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Saturday 15th July 2017 - 2pm to 5pm
Strawberry Fayre and Table Top Sale
In the Churchyard of St Mary the Virgin, Westmill
Come along and enjoy a strawberry cream tea
Enjoy a large variety of stalls and raffle
to name but a few of the attractions.

To book a pitch:
Contact Cath 01763 271159
Mob: 07503 178691

Please bring own table(s):
TRADE: £25 per table
(two or more table £20 each)
PRIVATE: £15 per table
(two or more tables £12.50 each)
£10 non refundable deposit per table

Entrance £1, children under 12 free.
All proceeds to St Mary the Virgin, Westmill

St Mary the Virgin, Westmill
Summer Church Report

(Work being carried out on the Church spire
ready to replace the weathervane)

At the start of this report we hold in our thoughts the people in Manchester
who had died, those injured and all their families and friends, our hearts
and prayers go out to them all.
Summer seems to have arrived at last and the
church yard is looking beautiful with an abundance
of cow parsley, and the grass mowed to perfection.
(Cow parsley and hawthorn blossom in the Churchyard)
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting was held on Sunday 2nd April and
was well attended by the existing PCC and members of the congregation.
Lucia was proposed and seconded as Churchwarden. We are delighted to
say that Lucia, who has been acting Churchwarden for the last couple of
years now, was officially sworn in at St Mary’s in Ware along with Sue who
is standing for another year. All congratulations Lucia.
You will remember Storm Doris a couple of months ago - well during the
storm the strong winds caused the Church weathervane to spin rapidly and
shortly after fall off, luckily landing in the turret of the church bell tower
thus avoiding injuring anyone. It has been
greatly missed but we are pleased to say that it
has been repaired and is in back in its rightful
place on top of the Church tower looking very
resplendent. All thanks to Team Westmill and
Cedar Steeplejacks for their hard work.
(The weathervane back in place)

Since receiving our Quinquennial Report (five yearly survey report on the
Church) last year from our architect several of the recommended works
have now been carried out or are in the throes of being done. All thanks to
everyone involved for their hard work.
The dark patches that appeared on the West Door surround, as mentioned
in the last Church report, have now been treated and have disappeared.
Also it is hoped to get the necessary work which is required to the base of
the bell tower done in the near future
We are still aiming to raise enough money to start planning the much
needed Church facilities. It is hoped that with fund raising which we are
planning carry out during the year that we will get nearer our target of
£2500 plus VAT to start Stage One.
Another important date for your diary is the Strawberry Fayre and Table
Top Sale on Saturday 15th July, to be held in the Churchyard. This event to
be kindly overseen by Cath Bishop, further details on the front of this
newsletter. Monies raised will go to the much needed Church Fund. This
will be a lovely summer event, do support.
We apologise but we have had to change the date of the Pet Service which
will now take place on Sunday24th September at 3.00 p.m. See the ad
towards the end of this newsletter
Back in March we were lucky enough to hold the Annual Daffodil Coffee
Morning at The Pump House, Cole Park by kind permission of Lord and
Lady Carter. The weather was very kind to us and we were able to sit out
and enjoy the beautiful gardens. The morning was well attended and we
raised £358 for Church Funds. A big thank you to all who attended and to
those who baked the delicious cakes.
On the 17th June we see the first of our five weddings, Keely and Bryon. We
wish all our brides and grooms who are getting married at St Mary’s this
year all our congratulations and hope they all have a wonderful wedding.
In the previous newsletter it was mentioned that we have one of the
weddings taking place in October when in fact the Wedding is being held in
September; apologies for the error.
Wishing you all a lovely summer.

