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CAROLS ON THE GREEN

Sunday 23 December 2018
Meet us around the Tree @ 6.30 pm
Followed by Mulled Wine, Stollen &
Mince Pies in the Village Hall.
This is a great way for those living in Westmill to
meet together and also to welcome new villagers.

Donations of wine or snacks welcome.
Bring a torch!
Ray Partridge, Westmill Events 273654

At the end of August, I learned that I had secured a
ballot place in Armistice 2018 “A Nation’s Thank
You”, organised by the Government and an
opportunity for members of the public to form a
procession past the Cenotaph and pay tribute to
those that served during WW1, on the 100th
anniversary of the signing of the Armistice.
I was thrilled to be offered a place but at the same
time had mixed emotions since I usually play Last
Post and Reveille at the Remembrance Day Service,
a task that I would be unable to perform for the
Centenary commemoration.
Over the last few years Mike Harding and I have
been researching the names that we see inscribed
on the village war memorial and so, in honour of
the 11 men of Westmill who didn’t come home, I
took a poppy wreath inscribed with their names to
lay at the Cenotaph on behalf of the village.
A BBC researcher contacted me to see if I would take part in the Royal British Legion Festival of
Remembrance at the Albert Hall after reading about my Grandfather’s service. They were
including a segment focussing on descendants of those that served in WW1. If you are
interested, you can read more about my experience on my blog at
https://nleaney.wordpress.com
On Sunday, I set out from home near Cambridge at 6.15am and travelled to The Mall where the
procession was to form up. There were 10,000 taking part and we were allocated columns in
which we would process. In total there was to be 12 columns with over 800 people allocated to
each. I was fortunate to be allocated a place in Column A which would lead the procession!
The beginning of the ‘2 Minutes Silence’ was signalled by the guns of the King’s Troop, Royal
Horse Artillery positioned in Horse Guards Parade just to our right.
I am used to the ‘The Exhortation’ being read and the Last Post signalling the start of the silence,
so I wasn't really expecting gunfire! Big Ben had also been reinstated to strike 11.00am. The
silence was ended by the guns of the King’s Troop and we were able to watch the service from
Whitehall on large screens.
Last Post was played superbly by Buglers from the Royal Marine Band
and the wreath laying commenced with Prince Charles laying the first
on behalf of the Queen who looked on from the Balcony of the Foreign
Office.
We continued to watch as 10,000 Veterans of all ages paid their respects
to the fallen of World War I, World War II and other wars and conflicts
that have taken place since.
At 12.20pm Column A was signalled to move forward and headed
through Admiralty Arch led by the Christ's Hospital School Band.
Turning right into Whitehall where we halted, waiting for the last of the
Veterans parade to clear the route ahead of us.
At 12.30pm Big Ben struck again. This was the signal for our procession to
start and for bells across the world to ring in thanksgiving for the end of
the First World War.

As we reached the Cenotaph, our wreaths were handed to Scouts and Guides to lay on our
behalf while we continued. It was considerably less formal than the
Veterans that marched before us - I expect the procession was supposed
to represent the general public and, overall, the general public haven’t
had much training to march! Some stopped to take photos as they
reached the Cenotaph. For my part, I turned my eyes to the
memorial in salute to pay my respects before completing the
procession. I was able to revisit the Cenotaph again during the
week. It was humbling to be able to spot the wreath that I had
laid amongst hundreds of others.

It was a weekend that I was privileged to be able to take part in and one that I will never
forget.
Nigel
Westmill War Dead
1914-1918
Thomas J Abrahams; George Cranville; Percy G Darton; C James Edwards; Harry Hagger;
Percy J Hall; E W Humphreys; Bertie Pegram; John G Sammons; Frederick White;
Walter White
1939-1945
Peter R Mildren
At 8.45am on Sunday 11th November our local bell ringing team rang muffled bells in
memory of those men from Westmill who gave their lives during the two world wars.
At 12.30pm the same team rang the bells at Aspenden in commemoration of the end of the
1914-1918 war. Bell ringers throughout the country all rang their bells at the same time.
We ringers felt it a privilege to be part of this national commemoration.
Margaret Addicott, Hilary Austin, John Bowman, Helen Cowler, Rosemary Poulton,
Sarah Precious, Michael Thody, Claire White.

