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Remember clocks
go forward and

British Summer Time begins
on Mother's Day

Sunday 26th March

St Mary the Virgin, Westmill
Spring Church Report
Another year in the Church has began
and a good sign that Spring is round the
corner is the magnificent display of
Snowdrops in the churchyard, as
pictured.
At the end of November last year we held an Organ Recital to mark the
completion of the refurbishment of the Church organ by Andrew Stevens .
The evening was a big success with organists
namely Peter Eaglesfield, John Edwards,
Martin Outram, Chris Peirce and Damien White
playing their favourite pieces. The Choir also
performed two choral pieces conducted by
Chris Pierce. Monies were raised for the
Facilities Fund and the general Church Fund
together with donation to the organ fund to
help towards the remaining costs of the refurbishment.
The Christmas Eve Nativity Service went very well with all the children
participating and dressing up to make for an amazing Christmas tableau.
Since the work was completed last year on the West Door some dark patches
have appeared to the surround. These have been looked at by our
stonemason and it is hoped to sort out the problem in the near future.
As mentioned in the last Church Report Melanie, the Church Architect has
carried out last year an extensive Quinquennial Report, this being a 5 year
survey of the Church required by the Diocese and this very detailed and
informative report has been received. There are a number of items which
need attention for example the rendering to the bottom of the bell tower is
falling away and we need to have this replaced to avoid damp getting in. This
is amongst a few of the jobs recommended by our Architect to be done over
the next year, with other work required over the next few years. However,
overall our Architect was really pleased with the condition of the church and
Team Westmill were to be congratulated.

No further progress at the present time with plans for Church Facilities (toilet
and kitchen) as we need to raise £2500 to cover the cost of Stage 1 & 11. At
the moment the funds stand at £435. However we are planning to hold a few
fund raising events this year so read on!
We are really pleased to announce the annual Daffodil Coffee Morning on
Tuesday 28th March at 10am to 12 noon at The Pump House, Coles Park,
Westmill by kind permission of Lord and Lady Carter. Come and pick some
daffodils and enjoy tea and coffee in beautiful surroundings.
On Sunday the 25th June we will be holding a Pet Service 3pm in the
Churchyard which will be led by the Revd Norman Jones. Collections will be
held for both the Church Facility Fund and the Mare and Foal Sanctuary in
Devon. More details to follow through the letter box.
Another important date for your diary is the Strawberry Fayre and Table Top
Sale on Saturday 15th July, to be held in the Churchyard. This event to be
kindly overseen by Cath Bishop, further details within this newsletter. Monies
raised will go to the much needed Church Fund. This will be a lovely summer
event, do support.
Due to the success of the Choir and the Organ Recital, it was suggested that
the choir carry on and form a United Benefice Choir – named by Sarah and all
agreed to The Mustard Seed Singers (the name derived from the parable of the
mustard seed). The Choir is lead by Chris Peirce, Sarah Hill and Lucia.
Rehearsals are underway at the moment for a concert on the 1st April at St
Peter’s, a date for your diary! Concerts, which will not all have the same
content, will also be held in St Mary’s Aspenden and at Westmill in the future.
After costs proceeds will be awarded to the hosting Church. New members
very welcome. Tickets available for £6 from Sue 01763 273207 and the
Cheese Plate in Buntingford.
The Church is lucky enough to have five weddings this year, one in June, two in
July, one in August and one in October. We wish all our future Brides and
Grooms a happy wedding and wonderful futures together.
Wishing everyone a healthy and happy Spring.
Westmill PCC February 2017