Westmill PCC June 2017

Online Crime Reporting / WebChat Now Live
Dear Watch Member,
A new system of online crime reporting and digital contact has been launched by Hertfordshire
Constabulary.
Following public demand for more ways to contact the police, it is now possible to report nonurgent crimes online, as well as giving information about crime in the community.
Aside from live web-chat with police staff in the Force Control Room – the same people who
you’d be talking to if you called 101 - you can also report crime directly on the force’s website.
Since a pilot began in January this year, this service has already proved to be valuable with the
number of crimes reported this way increasing daily.
David Lloyd, the Police and Crime Commissioner, says this is a big step forward.
The ability to report crimes online and increase the ways the public can contact the police is a
central part of my Community Safety and Criminal Justice Plan for Hertfordshire.
A video, showing the public how to use the new services is available to view on the
Constabulary and Commissioner’s Facebook and YouTube channels.
Other services include Online Intelligence which enables information to be digitally reported
directly to the police, information on how to apply for a range of services and details on how to
contact various departments within the force.
These online services are available as an alternative to calling 101 for non-emergency matters.
Please remember that you should always call 999 when it is an emergency, such as when a crime
is in progress, someone suspected of a crime is nearby, when there is danger to life or when
violence is being used or threatened.
We welcome any feedback from the public using our new service to help improve development
in the future.
Many thanks for reading this and please pass it on to anyone you think may find the site useful.
Regards,
David Lloyd Police and Crime Commissioner
Neighbourhood Watch
Email: commissioner@herts.pnn.police.uk

The first fund raising concert of the Mustard Seed
Singers was held on 1st April at St Peter's Church
Buntingford. As one of the singers I'm obviously biased
but our audience of about 100 really did seem to enjoy
the show and, if you're one of them reading this, thank
you; just over £600 has been added to the Restoration
Fund towards much needed repairs to the brickwork of
St. Peter's.
We are already rehearsing for our next fund raiser on behalf of St Mary's Aspenden
where some of the fabric of the Church requires urgent attention. This concert will be at
the end of September/beginning of October so please watch this space! Our aim is for
every performance to be different enough for people to want to come time and again to
support the benefice churches and enjoy varied programmes of compositions both
familiar and new.
For more information about us, in the first instance please email Lucia Knight:
luciaknightno1@gmail.com
N.B. We'd especially like to hear from any men interested in joining our tenor and bass
sections.

Westmill Art Exhibition – August Bank Holiday Weekend 2017
The time is fast approaching. Are you busy painting?
New artists are always welcome. Artists who have
exhibited previously have been contacted.
The exhibition will be held as usual over the Bank Holiday
26, 27 and 28 August between 10 am and 5 pm in Westmill Village Hall.
Everyone welcome. There is no entry fee for the exhibition, but donations are welcome. All
works are for sale. Funds raised go to local charities and good causes.
Hope to see you there.

For further information or an entry form contact;
Olga 273654
or e-mail Sue on phippsappleyard@btinternet.com

Westmill Parish Council
The Annual Parish Meeting was held in the Village Hall on the 17th May 2017. This is
where the WPC Chairman gives a verbal report on actions and decisions made by
the parish council in the year up to May 2017. WPC was at full strength over the year
with six councillors, who were thanked for their participation and commitment to the PC
in discussing village issues.
Following the Annual Parish Meeting the AGM of WPC was held. Michael McRae was
proposed to continue in the role of chairman and Richard Wood was voted as vice
chairman. The WPC meeting agenda was then conducted.
Details of WPC meeting agenda's and minutes of previous meetings can be found on
the WPC website (www.westmillparishcouncil.co.uk). The agenda and minutes when
available are also posted on the village notice board
We are again seeking to recruit a Parish Clerk. Our current clerk, Marty Kilby gave us
notice that she wished to retire several month ago. We then offered this position to a
lady who was due to commence on the 1st April, unfortunately a few days before
commencing the role, she decided not to take up the offer. Marty kindly agreed to
remain with WPC for a few months, but will definitely leave us in September.
If anyone is interested in learning more about this position and making a contribution to
our parish council, please contact Marty at marty@martykilby.co.uk, or Michael McRae
at mjsmcrae@aol.com (or 07788 721 789).
Mike McRae
22.05.17

