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Daffodil and Coffee Morning
To be held at The Pump House, Coles Park,
Westmill, Buntingford, SG9 9LT
Tuesday 26 March 2019 at 10am to 12 noon

By kind permission of Lord and Lady Carter
Come along and enjoy picking a bunch of daffodils and have a coffee
in the delightful setting of The Pump House.
Entrance £3 to include coffee or tea and cake and a bunch of daffodils.
There will also be a raffle. Proceeds from the morning to go to
St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Facilities Fund.
DIRECTIONS: The Pump House is situated about 1 mile from Westmill
just past Tillers End farm on the left with an enormous stone by the
road. Turn left just in front of the picket fence and continue down.
Any donations of cakes gratefully received which can be brought on the
morning or for collection ring 01763 273207.

PLEASE COME AND SUPPORT

John Ruskin, the eminent Victorian poet and art historian had personal links with Westmill through
his friendship with Mary Greg of Coles and the Greg Trust still has links with the Guild of St George,
the charity Ruskin established. To celebrate 200 years since his birth the Guild together with other
bodies brought to London some of the treasures Ruskin donated to the museum for working people
that he set up in Sheffield, a city he respected because of the skill of the steel workers.
I recently visited The Power of Seeing - this exhibition shows how Ruskin tried to open the eyes of
working men, who had never left Sheffield, to the joys of looking at the ordinary as well as the
extraordinary worlds about them. At the exhibition there are his pencil sketches of an architectural
detail from an Italian church; drawings of common plants; a domestic landscape illuminated by a
sudden shaft of Winter sunlight; there are geological specimens polished and cut open to reveal
wonders and paintings by Ruskin’s friends including Turner, chosen for what they teach us about
looking at the world like Turner’s ghostly seascapes and Audubon’s exotic bird paintings or the
magical beauty of the Medieval Book of Hours.
At 2 Temple Place, (next to Temple Tube station) the exhibition runs until 22 April. Entrance is free
and the house itself well worth a visit.
Julia Carter
Two more Exhibitions:
Next Steps with Ruskin - 16th March 2019, Bewdley, Worcestershire
A day of talks, discussion and activities, open to all. Free of charge (option of paid-for lunch).
The day begins with a brief introduction to Ruskin, explaining who he was and his historical influence.
Then, facilitated by Guild Directors and Companions, we consider Ruskin’s relevance today, in his
bicentenary year. The day closes with a private view of the exhibition Beautiful, peaceful, fruitful:
Ruskin in Wyre at the Bewdley Museum. For those who can stay, there will be a tour of Ruskin Land
in the Wyre Forest the following day.
Book a place via communications@ guildofstgeorge.org.uk
Searching for Ruskin’s utopia: a Guild of St George for the 21st century - 9 April 2019,
daytime, Two Temple Place, London
The Guild reflects on its current ground-breaking work in Sheffield and the Wyre, and invites three
keynote speakers – activist and playwright Sarah Woods, writer and environmentalist Chris Baines
and author and journalist Andrew Hill – to share their vision for the continued relevance of the three
cornerstones of Ruskin’s Guild: the place of the arts, the environment and economic justice.
Book via www.twotempleplace.org

T & M GREG TRUST
News from the Greg Trust is more familiar: the village allotments have had their
annual hedge trim to keep them tidy and to let in more light. We are pleased to
report that all the plots are now taken.
A tree surgeon has surveyed the Twitchell with a view to producing a long term
management plan for the trees.
The trustees have had meetings with roof contractors to help us prepare for the
major roof works we will need to carry out on the village hall. In the meantime
the hall continues to host the thriving nursery, though just as the cold struck,
radiators failed, needless to say the children cannot attend if the temperature
falls too low so this was a tense moment but trustees managed to replace the
heaters in time.
The trustees have also met with representatives of the Westmill Football Club
to discuss the field and the pavilion which the Club has funded.
Let’s hope that Spring is not too far away and we can enjoy the amenities
provided through the Trust.
Julia Carter, Chair Greg Trust

DID YOU KNOW YOU CAN DO YOUR BANKING ESSENTIALS AT THE POST OFFICE?
With the imminent closure of their branch in Buntingford, Barclays
are handing out a leaflet which basically tells us what you can do if
you have a personal or business account with them.
You can do the following at our local Post Office:






Withdraw cash using your card and PIN;
Pay in cash using your card and PIN - this can take up to two working days to reach your
account;
Check your balance using your card and PIN;
Pay in cash using a pre-printed paying-in slip;
Pay in cheques using a pre-printed paying-in slip and deposit envelope - this will take two
working days to reach your account;

You’ll find pre-printed paying-in slips at the back of your chequebook. You can order them and the
envelopes by calling 0800 169 3091 or by speaking to someone in the branch. This is the only way to
get the correct slips – you cannot get them at the Post Office.
Nearly all the big name banks share this arrangement with the Post Office so it’s worth checking out.
Whilst on the subject, if you download your bank’s On-line Banking App to your mobile phone you
can also deposit cheques via the App. Apparently you take a photo of both the front and the back of
the cheque and these details will then be logged and the amount credited into your account. Again I
believe this takes two days and once it’s showing in your account you just tear the cheque up.
Sounds easy doesn’t it ..................................... now, how do I switch on my mobile phone

WESTMILL PARISH COUNCIL
The last WPC meeting was held on the 5th December 2018 with all Councillors in attendance. The present
councillors end their four year term of office in May 2019, along with the majority of town and parish councils
throughout Hertfordshire. You may wish to consider becoming a Parish Councillor and represent your
community. You would assist in delivering services and facilities to meet local needs and strive to improve the
quality of life in your neighbourhood.
East Herts Council (EHC) are holding two councillor training sessions for anyone interested in learning more.
These will be at EHC offices at Wallfields, Pegs Lane, Hertford, SG13 8EQ on Tuesday 5 th March at 1.00pm, or
Wednesday 13th March at 5.30pm. Councillor ‘Nomination Forms’ will then be available to be downloaded from
the East Herts Council website from the 18 th March 2019. These have to be completed, then proposed and
seconded by Westmill parishioners. Nomination Form’s then need to be delivered personally to East Herts
Council in Hertford, before the closing date of 4.00pm on the 3rd April 2019. If more than six applications are
received by EHC a formal election will take place in Westmill Village Hall on Thursday 2nd May 2019. This will
coincide with County Elections for the selection of District Councillors.
Should you require any further information at this stage please contact our Clerk and RFO (Bernadette King),
who should be able to assist you. Her telephone number is 01763 273356 and email: clerk@westmillparishcouncil.co.uk
_________________________________
The 18 Lime Trees on the verge down the High Street were pollarded by a professional arborist in late December
which will help them continue to grow in their ‘ball’ shape when in leaf.
The newly installed BT cabinet has now finally been commissioned for use. Fibre cables have been installed from
the Buntingford Exchange to Westmill, via the Aspenden BT cabinet. Unfortunately at present not all properties
in Westmill can access Hi-speed broadband but Openreach are working on solutions to resolve this.
If you wish to check if the Hi-speed broadband is available for your property to upgrade to, we suggest you go
onto the Connected Counties website: (www.connectedcounties.org). If you enter your postcode and your
actual address it will provide you with the latest information. You will then need to contact your respective
telecom provider to check what service and tariff they can offer you. We are pleased to inform you that fibre
cables have also recently been installed from the Westmill cabinet to Cherry Green, which should allow them
access to a much improved broadband service.
At the last WPC meeting resident Dennis Downes offered to become the key Coordinator for a village
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme. The Parish Council are pleased to support this initiative so Dennis is now in
contact with local police to take this forward. Sergeant Duncan Wallace has been invited to give a short
presentation on local crime and how to protect ourselves in the Village Hall at 7.00pm on the 20th February
2019.
Fly-Tipping seems to be becoming an increasing problem with several piles of rubbish dumped in our parish.
Cllr Anne Downes reports these incidents to the respective department at EHC and provided the rubbish is not
on private land they have responded quickly to have this removed.
We notice that on some occasions rubbish bins are left out for several days after their usual collection on a
Friday. We are sure you agree these look unsightly in our attractive village, so could we please request your
cooperation to take your bins in as soon as possible after they have been emptied.
Our Annual Parish Meeting followed by the AGM for Westmill Parish Council is scheduled for Wednesday 8 th
May 2019 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall.
Michael McRae - Chairman - WPC