Protect your Computer
Dear Watch Member,
Internet analysis has revealed that many computers in Hertfordshire are infected with harmful
software called Banking Trojans, which can be unintentionally downloaded via a malicious
email attachment or an infected web page. Once installed, the Trojan can lie dormant until the
user next accesses their online bank account, when it may attempt to steal their bank account
username and password, sending the details to the criminal controlling it.
To protect your computer from banking trojans and other harmful software, it is advisable to:
ensure your operating system automatically updates; ensure you have up to date anti-virus
software installed and switched on; and use strong passwords. Advice about these three steps
can be found in the attached “Protect Your Computer” factsheet.
If you suspect your system may be infected with a Banking Trojan it is recommended to carry
out the following steps
1. Scan your systems with Windows Defender in offline mode. Microsoft’s specialised version
of its Anti-virus software, Windows Defender, is unique in that it forces the system to restart
with minimal resources, while allowing the software to detect persistent and complex malware,
which is otherwise capable of avoiding detection. Windows Defender is easy to use and guides
you through the process of removing Malware. This link is a download link for Windows
Defender Offline (free) and details about how to use it: https://support.microsoft.com/enus/help/17466/windows-defender-offline-help-protect-my-pc
2. Once complete, it is advisable to: immediately update your operating system and ensure it
automatically updates in future; ensure you have up to date anti-virus software installed to
protect you from this point forward; and consider changing your online banking password.
Advice about these three steps can be found in the attached “Protect Your Computer” factsheet.
Download Associated Documents
Documents accompanying this message are linked below. Click to download and open a file
which use the popular PDF format. If you experience problems downloading or viewing a file
please visit this help page.


Protect your Computer (291 KB)

Regards,
Derrick Sweeney
Watch Liaison Officer
Neighbourhood Watch
Email: derrick.sweeney@herts.pnn.police.uk Tel: 01707 355841

Introducing the Mustard Seed Singers
April 1st at 7:30pm
St Peter’s Church, Market Hill, Buntingford
A choral extravaganza celebrating a variety of styles and eras of choral music both sacred and
secular. This new choir based in the United Benefice of Aspenden, Buntingford and Westmill,
welcomes you to our inaugural concert in aid of the restoration fund for St Peter’s – take a
look at the outside brickwork and you’ll see the need!
Tickets are £6, available from Toby at The Cheese Plate, 26 High Street, Buntingford or
alternatively call 01763 273207. A complimentary glass of wine or juice will be available during
the interval.
Our choir name is taken from the parable of the mustard seed in the New Testament where a
small seed grows into a large tree – we hope the small seed of an idea to form this choir will
grow into a great choral tradition presenting concerts in all of our churches, and elsewhere,
raising money for good causes, celebrating wonderful music and drawing our community
together.

WESTMILL EVENTS
Our Village Family Supper seems a long time ago but was memorable for great
food and fun.
There was a good turnout for the Carols on the Green and for the seasonal
refreshments afterwards. Hope that you all enjoyed it. Thanks to all who helped
and to those who donated.
Have you any film or video of past events in the village? We would like to hear
about them and would be willing to convert them into a modern format. About 20
years ago there was a Son et Lumiere telling a history of the village which was
performed in the churchyard. However, we have not been able to trace a copy.
Our aim is to show them in the Village Hall one evening in the near future.
Let me know if you have any ideas for activities that we can arrange in the coming
months.
Raymond Partridge 273654 raymond@covey152.plus.com

GREG TRUST UPDATE
One of the main responsibilities of the trustees is the ownership and management of the
village hall. This was originally a 17th century grain barn belonging to the Vive Farm. It was
donated to the village for use as a village hall in 1901 and some of the original beams and
timbers can still be seen in the hall today. We continue to carry out ongoing maintenance to
ensure the hall remains in good condition for future generations. Needless to say this
attractive hall is also a listed building.
We are represented on the East Herts Council Village Halls and Community Buildings group
that meets three times per year to discuss common issues regarding these buildings, which we
find useful. As an example, we have managed to reduce our insurance premium by nearly half,
through being introduced to a broker who specialises in village hall cover.
Other assets owned by the Greg Trust include the Recreation Field (Football ground), a 2.3 acre
grazing field adjacent to the Recreation Field, the Children’s Playground complete with play
equipment, the Village Allotments, along with The Twitchel (small wooded copse)and three
cottages located on the village green which are all Grade 11 Listed.
Village Hall – the trustees recently arranged to have a fire
inspection carried out at the hall by a Hertfordshire Fire
Service Inspector. We wanted to ensure that we meet
current fire regulations and were pleased to learn that we
are compliant. There are however, a few recommendations
that he suggested which we are dealing with.
The village hall is to be used as the Westmill Polling Station
for the Hertfordshire County Council councillor elections on
Thursday 4th May, then on the evening of Tuesday 30th May (provisional date) for East Herts
Council officials will hold a small exhibition on their proposed revised Westmill conservation
area report.
Allotments – the trust appointed a qualified arborist to cut back some of the smaller internal
allotment trees and trim the hedges. This work will create more sunlight into the allotments,
along with tidying and improving the appearance of the allotment area.
We currently have one small allotment plot available, so if anyone is interested please contact
Michael McRae on 01763 272147, email:- mjsmcrae@aol.com
Grazing Field – This field is still rented, but the shire horses who have spent several months in
this field are away been stabled during the winter months. They should be back in the field
when the grass has some growth.
Recreation Field – The trustees have done a fire risk assessment at the pavilion, as a result fire
extinguishers have now been installed. Arrangements will shortly be made for having the grass
cut in the main field along with the general maintenance of the hedges and the surrounds to
the pavilion area. This will commence in the spring.

