to work for Edmond Mildren at Cherry Green.   

 

Pearl met her husband Alfred John Chambers whilst he was lodging at Westmill with Buck and 

Jess Nolan. After they married Pearl and Alf moved to Fancy Hall where son Michael was born 

in 1945.  In 1947 they moved to 2 Flint Cottages, Station Hill, Westmill.  Pearl and Alf’s 

daughters, Linda and Carol were born in Haymead Hospital Bishops Stortford whilst the family 

were living there. 

 

The family moved to 4 The Terrace, Westmill in 1960 where Pearl and Alf lived until moving 

to Ashfords in Buntingford.  Sadly Alf died while they were there.  Pearl went onto live in 

Nevetts care home, Buntingford. When Nevetts closed Pearl went into Elmshurst Residential 

Home, Bishops Stortford where she was very happy until very sadly passing away.  Pearl was a 

real local lady born and bred and will be much missed. 
 
Thank you very much to Michael Chambers, Pearl’s son, for kindly providing us with all the 

information on his mum Pearl.  

 

STOP PRESS FOR ALL ALLOTMENT HOLDERS:  In the adjacent field there is  
a ready supply of horse manure.  Judy and Michael would be delighted for  
allotment holders to help themselves in exchange for a small donation to  
church funds.  Ring them on 271321 for more information.  
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WESTMILL PARISH COUNCIL (WPC) 
 

At the commencement of the coronavirus UK lockdown, WPC together with St Mary the 
Virgin Church identified residents over the age of 70 years, several of whom live alone.   
During the lockdown our Church Warden, Sue Phipps, and a Parish Councillor make a weekly 
call to review residents on the list.  We then telephone them to enquire if they are in good 
health, have adequate food supplies and any necessary medication.  This has worked well and 
our calls are welcomed and we are thanked for our concern and caring about their welfare.  
WPC is also impressed with the community spirit that has been generated where the 
residents have come together to help others with shopping and general support in these 
strange times. 
 
Our Parish Clerk for the past two years – Bernadette King – resigned her role of Parish Clerk 
on the 31st March and we are pleased to announce that Sarah Kubika has taken over the 
important position of Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer for the WPC effective 
from the 1st April 2020.  
WPC thanks Bernadette for her involvement and contribution to this role in the past and look 
forward to working with Sarah going forward.  Sarah together with her family has lived in 
Westmill for 18 years so is familiar with our village.  
 
We held our Annual Meeting of the Parish Council on the 20th May – which took place 
remotely using the ‘zoom’ network and parish councillors participated in this formal meeting.  
This meeting which is held in May each year by all Parish and Town councils was granted 
permission by the UK government to be held remotely on this occasion as a result of the 
Covid-19 situation.  
Michael McRae was again proposed as chairman for the 2020/2021 year and all the current 
councillors agreed to co-opt Bernadette King as a Parish Councillor to fill our councillor 
vacancy after receiving her formal application to join WPC. 
 
Following the Annual Meeting, WPC held a normal business parish council meeting, the 
minutes of which will be displayed on the village notice-board and our WPC website by the 
time this newsletter goes to print.  
 
The next WPC meeting is due to be held in the Village Hall on Wednesday 9th September at 
7.30pm.  
 
As the remote zoom PC meeting on the 20th May concentrated on key issues, we propose to 
hold a face to face PC meeting in July in the village Hall, if feasible, taking account of social 
distancing rules at that time.  We would then debate other parish business at that time, along 
with the usual updates on our Risk Assessment, Greg Trust, Neighbourhood Watch, Village 
Events, etc.  
 
If it is decided to hold this extra PC meeting we will advertise this on the village notice-board 
and our website, giving at least 14 days’ notice of the date and agenda items.  
 