T & M Greg Trust
The Trust has been involved with arranging the visit to Westmill of the 'Guild of St
George' on Saturday 24th June 2017. The village hall will host up to 50 guests from
both the Guild and residents of Westmill. Speakers will present details of the Guild,
outlining their activities and objectives, along with a short overview of the T & M Greg
Trust.
These properties and assets in Westmill, were donated by the Greg family, in particular
Mary Hope Greg. These generous gifts to the village are run under charitable trusts, for
the benefit of all residents and for future generations to benefit and enjoy.
A talk and presentation will be given by Liz Mitchell, who is doing her PhD on Mary
Greg's life, which should be both interesting and informative. As there are only a limited
number of available places, please ensure you request a place by contacting
admin@guildofstgeorge.org.uk, or by calling 07936 1920794.
Mike McRae

22.05.17

Bee Keeping in Westmill
Six years ago my wife organised for me to go on a Bee Keeping taster session.
Although we did not get to see any bees, it caught my imagination and before long I
joined a beginners course organised by the Bishop’s Stortford Bee Keeping
Association and within a few months I had my own bees. These were a small
swarm given to me by the association, who collect swarms for free when called upon
by the public. These were put into my brand new shiny and clean hive. However, the
very next day, my daughter texted me at work to say that there was a cloud of bees
filling the air. When I finally got home, I found that the bees had landed on a branch
in the front garden. So on my second day as a bee keeper I had to catch the colony
and put it back into the hive. The exact same thing happened on the next day!
Eventually they did settle in their new home and by the end of the first year I
managed to take a single jar of honey. This does not seem like much but bees fly
about 55,000 miles to make just one pound of honey, that's 2.2 times around the
world.
Since then I have built up the number of hives I keep and now have an apiary just over
the border in Essex, a hive in my garden in Westmill and an unruly bunch in the
middle of a farmer’s field near Howe Fencing. All colonies have a different
temperament, which is dependent on the queen. Only calm colonies are allowed in
the garden and those that misbehave are sent out to the fields.
A full sized colony will be in excess of 50,000 bees.
There will be one queen, a few hundred drones (male bees)
and the rest will be the workers (female bees).
The queen is very important and it is essential that bee
keepers can identify and find her. As you can see in the
photo of one of my queens, she is quite distinctive.
Bee keeping is a fascinating hobby, but it is important to
remember that you are looking after a very precious
resource for our environment. Without bees humans
would not have very much to eat as one third of our global
food supply is pollinated by bees.
Bryan Mason
FRIENDS OF WESTMILL CHURCH
The sixth Annual General Meeting was held on Thursday 8th March 2017 in
Westmill Village Hall when it was outlined that the fundraising committee
of FOWC remained deliberately dormant waiting to be called upon by the
Trustees as and when necessary.
The lottery continues to be a success, selling between 105-110 tickets
per month. The fact that it is operating provides a good source of income
and also continues to promote FOWC as an active organisation overall which
satisfies the requirements of the charities commission.

Discover Westmill: John Ruskin and Mary Greg
Westmill Village Hall (24th June 2017)
You are invited to a gathering at Westmill Village Hall on Saturday, 24 th June, to explore the
origins of the T&M Greg Trust and the Guild of St George, and their enduring role in village
life. The day is free to attend, but you must book because space is very limited (see opposite).

BACKGROUND
In the 1870s, the Victorian art and social critic John Ruskin (18191900) set up what came to be called the Guild of St George. Its
purpose was to make Britain a better place to live in. Ruskin
abhorred the bad business practices that made the rich richer and
condemned ordinary people to work like machines. He hated the
way industry was gobbling up and blighting the natural landscape,
and deplored the factories for belching out acrid smoke that polluted
the air and choked the population. He wanted everyone to see the
beauty of the world, both in nature and in art.
Ruskin encouraged his Companions in the Guild to farm land sustainably using traditional
methods. He wanted work to be creative and influenced the revival of handicrafts. He opened a
free museum in Sheffield to inspire local metalworkers with his wide-ranging collection of
artworks, books, manuscripts, architectural casts and geological specimens. He believed that
everyone had the right to live in comfort, to work freely and to be educated in order to realise
their full potential.
Mary Hope Greg (1850-1949) was a lifelong follower of the teachings of John Ruskin. She
became a Companion of Ruskin's Guild in the late 1920s and bequeathed several Westmill
properties to its care. She apparently encouraged her friend, the architect Charles Spooner
(1862-1938) and his wife Dinah, to join the Guild too. All three played a major part in the life
of Westmill in the first half of the twentieth century.