Cottages – we have received some positive comments from both residents and visitors of our
two cottages overlooking the village green, which have had extensive repairs carried out to all
the front windows, along with a complete external decoration. We are very pleased with the
work carried out there and in spring this year we are planning to carry out any necessary
repairs and exterior decoration to Village
Hall Cottage.
If you should have any comments or
suggestions the trustees can be contacted
by email at:- trustees@tmgt.uk
Michael McRae
T & M Greg Trust

DAFFODIL AND COFFEE MORNING
TO BE HELD AT
The Pump House, Coles Park, Westmill, Buntingford.
Tuesday 28th March 2017 at 10am to 12 noon
By kind permission of Lord and Lady Carter
Come along and enjoy picking a bunch of
daffodils and have a coffee in the delightful
setting of The Pump House.
Entrance £3 to include coffee or tea and cake and
a bunch of daffodils.
There will also be a raffle. Proceeds from the
morning to go to St Mary the Virgin, Westmill
DIRECTIONS: The Pump House is situated about 1 mile from Westmill on the road to
Nasty and The Mundens just past Tillers End Farm on the left
(by the enormous stone on the roadside).
Turn left just in front of the brown picket fence. It will be signposted.
Any donations of cakes gratefully received which can
be brought on the morning or for collection please ring 01763 273207.

PLEASE COME AND SUPPORT

Build a compost café
Besides being one of the most positive things
anyone with a garden can do to reduce landfill and
enrich their soil, compost heaps are wildlife
attractors in their own right.
Not only do they develop their own community of
mini-beasts who help the decay process along; they
can also become a sheltering place for small animals
such as mice, hedgehogs and even nesting grass
snakes. This is partly because of their warmth, but also because they contain and
generate food. To a hedgehog, a tasty worm, fat slug or juicy beetle is irresistible.
Compost itself is great for garden plants. It improves soil structure, increases beneficial
fungi and helps retain water. A 2002 study by the Waste and Resources Action
Programme looked at data from 70 municipal authorities. It concluded that the only
factor which significantly reduced waste sent to landfill was home composting.

Buying a compost bin

In an attempt to reduce landfill, many local councils offer compost bins at discount prices
(sometimes as little as £12). There are all kinds of designs but the most important factor
is to place your bin on soil rather than concrete. Bins with a door at the bottom look
clever but don’t really work; it’s more practical to let an entire heap rot down, then
remove the bin and barrow it away. For this reason you really need two or more heaps.
That way, one’s cooking whilst another is ‘work in progress’. If space is tight, you’ll find a
square bin better than a round one. For some reason, these are often more expensive.
Building your own bin is straightforward: all you need is something to contain the
composting materials, and a lid to keep the rain off. If you’ve got a few pallets, a crowbar
and a hammer and nails, you can do it in an afternoon.