Michael McRae, Chairman 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Westmill Community on Facebook 
 
The Westmill Community facebook 
page was set up in January. The aim 
is to pass on news of events and 
happenings of interest within the 
village. We now have over 70 
members. Membership is restricted 
to those resident within the parish 
or have some connection to the 
village. This includes family 
members so if you are not 'into 
facebook' or computers you can ask   

someone else to join on your behalf so they can show/tell you anything of interest 
to you.  (just get them to mention you in the joining questions) 
Although there have not been many events to advertise, it has been great to see 
photos and posts on those that have. (Some of which have been reproduced in this 
newsletter) There have also been amusing posts, asks for help, offers of help and 
general information. All of which hopefully build our community spirit not only 
during these strange times but will continue to do so in the future. 
Contact Mel or Bryan if you are unsure how to join: 
Tel:  273493 or email: melandsparkle@yahoo.co.uk or bryanrm96@gmail.com 
 

The Westmill WhatsApp Group 

The Westmill WhatsApp Group was created on the 19
th

 March 2020 to use as a 

platform to request or give help, brainstorm ideas, share information and lift 

spirits during this Corona time and beyond.  

It has been wonderfully heart-warming to see how our village has risen to the 

present situation. Many people have commented as to how we are all so lucky 

to be living in such a friendly, supportive and connected village. Help with 

shopping has been requested and given. Prescriptions have been collected, 

jokes and puzzles exchanged, laughter enjoyed, information shared. The speed 

of message exchange has also been hugely useful, whether to alert people of 

local crime or to seek help. A huge thank you to everyone!  

So far 44 people have signed up. If you have not joined yet and would like to, 

please get in touch with Mel Outram on 07957 210190  
 

TWO  VILLAGE  INITIATIVES  REALLY  HELPING  IN  LOCKDOWN   

mailto:melandsparkle@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:bryanrm96@gmail.com


                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Everyone at the Guild of St George extends to its tenants and all the residents 
of Westmill their very best wishes during this testing time. We have been in 
contact with our friends at the Greg Trust and the Parish Council and are very 
pleased, and not at all surprised, to hear that a strong community spirit 
prevails and that the most vulnerable are being fully supported.  
For those of you who are interested, the refurbishment of 1 School Cottages 
has been delayed due to supply issues during the lockdown but we hope to 
have the property completed in the early summer. 
  

 

 

 

T & M GREG TRUST - update 

 
It has been a strange time for us all and I am writing this while we are still in lockdown 
but beginning to see signs of change. By the time you read it our world and the village 
will be very different again.  
Sadly, we had to close the Village Hall and Westmill Nursery when lockdown started 
and nurseries and schools closed.   
We were also obliged to close the Children’s Playground with the play equipment in 
line with government guidelines to avoid people coming into close contact.  All 
children’s playgrounds in Hertfordshire are still closed at present, but we hope by the 
time you read this the playground will be open again, though with strict social 
distancing.  
On the up side the demand for allotments has increased and we have allocated all our 
allotments and now have a waiting list which is excellent news.  Hedge trimming and 
tree work was carried out earlier in the year so was not affected by the lockdown. 
Stay safe and in good health 
Julia Carter, Chair 
 

WESTMILL  TEA  ROOM 
 

We are still taking orders for our 

WHOLE CAKES AND BATCHES OF SCONES 

for you to enjoy at home. 

Please contact us to order or for more information. 

TEL: 01763 274 236 

EMAIL: westmilltearoom@gmail.com 

  



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 

  FREE RANGE 

EGGS  £1.00   
per half dozen. 

Will deliver in 

Westmill village.  
01763 272516 

Ideal for garden parties or events when weather 
conditions might be a worry, you  
can hire this splendid marquee 
 for a nominal charge.   
It will hold 40-60 people.  
Enquiries to:   07791  491293 

 

VILLAGE HALL 
The Greg Trust hires out the hall which is  

especially suitable for daytime gatherings &  

children's parties.     

All enquiries to:   

Mike McRae  272147 

or email  

mjsmcrae@aol.com 

 

Mathematics 
Tutoring 
GCSE Maths, A level 
Maths  
or A level Further 
Maths.  
Highly experienced 
maths teacher in Key 
Stage 4 and 5.  

Contact Bryan on  
01763 273493  

 
 

Thanks to the Guild of St. 
George who have paid for 
the printing of this issue of 
the Newsletter and to 
everyone who contributes. 

 

Logs cut to size and 
delivered to your home. 