ST MARY THE VIRGIN WESTMILL
Winter Church Report
Another year is almost at the close in the Church. Sadly this year we have
seen the passing of several local people, John McMullen, Sheila Ormond,
Jenny Soar, Frank Ansell, Win Robinson and Roy Cobden. On a happier
note we had the lovely wedding of Mark and Sarah Pankhurst in July.
Just to recap on a few of the events during the Church year:

(Recently cleaned church path with the
two restored tombs in the background)

March saw the annual and successful Daffodil Coffee Morning being
held by kind permission of Lord and Lady Carter with funds being raised for the Church.
In the summer we held Westmill Teas by kind permission of Jenny Marsh, where money was raised for the
Church and also for the Parkinson’s Society.
We also saw the repairs of the two ‘at risk’ tombs situated in the front of the Churchyard. Work was
completed on the base of the bell tower in the spring and sack covering was removed. New heaters were
installed in the Children’s Room.
Reverend Ian Hill went on sabbatical for July and August with his family. However, we were fortunate to
have services lead by a number of visiting clergy.
October saw the annual Churchyard Clearance which was well attended. The Churchyard continues to look
splendid with the paths being cleaned which not only look nice but prevents them getting slippery and
dangerous in wet weather.
To date the Westmill Discussion Group, held on a Monday fortnightly at 3.30 by kind permission of Diane
and David Plummer and led by Reverend Norman Jones, is going very well.
Rhyme Time run by the Hertfordshire Family Centre Service, has been gaining in popularity. The third
one will be held in the Children’s Room in the Church on Friday 23 rd November between 1.30 and 2.30,
for between 0 to 5 year olds. There is a charge of £3 but this is not compulsory.
Progress is being made with the church facilities. A PCC meeting was held recently where several
possibly locations for a tea point and toilet were discussed and these ideas will soon be carried forward to
the Diocese and our Architect. Negotiations are continuing for the erection of a plaque in memory of Peter
Mildren and it is hoped in the not too distant future to see this in place below the existing war memorial in
the Church. A plaque showing that there are two war graves in the church yard should soon be erected by
the lychgate.
The Act of Remembrance was held on Sunday 11th November with muffled bells being rung to mark the
Armistice Day. This year, as you will read in his report, Nigel Leaney took part in the amazing parade at
the Cenotaph where he very kindly laid a wreath in memory of those lost in WW1 from Westmill. Nigel
was also invited to attend the Royal Festival of Remembrance as you will read.
Many thanks to all in the village for the support received for the Church throughout the year and we wish
everyone a very Happy Christmas and a very healthy and prosperous 2019.
St Mary the Virgin PCC, November 2018

PLEASE COME ALONG TO THE NATIVITY SERVICE
AT 5.30 ON CHRISTMAS EVE - ALL VERY, VERY WELCOME.

WESTMILL PARISH COUNCIL
We are pleased to announce that Anne Downes has joined us as a Parish
Councillor appointed at our PC meeting on 28th August 2018. Anne has
taken a councillor vacancy following the resignation of Richard Wood earlier
this year. Anne has lived in Westmill for over 3 years and has several
years’ experience as a Parish Councillor in the Hertfordshire village where
she lived before Westmill, so we look forward to her involvement with WPC.
We therefore have a full council with six councillors and our Parish Clerk
and Responsible Financial Officer, Bernadette King.
BT Broadband
WPC continue to contact BT/Openreach to obtain updates when the
improved broadband service will be available for Westmill residents.
Openreach have recently changed their project management dealing with
this service which has not been very helpful! We understand there have
been some faults on the fibre connections from the Aspenden cabinet to
the new Westmill cabinet. BT hope to have the Westmill cabinet
commissioned and operational by the end of November, following which
subscribers will be able to upgrade with their respective telecom providers
to the faster fibre broadband service.
Our parishioners in Cherry Green are also anxious to have an improved
broadband service so we are continually requesting news as to when the
fibre cabling will be installed up to Cherry Green. The latest information is
that this is now likely to be connected at the end of March 2019
Highways
We are pleased that both bridges on the lanes into the village from the A10
have now been repaired.
We are also in contact with Highways to try to get repairs done to the
damaged caused by a vehicle on the corner of the A10 and Station Hill.
If anyone wishes to report a pothole problem this can be done by going
onto the Hertfordshire County Council website. Go into Highways and
Report a Pothole. They will acknowledge your request and hopefully repair
the pothole soon after they have been notified.
High Street Trees. The 18 Lime trees on the verge down the High Street
are due to be pollarded over the winter. This is necessary every two years
to ensure they retain their round ‘ball’ shape when in leaf.
Parish Council Meeting
Our next PC meeting is on the 5th December at 7.30pm in the Village
Hall. The agenda will be posted on the village notice board
and also shown on the WPC website.
(www.westmillparishcouncil.co.uk)
Mike McRae, November 2018

WESTMILL EVENTS
With the Carols on the Green finishing off our
events for 2018 we are straight back with our
AGM on Thursday 4th January 2019. After a very
short business meeting we would welcome you all to
chat over a glass of wine about our future plans - or
bring ideas of your own. We are particularly keen to
hear how we might enable the more isolated members
of our village to attend our functions, or devise ones
that they would like to attend.
We are a very small committee at the moment and could do with a couple of more
members to share the load. We have the following dates already booked for 2019:
AGM