How to make compost
All that is needed for successful compost is waste organic material, air
and water. Any organic material can be composted and a good mix of high nitrogen
materials (greens) and high carbon materials (browns) needs to be achieved. The smaller
the material, the faster it will compost.
Greens:







Browns:
Kitchen waste (teabags, fruit &
veg peelings, egg shells, coffee
grounds)
Grass cuttings
Weeds
Soft prunings
Old plants & flowers
Animal manure








Straw/hay
Wood shavings
Soiled paper
Woody prunings
Dry leaves
Card, cardboard & shredded
newspaper

Having the mixture right, will ensure that compost has sufficient moisture and air.
However, if it does seem dry, water it. A compost heap that is made primarily of grass
cuttings, will often become slimy and smell unpleasant. To avoid this happening, add some
shredded newspaper or cardboard as you put the grass on the compost heap. This helps
retain air in the mixture and balances the wet grass cuttings.

How to exclude rats from your compost bin

If you are concerned about rats coming to your compost bin, follow these guidelines from
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust:
 Keep the compost contained, and line your bin with chicken wire with gaps of less
than 0.6cm (1/4in) (a rat’s skeleton collapses allowing them to squeeze through
tiny holes)
 Disturb the compost by turning it. This helps the heap rot quicker, and makes the
heap less suitable for rats as they don't like disturbance.
 Do not add meat, dairy, nuts or cooked food. Cooked food would smell more
attractive to a rat and is likely to have a higher fat, protein and carbohydrate
content, making it better rat food than vegetation.
 Keep bird feeding areas clean and the food confined to bird tables and feeders.
 If you live near fields, grain stores, farms or streams then you are more likely
to have rats present. Place the bin away from linear
routeways like streams and hedges and move the bin if it
appears to be in a popular rat run.
www.wildaboutgardens.org.uk

NEWS

FLASH

McColl's Buntingford

Home News Delivery Service
Monday-Sunday
National newspapers, local newspapers
and a full range of magazines.

New customers from Westmill to receive
first four weeks free delivery.
Form enclosed within this newsletter.
For further details and prices
telephone 01763 274168

WESTMILL PARISH COUNCIL
The last WPC meeting was held on the 7th December 2016. The minutes were displayed on the
village notice board and can also be found on the WPC website.
(www.westmillparishcouncil.co.uk)
The eighteen Lime trees in the High Street have recently been pollarded by a professional
Arborist. This should keep these important village trees in good shape for the next two years.
The parish councillors have agreed to the acquisition of a village defibrillator, with the intention
to adopt the village telephone kiosk for housing this important piece of equipment. According
to BT no calls have been made from this phone in the past 12 months, we have therefore
commenced the adoption procedure. This will also involve a 3 month consultation period
before we can move forward with this matter.
East Herts Council has been carrying out a detailed review of the Westmill conservation area,
in consultation with WPC. A detailed report has now been produced and the next stage is to
share this with parishioners. EHC plan to hold an exhibition of their proposals in the village
hall with a provisional date of Tuesday 30th May 2017. This will be between 7.00pm – 9.00pm
when villagers can come to the hall to see the proposals and ask questions with EHC
representatives. There will then be a 6 week consultation period for the revised conservation
area for our village before this will be ratified.
The WPC chairman has been having discussions with BT / Openreach who are looking to
upgrade the village to Hi-speed broadband. This will involve the installation of a large Huawei
cabinet which they ideally wanted to have sited on the village green. Although the village will
no doubt welcome the benefit from an improved broadband service, we are do not want to
spoil the image of our village green with this large cabinet being installed in such a prominent
location. We have therefore discussed other possible locations with our Openreach
representative and we now await their response.
We are pleased to report that we have recruited a new parish clerk to replace Marty Kilby, who
is retiring at the end of March 2017. Linda Cruse will take up the role from the 1st April and in
the meantime is being trained by Marty, in addition to her attending some training courses
being held by HAPTC (Herts Association of Parish and Town Councils), where Westmill PC is
a member.
Our parish councilors wish to thank Marty for her support and input to WPC and we look
forward to welcoming Linda to this important parish role.
The next WPC meeting will be held on the 23rd March at 7.30pm in the village hall.
Michael McRae
WPC Chairman

The True Dragon by Brian Patten
St George was out walking, he met a dragon on a hill,
It was wise and wonderful, too glorious to kill.
It slept amongst the wild thyme, where the oxlips and violets grow
Its skin was a luminous fire, that made the English landscape glow.
Its tears were England's crystal rivers, its breath the mist on England's moors
Its larder was England's orchards, its house was without doors.
St George was in awe of it, it was a thing apart,
He hid the sleeping dragon inside every English heart.
So on this day let's celebrate England's valleys full of light
The green fire of the landscape, lakes shivering with delight.
Let's celebrate St. George's Day, the dragon in repose,
The brilliant lark ascending, the yew, the oak, the rose.