MARY HOPE GREG
Mary Hope Greg attempted to preserve aspects of British life that were fast disappearing. She
collected everyday items and objects associated with domestic crafts, many of which she gave
to museums and galleries across Britain. In
Manchester, her gifts provided the foundation for
the world's first costume museum at a time when
few regarded historic clothing as worthy of study.
At Bethnal Green in London's East End, she helped
establish the country’s first museum of childhood
of childhood,
providing inspiration for the children of the urban poor.

She set up her own museum in Westmill, founded as a memorial to
her late husband, fellow collector and local landowner, Thomas
Tylston Greg. She later set up the T&M Greg Trust to ensure that land
and property in the village would be preserved for future generations.
She was also a keen amateur naturalist and watercolour painter,
recording the changing seasons of the Hertfordshire countryside in her
nature diaries, now in the collections of the Guild.
She did most of this between the ages of 70 and 99.

24TH JUNE
The day is an opportunity for local people and Companions of Ruskin’s Guild to come together
to (re)discover aspects of Westmill’s past and to learn about the work which is still being done
today to uphold Ruskin’s and Mary Greg’s values and legacy.
Until recently, little was known about Mary Greg or Charles Spooner. Liz Mitchell will share
the latest findings of her PhD research into Mrs Greg's life and work in a free talk also to be
published as a pamphlet by the Guild (available to buy for £6 on the day). She provides
fascinating insights into the development of Mrs Greg's dedication to Ruskin from her early life
in Liverpool as a member of a family of wealthy philanthropists, through to the diverse
achievements of her old age, including her contribution to life in this beautiful Hertfordshire
village. Alec Hamilton will share the fruits of his biography of Spooner, Charles Spooner: Arts
and Crafts Architect, published in 2012, in a short talk and tour which will explore how Spooner
improved some of the buildings and architectural features still evident in the village.

PROGRAMME
Please book your place by contacting Martin Green at admin@guildofstgeorge.org.uk or phone
him on 07936 192 794.
The proposed schedule for the day is as follows:
1100 Arrival.
1130 Introductions by Guild of St George and T&M Greg Trust.
1200 A talk by Liz Mitchell, ‘Treasuring things of the least’ (see posters around the village).
1300 Lunch (for a discretionary donation) served at the Children's Playground marquee.
1400 A brief talk on architect and Companion Charles Spooner ) by his biographer Alec
Hamilton, followed by a short village tour.
The Guild would like to thank all those people in Westmill who have helped to make this day
possible: its tenants, Mike McRae and his colleagues at the T&M Greg Trust, Diane and John
Bowtell, Mr and Mrs Popovic and the team at Westmill Tea Rooms, David McMullen, Michael
Thody and Jan James. We are grateful to Liz Mitchell and Alec Hamilton for agreeing to share
their expert knowledge with us.

Life at Peasfield Farmhouse
with

Peasfield Farmhouse is tucked away down a farm track shared
Peasfield Barn.