THURSDAY 4TH JANUARY 7.30 IN THE VILLAGE HALL

QUIZ NIGHT

SATURDAY 16TH FEBRUARY 7.30 – VILLAGE HALL

VILLAGE PICNIC

SUNDAY 21ST JULY IN THE PARK

VILLAGE SUPPER

SATURDAY 26TH OCTOBER – VILLAGE HALL
Put them in your new diary!
See you all on the green.
Richard Wood
Chair, Westmill Events

On Saturday 8th December
a group of us will be singing Christmas
carols and songs in Buntingford for a couple
of hours.
We will be meeting at the top of the High Street at 10.00 a.m. inside the library, and will
sing our way down through the town ending up in the Co-op supermarket.
This is our third year raising funds for Essex & Herts Air Ambulance and if anyone
would like to join in the fun whilst supporting such a good cause please come along.
You’ll be very welcome even if you can only make it for part of the time.
Jan James (272217)

T & M GREG TRUST
Trustees:
Earl Robinson who has successfully chaired the T & M Greg Trust for the past 11
years has now resigned as a Trustee due to now not residing in Westmill. The village
is very appreciative of his guidance, support and involvement in making many
improvements to the Greg Trust’s facilities during this time.
We are pleased to announce that Lady Julia Carter of Coles has joined us as a
Trustee effective from the 1 st October 2018. It is very appropriate that Lady Carter
resides on land where the original Greg’s family house, known as The Mansion, was
located for many years. When this was demolished following the passing of the Greg
family, three new country houses were constructed at Coles Park in the 1950’s. Lord
and Lady Carter have lived in Westmill for nearly 30 years and we look forward to
Lady Carter’s input and contribution with the management of the TMGT going
forward.
The current Trustees are:- Michael McRae (11 years on the Trust), Alan Gibson (5
years), Stephen Willson (3 years) and Lady Julia Carter.
For those residents new to the village, the Greg Trust was initially formed in the
1920’s when Mary Hope Greg donated some of the properties owned by the Greg
family for the benefit of the village. Further Greg owned land was added over several
years and the T & M Greg Trust was formally registered with the Charity Commission
in 1964 (54 years ago).
Our Village Hall was originally a 17th Century barn, complete with a thatched roof,
and was part of the Vine Farm owned by the Greg’s. This was converted to a village
hall by Thomas and Mary Greg in 1901 which was then officially opened by Thomas
Greg himself at a village supper. We still hold a copy of his speech from that
memorable evening.
The Greg Trust today is very active in Westmill and owns and manages our Grade II
listed Village Hall, Children’s Playground, Recreation Field and adjoining Grazing
Field, Village Allotments and Copse – known as The Twitchel - along with three Grade
II listed cottages.
The trustees’ key responsibility is to manage and maintain these important village
assets on behalf of village residents and visitors to our attractive village, to be
enjoyed by future generations and to meet the wishes and legacy of Mary Hope Greg.
PLEASE NOTE WE CURRENTLY HAVE SOME ALLOTMENTS AVALABLE FOR USE.
If anyone is interested please contact the trustees on 07788 721789, or email:trustees@tmgt.uk
The trustees look forward to hosting the ‘Village Get
Together’ for mulled wine and mince pies in the village
hall following the annual ‘Carols Round the Tree’ event
at 6.30 p.m. on Sunday 23rd December 2018.
Mike McRae, November 2018

Annual Churchyard Tidy Up
The Annual Churchyard tidy up took place as
planned on Saturday 13th October. The rain and
the wind were extremely kind to us and we
managed to get a large number of outstanding
jobs completed.
Many thanks to all the regulars who attended and
particular thanks to the new faces. Also a special
thanks to the ladies who made and served us all
with refreshments, cakes and biscuits.
It was an enjoyable morning with everyone mucking
in.
There was a great turn out and in addition to the
clearing/tidying jobs we normally carry out at this
time we were also able to tackle some of the jobs
that we would have struggled to do ourselves; particularly pruning
of the trees down the pub fence side which will now allow us to
develop a piece of land down that side for future interments. Also a
willing band of volunteers cleaned and renovated all the Church
paths and walkways.
Once again, a big thank you from Michael, Owen and myself and we
hope to see you all next year.
Winston
th

Sharing Picnic 16 September 2018
In celebration of the glorious summer weather villagers of all ages
gathered on the playing field for a Sunday afternoon sharing picnic.
Laid out in the marquee loaned by Mike Thody the wonderful
spread included everything from home made fish balls and roasted
chicken to cakes and pastries - all made for sharing amongst
the gathering.
Fun games laid on by Mike McRae,
Owen King and Richard Wood included
a croquet course, a putting competition
and stack-a-stubby with certificates
handed out to the lucky winners.
The picnic was a wonderful opportunity
for a catch up with familiar faces whilst
those newer to the village had the chance
to get to know their neighbours.
Jo Bell