PET SERVICE
On the afternoon of Sunday 25th June 2017, at 3.00 p.m. a
Pet Service will be held in the Churchyard Garden of St. Mary's Westmill.
Rev Norman Jones will be leading the Service. The Retiring Collection will be for both the
Church's Facility Fund and the Mare and Foal Sanctuary in Devon.
There will also be 1 or 2 prizes of dried food
sachets 'for the best behaved cat/dog/rabbit . . . '
As soon as further details are finalised more info
will drop through letterboxes.
Lucia Knight

Strawberry Fayre and Table Top Sale
In the Churchyard of St Mary the Virgin, Westmill
Saturday 15th July 2017 - 2pm to 5pm
Come along and enjoy a strawberry cream tea,
a large variety of stalls and raffle to name but a few of the attractions.

Entrance £1, children under 12 free.
To book a table contact Cath 01763 271159, Mob: 07503 178691
Bring own table, Trade £25 per table (two or more tables £20 each)
Private £15 per table (two or more tables £12.50 each)
£10 non refundable deposit per table

All proceeds to St Mary the Virgin, Westmill

In celebration of the Organ refurbishment at St. Mary
the Virgin, Westmill, an Organ Recital with Choir was
arranged for Sunday Evening, 27th November, 2016 with
Rev Ian Hill introducing and closing the Programme. The
Church bells rang out to welcome in the crowd, fairy
lights lit the Lychgate and the mood was set.
It was a very lovely Recital with five Musicians playing a variety of
beautiful pieces:Martin Outram ~ Trumpet Voluntary (John Bennett)
Paean (Kenneth Leighton)
Damien White ~ Moderato Con Moto (Cesar Franck)
Peter Eaglesfield ~ Toccata from Symphony No. V (Widor)
John Edwards ~ Evensong (Easthope Martin)
Prelude & Fugue in E Minor BWV533 (J.S. Bach)
Radetzky March (Johann Strauss) . . . with audience participation.
Chris Peirce ~ Prelude & Fugue in C Minor BWV546 (J.S. Bach)
The Encore ~ Reverie OP141/7 (Francis Jackson)

The Choir which was assembled and rehearsed to performance level
in just eight weeks was drawn from those who sing in local choirs.
Cantique de Jean Racine (Gabriel Faure) accompanied by Peter
Eaglesfield and Locus Iste (Anton Bruckner) unaccompanied were chosen
by Chris Peirce, the Choirmaster.
To conclude the Programme, the audience joined the Choir in full
voice for William Blake's Jerusalem.
It was a 'full house' and the success of the Evening was reflected in
the proceeds which, after costs, were as follows:
£363 for the Church
£218 collected for the Facilities Fund (new kitchen/loo)
£20 for the Organ Fund
Surely, a couple of Musicians won't mind sharing an 'inside joke' at
their expense! For those who may not know, Organists can wear proper
foot attire. However, from the Choir Stalls at St Mary's,
it could be seen that a pair of socks and even fireside
slippers were de rigueur!
Lucia Knight

VILLAGE HALL
The Greg Trust hires out the
Village Hall which is especially
suitable for daytime
gatherings and children's parties.
All enquiries to:
Mike McRae on 272147
or email mjsmcrae@aol.com

Local Honey
for Sale
£4 for 12oz Jar
Contact Bryan
01763 273493

Raw, natural, local honey. Bees are
managed ethically and only excess
honey extracted.

Ideal for garden parties or events
where weather conditions might be a
worry, you can hire this splendid
marquee for a
nominal charge.
It will hold
40-60 people.
Enquiries to:
07791 491293

FREE RANGE
EGGS £1.00
per half dozen.
Will deliver in
Westmill village.