It is almost two years since we bought the house and moved in on
the 30th June 2015. High summer was not the best time to arrive
with two lorry loads of garden plants some dug up from our
former garden and some potted up. I spent the first week
frantically planting in wilting plants and watering pots. It was back breaking work digging new garden
borders with dry heavy clay soil set like concrete.
The previous owners were not keen gardeners and most of the grounds
were lawned, with one raised vegetable patch on offer. This quickly became
packed with plants. I ambitiously started digging out new borders and
ended up getting in help to speed things up. Adding sand, leaf mulch,
manure and soil conditioner to the garden beds made them more
manageable.
I intensively plant my herbaceous borders as I like the effect of a traditional
English garden, also this prevents some of the weeds. Many hybridised
plants provide colour but give nothing back in terms of nectar and pollen
for bees and butterflies so I only plant flowers high in nectar and pollen.
If you are not a keen gardener, having some pots of lavender in your garden
is so helpful to bees and is easy to grow.
I am a bit obsessive about plants and always try to grow unusual specimens.
specimens. I am always on the lookout, so visiting famous gardens and
plant fairs is a favourite pastime. One of my favourite gardens is Great
Dixter in East Sussex. It is full of colour, with a lovely mix of topiary, formal
borders, unusual plants and wild flower meadows. Nearer to home I
always find Phillimore Garden Centre very good for picking up unusual
plants at reasonable prices.
I am trying to create our own small wild flower meadow in part of our garden. This is something I think is
important to do as 96% of all wild flower meadows have vanished in Britain in the last fifty years due to
new farming methods. Our gardens are a refuge for our native plants, butterflies and insects. As are our
roadside verges. These wilder areas in our gardens are the homes for insects which in turn are food for
songbird chicks and give cover to our native reptiles that eat slugs. So any corner left in a garden or grass
left long helps. The term keeping things tidy is so damaging to the balance of nature. It is all down to just a
mindset change on your behalf. Butterflies such as Peacock, Tortoiseshell and Red Admiral (all in abject
decline) lay their eggs on stinging nettles, cutting these down on the road side verges does nothing to
help them. English nature advise that roadside verges should be cut down at the end of July, allowing the
cycle of flowering, maturing and seeding, emulating the cycle of an old traditional meadow.
Sharing our lives we have a very naughty
cocker spaniel a rescue cat with no teeth
and a menagerie of multicoloured bantams.
More about them next time.
Fletcher Prentice

PET SERVICE - 3.00 p.m.
Sunday 24th September 2017
The service will be led by Reverand Norman Jones and we will be seated in the Churchyard
Garden of St Mary's Westmill ~ some prayers, a hymn or two, a special blessing, a prize for the
most well-behaved pet. Perhaps a prayer or two in advance for fair weather!
The Retiring Collection will be for both the Church's Facility
Fund and the Mare and Foal Sanctuary in Devon.
Further info: contact Lucia Knight,
email luciaknightno1@gmail.com

Feeding the Birds in Summer

Lucia Knight

Feeding birds used to be a winter activity from Christmas until the first spring flowers
appeared, but birds need our help in the summer months just as much as during the winter.
Birds breed in the spring and early summer and by July and August there are millions more
hungry mouths to feed. For tits, finches and sparrows, garden feeding stations provide a
real lifeline. And even for birds like robins, wrens, thrushes and blackbirds, availability of
insects, fruits and berries is, to a large extent, the result of gardening habits. The more birdfriendly the garden, the more birds it will support.
As we and the birds enjoy the summer sunshine, autumn and winter (when food is more
scarce) are only a couple of months away. If this year's youngsters and their parents can
obtain enough energy now, they'll have the energy resources to survive leaner times ahead.
In an old 1989 Westmill Newsletter, Beryl Jackson recorded seeing 65 different species of
birds either in or flying over the garden at Green Acre and it is sad that, repeating the
exercise 28 years later, Judy Thody is now recording only 36.
Greenfinch, Hawfinch, Linnet, Siskin, Skylark, Warblers, Waxwing, Snipe, Tree Creeper,
Willow Tit, Red Poll, Nuthatch, Yellow Hammer, Reed Bunting and Lapwing are among
those now missing from Judy's list - and when did anyone last hear a Cuckoo?
Twice towards the end of last year I was lucky enough to see a Barn Owl caught in the
beam of the backdoor outside light and since creating her list I hope Judy saw, or at least
heard, the honking of the Canada Geese as they flew over just the other day.
I wonder if the presence of the Sparrow Hawk and Buzzard that we see now, which
weren't on Beryl's list, are playing a part in the decline of some of the species but in any
case it is important to help them during the summer months and a good source of
information to find out what to feed, and what not to feed, our feathered friends is
http://www.gardenersworld.com/plants/plant-inspiration/feeding-birds-in-summer/