WESTMILL ART EXHIBITION
Once again we had a very successful
event. We had 46 artists from the
surrounding area exhibiting, an increase
on last year, and 258 paintings on show.
Once again all commented on the quality
of the exhibits. We sold a total of 44
paintings which will provide valuable
funds for village projects in the coming
year. Thanks to all the artists without
whom there would be no show and to
the many customers who
bought paintings.
Rita Pickup

A little bit about The Mustard Seed Singers
soon to be two years old!
We’re primarily a small group of people
who enjoy singing together and have put on
concerts to raise money for the benefice
churches and a couple of charities. Our
concert next spring at St Mary’s Westmill is
in memory of our friend and singing
colleague Jenny Soar, and later on in 2019
we are delighted to have been asked to put
on a concert as part of Christ Church
URC’s 200 year celebrations.
Some of our members sing with other
choirs as well - Royston Choral Society,
Buntingford Community Choir and
Braughing Sing, and at Christmas most of
us form part of St Mary’s Church Choir
Aspenden for their Candlelight Service
every year. (7.30 pm Friday 21st December)
We’re don’t fall into any one specific or
main musical genre and we’ll happily tackle
pretty much anything, modern, traditional,
pop, rock, folk, choral, sacred and secular;
but having said that it’s quite hard to try
and encourage others to join us when we
haven’t got a definite image to promote.
We’re just very open and welcoming to
anyone who wants to come along and find
out first-hand what we’re about.
TMSS is only fifteen strong and much of
what we sing is a capella so if you enjoy
singing, can hold a tune and would like to
be part of a small group we meet at 7.00
p.m. in St Peter’s Church in Buntingford on
Thursday evenings. If you’d rather ask a
few questions first then please email
brinkman07@hotmail.co.uk or call Jan on
01763 272217.

Local Honey
for Sale
£4 for 12oz Jar
Contact Bryan
01763 273493

Ideal for garden parties or events
when weather conditions might
be a worry, you can hire this
splendid marquee for a nominal
charge. It will hold 40-60 people.
Enquiries to: 07791 491293

Raw, natural, local honey. Bees are
managed ethically and only excess
honey extracted

VILLAGE HALL
The Greg Trust hires out the hall
which is especially suitable for
daytime gatherings &
children's parties.
All enquiries to:
Mike McRae 272147
or email mjsmcrae@aol.com
The Friends of Westmill Church village lottery
continues to provide valuable funds to allow the
Trustees to help with the maintenance of the Church.
Many thanks to all our regular participants.
Anyone wishing to support the ongoing maintenance
of the Church in this way and who would like to join
can do so by contacting Jan James on 01763 272217.

NOW IN PARTNERSHIP WITH
PLUMBS DAIRY
Support our dairy herds and if you’re keen to
help the environment too
your milk can be delivered in glass bottles!

Tel: 01223 893033
Email: info@plumbs-dairy.co.uk
www.plumbs-dairy.co.uk

Thanks to Matt of FINGERPRINTS DESIGN who affords us
“mates rates” for printing the newsletter.
Pimlico House, Gascoyne Way Hertford Herts. SG13 8EA
(01992) 581302 print@fingerprintsdesign.co.uk
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printing of this issue ofWestmill Village News.
Thanks as well to all those who contribute.

the

FREE RANGE
EGGS £1.00
per half dozen.
Will deliver in
Westmill village.

01763 272516

Logs cut to size and
delivered to your home.
Mr J Moule
01763 272516
07813 249778

ST MARY THE VIRGIN WESTMILL
Church Services December 2018,
January and February 2019
Sunday 2nd December
1st Sunday of Advent

9.30 Morning Worship

Sunday 9th December
2nd Sunday of Advent

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 16th December

NO SERVICE (Holy Communion Services 9.30am at St Mary’s
Aspenden and 11am at St Peter’s Buntingford)

Sunday 23rd December
4th Sunday of Advent

9.30 Holy Communion

Monday 24th December
Christmas Eve

5.30 Nativity Service

Sunday 30th December

NO SERVICE (Holy Communion Services 9.30am at St Mary’s
Aspenden and 11am at St Peter’s Buntingford)

Sunday 6th January

9.30 Morning Worship

Sunday 13th January

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 20th January

NO SERVICE (Holy Communion Services 9.30am at St Mary’s
Aspenden and 11am at St Peter’s Buntingford)

Sunday 27th January

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 3rd February

9.30 Morning Worship

Sunday 10th February

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 17th February
Sunday 24th February

NO SERVICE (Holy Communion Services 9.30am at St Mary’s
Aspenden and 11am at St Peter’s Buntingford)
9.30 Holy Communion

ALL VERY WELCOME. PLEASE STAY FOR
COFFEE AND CHAT AFTER THE SERVICES.