01763 272516

Mother...
You filled my days with rainbow lights, fairytales and sweet dream nights,
A kiss to wipe away my tears, gingerbread to ease my fears.
You gave the gift of life to me, and then in love, you set me free.
I thank you for your tender care, for deep warm hugs and being there.
I hope that when you think of me a part of you you'll always see.
Author Unknown

PARLIAMENTARY PANCAKE RACE
"Pancake Day's most high-profile tossers are back for 2017 for this fundraiser which pits teams
comprised of MPs, Lords and members of the press against each other. Now in its twentieth year, the
race is organised by the charity Rehab, which helps people with mental and physical disabilities and the
vulnerable to rebuild independent lives".
(Quote taken from Time Out)
Rules of Engagement
(1) Gentlemanly and gentlewomanly behaviour will be strictly observed at all times. Those from
"another place" will especially be expected to be on their best behaviour and to act as a Lordly example
to all participants.
(2) Frying pans must not be used as weapons or as a means of making unseemly gestures, whatever the
depth of provocation or the nature of the person at the root of the provocation.
(3) Any surplus eggs, flour or butter remaining from the earlier making of pancakes must not be
propelled in the direction of other participants or spectators.
(4) The course is over 25 metres and, in that distance, pancakes must be tossed three times to a
minimum height of three feet each time.
(5) If a participant allows a pancake to fall, he or she must return to the starting line and begin again.
(6) Members from each team will run in relay and the pancake and frying pan must be exchanged intact
before the next member of the team can proceed.
(7) The organisers reserve the right to send off violent or unruly participants by means of showing a
blue card to members of the Conservative Party, a red card to members of the Labour party, and a
yellow card to members of the Liberal Democrat Party. Members of the Parliamentary Reporters Team
will be referred to the Press Complaints Commission.

VILLAGE LOTTERY BE IN IT TO WIN IT!
Since it started a minimum of £100 every month comes out in prize money with
winners of £50, £30, £20 and the occasional £10. Friends of Westmill Church
benefit - receiving an equivalent amount each month which helps maintain the
fabric of St Mary the Virgin. Ring Jan on 272217 to join.

FRIENDS OF WESTMILL CHURCH
The sixth Annual General Meeting
will be held on Thursday 8th March 2017
in Westmill Village Hall at 7.45 p.m.
Everyone very welcome.
Our grateful thanks to:
Vision (Office Automation) Ltd who
produce the Newsletter free of charge .

ANDREA'S GARDENS
GARDEN
SERVICES

Logs cut to size and
delivered to your home.
Mr J Moule
01763 272516
07813 249778

01763
272595
07455
128717

ST MARY THE VIRGIN,
WESTMILL
Church Services March, April, May 2017
Wednesday 1st March

Ash Wednesday
& St David's Day

7.00 p.m. Ashing Service

Sunday 5th March

9.30 Morning Worship

Sunday 12th March

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 19th March

NO SERVICE (9.30 Holy Communion at St Mary’s Aspenden
and 11am Communion Service at St Peter's Buntingford)

Sunday 26th March

Mothering Sunday
9.30 Holy Communion
British Summer Time Begins

Sunday 2nd April

9.30 Morning Worship

Sunday 9th April

Palm Sunday

9.30 Holy Communion

Thursday 13th April

Maundy Thursday

Friday 14th April

Good Friday

Sunday 16th April

Easter Sunday

Monday 17th April

Easter Monday

Sunday 23rd April

St George's Day

9.30 Holy Communion
(to be confirmed please check church gate)

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 30th April

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 7th May

9.30 Morning Worship

Sunday 14th May

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 21st May

Sunday 28th May
Sunday 29th May

NO SERVICE (9.30 Holy Communion at St Mary’s Aspenden
and 11am Communion Service at St Peter’s Buntingford)
9.30 Holy Communion
NO SERVICE (9.30 Holy Communion at St Mary’s Aspenden
and 11am Communion Service at St Peter’s Buntingford)

ALL VERY, VERY WELCOME