Hertfordshire Family Centre Service
RHYME TIME comes to Westmill

Organised by the Royston and Buntingford Children’s Centre
held in The Children’s Room, St Mary’s Church,Westmill
on the first Tuesday of every month
Children from 0 to 5 years very welcome
A fun session with rhymes and music.
Parents and children encouraged to join in with singing and movement and can
explore instruments and sensory materials.
An opportunity to meet other parents and carers.
£1.50 per family entrance

St Peter’s Passion
Easter Saturday
20 April 2019 at 7:00pm
St Peter’s Church, Market Hill, Buntingford
th

A Mustard Seed Singers Concert to journey
through the Easter story.
Brand new pieces by Chris Peirce interspersed with
some familiar favourites.
This is a “must see“ (and hear) for anyone wanting to engage
with the Passion of Christ in a new and exciting way.
Please join us to celebrate Christ’s life, His death
and resurrection in words and song.
No ticket necessary – just come along.

Young up and coming mountain bike &
BMX rider looking for a small bit of land
to put a wooden moveable jump on in
order to practice and progress. If anyone has anything that might be suitable,
or know of anyone who does, please call
Taff (Matt) on 07769 296719.

Mathematics Tutoring

To clarify, Mountain and BMX bikes are
not motorised just in case the thought
of any engine noise might put you off.
Many thanks.

A maths problem to make you think:
At a party, everyone shook hands with everybody else.
There were 66 handshakes. How many people were at the
party?

GCSE Maths, A level Maths
or A level Further Maths.
Highly experienced maths
teacher in Key Stage 4 and 5.
Contact Bryan on 01763 273493

AGM TUESDAY 19TH MARCH 2019, 7.45 P.M. THE SWORD INN HAND
Friends of Westmill Church is a Registered Charity which was set up in 2011 to
fund-raise on behalf of the Church Trustees for St Mary the Virgin, Westmill.
This will be our 8th AGM to which everyone is warmly invited.

WESTMILL EVENTS COMMITTEE - CHAIR’S REPORT 2018
The Quiz night in early March was as successful and popular as ever, putting more in
the bank than we took out for the event as usual. Our treasurer tells me that we have
roughly the same in the bank as we started 2018 after our events.
We have agreed to make an annual contribution to the village newsletter for the
foreseeable future.
This year we tried a new event; the Village Community Picnic rather than the Village
Supper. The principle was the same but this time open air with outdoor games for all.
Our thanks go to Michael for the use of the marquee and to our team for organising
the games. It was agreed by all to be a success and we plan to do the same or similar
thing again this summer – only in July, earlier in the year.
As a committee we are always looking at iconic events that might give cause for our
community to come together and ways to encourage more people to attend. Saints
days and royal anniversaries do seem to boost attendance but perhaps you know of
something this year or next that our village can mark in some way.
You may know that some of us organise other events such as the art exhibition and
other charity events and these can stretch such a small committee. With three events
already in the diary for this year we do need greater physical support to organise
these events, and more members on our very small committee.
Our next event is the quiz night on the 16th February 2019!

Richard Wood
the.difference@btinternet.com

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Your Neighbourhood Coordinators:Trina McMullen (271395);
Sue Willson (271226);

Melanie Mason (273493);
Michael Thody (271321);

Diane Plummer (273152);
Dennis Downes (273361)

Neighbourhood Watch is one of the biggest and most successful Crime Prevention initiatives ever. Behind it lies a
simple idea and a central value shared by millions of people around the country:

Getting together with your neighbours to take action and cut local crime

It is also a means of keeping an eye on the vulnerable, elderly and disabled
Everyone knows that the police are there to fight crime but they need your help to do an effective job.
Neighbourhood Watch Schemes can:

Cut crime and the opportunities for crime

Help and reassure those who live in fear of crime

Encourage neighbourliness and closer communities
We will be holding an ‘Open Day’ in the Village Hall with representatives from the Neighbourhood Watch Liaison
Team, our local PC (subject to operational duties) and our Neighbourhood Watch Coordinators. The date and time
for this is yet to be confirmed but likely to be in the Spring. We sincerely hope that as many of you as possible will
be able to attend and together make Westmill an even safer and crime free village.
Discussion and advice will be given, namely:

Tips for staying safe

Securing your home and outbuildings

How to deal with unexpected callers

Securing your vehicle

Protecting your money
We are hoping to distribute a Neighbourhood Watch Pack with this edition of the Village Newsletter - those
wishing to join OWL please contact your nearest coordinator.
Don’t forget: if you see anything suspicious call 101 - anything urgent then please call 999.
Dennis Downes

WESTMILL VILLAGE TEAS
Sunday 2nd June at 2.30 to 5.30pm
THE DIAL HOUSE, WESTMILL
(next to the Westmill Tea Room)
By kind permission of Mrs Jenny Marsh
*Bottle Tombola
*Book/Bric a Brac stall
£5 per person entrance includes
tea/coffee/cake
(children under 16 free).
Disabled access.
Proceeds to the St Mary the Virgin
Westmill Facilities Fund
and the Parkinson’s Society

Come and enjoy
tea and cake in a
delightful
country garden

Any donations of raffle prizes, bottles for the
tombola, books and cakes (cakes can be
brought along on the day), very gratefully
received. Items can be delivered or will
collect, contact Sue on 273207, The
Appleyard, Westmill or Diane on 273152, The
Pilgrimage, Westmill

St Mary the Virgin, Westmill
Church report – Spring 2019
Despite the cold spell the snowdrops have appeared
early in the Churchyard and look very pretty.
Very sadly, 2019 started with the passing of Pat Orchard Lisle, so much part of
the Church and the village for many years. Pat will be very much missed. On
another sad note was the funeral of Netta Whiteford, much loved wife of Willy
Whiteford, long time farm manager at Westmill Bury.
The Church Nativity Service on Christmas Eve was very successful and well
received by everyone attending. It was wonderful for the children to be
involved in the traditional Christmas story.
The PCC have now had further discussions with regard to the location of Church
facilities. Areas have been earmarked and it is hoped to have outline plans
available at the Church Annual Parochial Church Council Annual General
Meeting on the 24th March after the service. Plans will also be available on
public display in the Church for all to see once drawn up.
It is hoped to have more positive news with regard to the erection of the
memorial in memory of Peter Mildren in the near future.
As the year progresses dates are starting to appear in the Church diary. The
Daffodil Coffee Morning is to take place on Tuesday 26th March by kind
permission of Lord and Lady Carter (see front cover of the newsletter).
Mrs Jenny Marsh has very kindly offered to hold another “Westmill Afternoon
Teas” in her beautiful garden again this year on Sunday 2nd June (please see
details on previous page).
We are very lucky to be able to hold our Discussion Group, led by Norman
Jones and very kindly hosted by Diane and David Plummer, at 3.30 on Monday
afternoons on a regular basis. Another positive event being held in the Church
is ‘Rhyme Time’ for the 0 to 5 year olds, now on the first Tuesday of every
month.
Some lovely news to report; the Church has been booked for four weddings
already this year, the dates are 15th June, 20th and 27th July and 10th August.
Many thanks to all in the Church and the Village for your support.
Here’s to a very lovely year ahead at St Mary’s and in the Village despite all the
uncertainty with Brexit!
St Mary the Virgin PCC

FERAL (AND SEMI FERAL) CATS NEEDING GOOD HOMES
The Scratching Post Cat Rescue are based at Waltham Abbey and not only do they
rescue and rehome domestic cats but also unsocialised cats who have been
unfortunate enough to be born outside as strays and had no human interaction. These
cats are known as ferals and the charity is always getting calls from people about large
colonies of feral cats that are homeless and hungry. It starts off with someone leaving
a cat unneutered and before you know it sadly there are twenty cats!
These lovely cats need good homes where they can be fed twice a day, have a warm
bed to snuggle up in and a safe area to roam. Whether that is a farm, stables or in fact
even a large garden with a suitable outbuilding they can use, any of these are ideal.
Ferals are always homed in a minimum of two cats as company for each other. They
are all vet checked, neutered, flead, wormed and microchipped.
If you can offer a kind loving home to a pair (or more) of ferals please do get in touch
with the charity. As well as ferals they currently have a number of semi feral cats,
these are either ex domestic cats who have become very untrusting of humans or the
other way round – ferals who are starting to realise that not all humans are bad and
beginning to enjoy some fuss. Either way they are not quite ready for a domestic home
but will do the job of a feral at keeping rodents under control whilst enjoying your
company. Please spread the word and help this charity; as soon as they home their
existing ferals they are busy rescuing the next homeless hungry little cats so you are
saving even more lives when you give some a home.
The Scratching Post Help Line: 01992 626110
Postscript from Jan:
I saw one of their advertisements in Pearce’s Farm Shop and lasted
a day before I rang them! It is essential that the cats are kept
secure in their new home for four weeks to learn where they are
fed and cared for, so after a home visit to establish that what I
proposed was suitable, I set about some enthusiastic DIY on one of
my garden sheds.
I can’t begin to praise the staff of The Scratching Post enough
for their dedication and they face a huge problem, so if you’ve
space in your heart and garden to help please do give them a call.
PPS. My shed has become a very cosy, safe haven and Bella and Belle (top of the page) have since
taken up residence. They are very shy but are just visible in their new home if you look very hard.