 
 
 
Mr J Moule 
01763 272516 07813 249778 

 

 

 

 
For Sale 
  
 
   
  
  

 

Local 
Honey 
For Sale 
 

Raw, natural local honey. 
Bees are managed ethically 
& only excess honey 
extracted. 

£5  for 1lb jar.   
Contact Bryan 01763 273493   

 

 
 
 
 

Thanks to Matt in partnership with 

Hertfordshire Display  

 
who afford us “mates rates” for printing the 
newsletter. 

 
51 High Street, Ware, Herts.  
SG12 9BA  (01920) 461191     
 
matt@hdprint.co.uk 

 

mailto:matt@hdprint.co.uk


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             A  MESSAGE  FROM  REVEREND  IAN  HILL 
       

Challenging times can highlight strengths and weaknesses in communities.  
 The present Covid crisis has brought out the best in the community of  

Westmill, as people have pulled together and supported each other; in one  
sense this is just a continuation of how Westmill has been in normal times.   
This demonstrates an important spiritual principle, that it is important to get 
into good habits when things are easy, as it is so much harder to break bad  

habits when things are tough.  The community of Westmill has, for generations, nurtured those good 
habits of care and love, and they are bearing a rich fruit now. 
 
For each of us this raises the question:  “What good habits do I want to develop during this time?”  It might 
also raise the question:  “What good habits do I wish I had developed before lockdown?”  and “which good 
habits will I commit to developing after lockdown?” 
 
I have found it very hard being forbidden from entering the churches to pray, and am grateful the 
prohibition has now been lifted for clergy; going back into St Mary the Virgin for a time of quiet personal 
prayer was quite profound.  I am only sorry that I cannot yet share that experience with you.  The official 
national rhetoric that “our buildings may be closed but our church remains active” is true, but misses the 
value and importance of meeting together for worship.  At this time when as a society we need to meet 
with God more than ever, it breaks my heart that we cannot do that in God’s house. 
 
During this crisis, in terms of worship, we have been sharing with our sister churches of St Mary’s 
Aspenden, and St Peter’s, Buntingford, which has been an enriching experience for us all and  has given us a 
closeness which we can hopefully build on in the future.  Every Sunday we have a Zoom service of Morning 
Worship at 10.15, with hymns!  Mindful that not everyone can (or wants) to access Zoom, we have also 
produced a weekly PDF “Church at Home” pack, which provides everything needed to worship alone or in a 
family.  For anyone not on email we could arrange to hand deliver copies if you wish.  We also now have a 
YouTube channel for the benefice: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSndEGsTrSksviYIztsT5HQ 
We have uploaded hymns with subtitled words which you can sing along to, Holy Communion services, 
“Church at Home” packs and even a Collective Worship with Humphrey the Camel and Ewe the Sheep! 
As if all this new technology was not enough, we also have a new website for the benefice coming soon.  
This has been professionally built, with pages for each of the churches and will hopefully over time become 
the first port-of-call for information about our churches and what’s going on. 
https://www.unitedbenefice.org.uk 
 
Amongst all that is going on, we must remember those who have suffered, whether Covid related or not.  
People in our community and their close relatives have been seriously ill, and people have died during this 
time.  With all the restrictions in place, it has not always been possible for contact and communication to 
have been as we would have wished, and that is a very high price to pay.  Similarly, funerals have not been 
as we might have expected, although we have rediscovered just how profound a simple graveside funeral 
can be, and memorial services for those who have died at this time can be held later.  So, please do pray 
for all those affected in so many ways at this time. 
 
I have found it hard not being allowed to shake people’s hands at this time and not being allowed to spend 
time in close proximity with others, and I am sure I am not alone in this.  When this has passed, and when 
we no longer have to socially distance, let’s have a fantastic community event to celebrate all the good that 
so many people have done at this time. 
 
May God bless you all. 
Reverend Ian Hill 

 

Logs cut to size and 
delivered to your home. 

 
 
 
Mr J Moule 
01763 272516  07813 249778 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSndEGsTrSksviYIztsT5HQ
https://www.unitedbenefice.org.uk/