www.hundredparishes.org.uk
The What’s On section of our website shows a great many local activities throughout
the Summer. As you travel about, I hope you will enjoy the vegetation along roadside
verges that adds much to the overall vision of the countryside. The species present
will vary throughout the seasons and reflect the underlying geology and cutting
regime of a particular stretch of verge. For road safety reasons, some verges are
close-mown but these may be speckled with the flower heads of Common Daisy,
Dandelion and other species which thrive under such treatment. On busier roads,
often only the first metre is cut on a regular basis, allowing taller wild flowers to
survive further back.
During early summer our verges are dominated by swathes of the white frothy
flowers of Cow Parsley or the chunkier white flowers of Hogweed. Both are members
of the Carrot family and, perhaps surprisingly, thrive on the extra nutrients released
by car exhausts. Although many species of insects visit their flowers, their tendency
to shade out smaller plants reduces the overall variety of wayside flowers and
potential food for other insects. Similarly, increased roadside nutrient levels
encourage Docks and Stinging Nettles which also overshadow delicate species
including blue-flowered Speedwells.
Splashes of pink are provided by clumps of Red Campion; and blue or purple by
Vetches and several species of Geranium. Thistles and scarlet Poppies appear where
bare soil is exposed. The presence of a large expanse of Ox-eye daisy, with its white
petals and yellow centre, is usually due to its inclusion in seed mixes sown alongside
newer roads.
A number of verges have been identified as Special Roadside Verges or Roadside
Nature Reserves. These are recognised for their floristic diversity or for the presence
of rare species.
Tricia Moxey
Trustee

VILLAGE HALL
The Greg Trust hires out the
Village Hall which is especially
suitable for daytime
gatherings and children's parties.
All enquiries to:
Mike McRae on 272147
or email mjsmcrae@aol.com

Local Honey
for Sale
£4 for 12oz Jar
Contact Bryan
01763 273493

Raw, natural, local honey. Bees are
managed ethically and only excess
honey extracted.

Ideal for garden parties or events
where weather conditions might be a
worry, you can hire this splendid
marquee for a
nominal charge.
It will hold
40-60 people.
Enquiries to:
07791 491293

FREE RANGE
EGGS £1.00
per half dozen.
Will deliver in
Westmill village.

01763 272516

McColl's Buntingford
Home News Delivery Service Monday-Sunday
National newspapers, local newspapers
and a full range of magazines.

New customers from Westmill to receive
first four weeks free delivery.
For further details and prices telephone 01763 274168

Westmill Art Exhibition
Bank Holiday Weekend
26, 27 and 28 August 2017,
10am to 5pm
Westmill Village Hall, Westmill,
Near Buntingford, Herts, SG9 9LJ
Just off the A10 south of Buntingford

Everyone welcome.

Come and enjoy the many works of art on display.
Entry FREE OF CHARGE – Donations Welcome
All works for sale.
Look forward to seeing you!
Funds raised go to village charities and other local causes
VILLAGE LOTTERY BE IN IT TO WIN IT!
Since it started a minimum of £100 every month comes out in prize money with
winners of £50, £30, £20 and the occasional £10. Friends of Westmill Church
benefit - receiving an equivalent amount each month which helps maintain the
fabric of St Mary the Virgin. Ring Jan on 272217 to join.

Our grateful thanks to:
Vision (Office Automation) Ltd who
produce the Newsletter free of charge .

ANDREA'S GARDENS
GARDEN
SERVICES

Logs cut to size and
delivered to your home.
Mr J Moule
01763 272516
07813 249778

01763
272595
07455
128717

ST MARY THE VIRGIN,
WESTMILL
Church Services June, July, August 2017

Sunday 4th June

9.30 Morning Worship

Sunday 11th June

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 18th June

NO SERVICE (9.30 Holy Communion at St Mary’s Aspenden
and 11am Communion Service at St Peter's Buntingford)

Sunday 25th June

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 2nd July

9.30 Morning Worship

Sunday 9th July

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 16th July

NO SERVICE (9.30 Holy Communion at St Mary’s Aspenden
and 11am Communion Service at St Peter's Buntingford)

Sunday 23rd July

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 30th July

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 6th August

9.30 Morning Worship

Sunday 13th August

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 20th August

Sunday 27th August

NO SERVICE (9.30 Holy Communion at St Mary’s Aspenden
and 11am Communion Service at St Peter’s Buntingford)
9.30 Holy Communion

ALL VERY, VERY WELCOME