Local Honey
for Sale
£4 for 12oz Jar
Contact Bryan
01763 273493

Ideal for garden parties or events
when weather conditions might
be a worry, you can hire this
splendid marquee for a nominal
charge. It will hold 40-60 people.
Enquiries to: 07791 491293

Raw, natural, local honey. Bees are
managed ethically and only excess
honey extracted

VILLAGE HALL
The Greg Trust hires out the hall
which is especially suitable for
daytime gatherings &
children's parties.
All enquiries to:
Mike McRae 272147
or email mjsmcrae@aol.com
REMEMBER THE
CLOCKS GO
FORWARD
ONE HOUR
ON SUNDAY
31ST MARCH

PLUMBS DAIRY
Support our dairy herds and, if you’re keen
to help the environment too,
milk can be delivered in glass bottles!

Tel: 01223 893033
Email: info@plumbs-dairy.co.uk
www.plumbs-dairy.co.uk
The Friends of Westmill Church village lottery
continues to provide valuable funds to allow the
Trustees to help with the maintenance of the Church.
Many thanks to all our regular participants.
Anyone wishing to join can do so by contacting Jan
James on 01763 272217.

Thanks to Matt of FINGERPRINTS DESIGN who affords us
“mates rates” for printing the newsletter.
Pimlico House, Gascoyne Way Hertford
Herts. SG13 8EA
(01992) 581302 print@fingerprintsdesign.co.uk

Thanks
to Matt
Design
who affords
us “mateswho
rates” have
printing the
Thanks
toof Fingerprints
Westmill
Parish
Council
paid
newsletter.

for
the printing of this issue of Westmill Village News.
Thanks as well to all those who contribute.

FREE RANGE
EGGS £1.00
per half dozen.
Will deliver in
Westmill village.

01763 272516

Logs cut to size and
delivered to your home.
Mr J Moule
01763 272516
07813 249778

ST MARY THE VIRGIN WESTMILL
Church Services March, April & May
Sunday 3rd March

9.30 Morning Worship

Ash Wednesday 6th March

7.00 pm Service of Ashing

Sunday 10th March

9.30 Sung Eucharist

Sunday 17th March

NO SERVICE (Holy Communion Services 9.30am at
St Mary’s Aspenden and 11am at St Peter’s Buntingford)

Sunday 24th March

9.30 Sung Eucharist

Sunday 31st March
Mothering Sunday
& Clocks go forward

NO SERVICE (Holy Communion Service 9.30am at
St Mary’s Aspenden)

Sunday 7th April

9.30 Morning Worship

Sunday 14th April
Palm Sunday

9.30 Holy Communion

Maundy Thursday 18th April
Good Friday 19th April
Easter Sunday 21st April

NO SERVICE (Holy Communion Services 9.30am at
St Mary’s Aspenden and 11am at St Peter’s Buntingford)

Sunday 28th April

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 5th May

9.30 Morning Worship

Sunday 12th May

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 19th May

NO SERVICE (Holy Communion Services 9.30am at
St Mary’s Aspenden and 11am at St Peter’s Buntingford

Sunday 26th May

9.30 Holy Communion

ALL VERY WELCOME.
PLEASE STAY FOR COFFEE AND CHAT AFTER THE SERVICES.

