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Taken by Lucia Knight

Our beautiful and historic lychgate is in desperate need of repair
and we want to make sure it features in happy wedding photos for
many years to come.
Will you help us raise sufficient monies to put these works in hand?
Please support FoWC fund raising events or, if you prefer, make a
donation to the Lychgate Fund. See inside for details.

Taken from the
Engineer’s Report

Tickets: £6
with
tea/coffee
& cakes
in the
interval.
A concert in memory of
Jenny Soar, our friend and
fellow Mustard Seed
Singer.
All profits going to three charities
close to Jenny’s heart:
Cancer Research;
Essex & Herts Air Ambulance &
Friends of Westmill Church –
Raising funds for repairs to the
Church Lych Gate.

4 P.M. SUNDAY
16TH JUNE 2019 at
St Mary the Virgin
Westmill

Available
from choir
members or
ring Jan on
01763
272217
For those less
able B.A.L.A.
offer a free
journey to our
concert and
we secure a
donation to
cover their
costs.

T & M GREG TRUST
The village is lucky to have access to The Twitchell,
The woodland copse behind the allotments which is
Popular with dog walkers as well as other villagers.
This Spring the Trustees called on the expertise of a
professional arborist to advise on a tree management
programme to maintain the health of the copse. We
have begun a process of thinning and removing dead
wood, which will encourage growth and also bring
more light and wildlife into the woodland.
At the village hall, the toilets and kitchen have been
redecorated as well as the interior of the entrance hall.
The trustees have taken the advice of two experienced
roofing companies on the condition of the roof, which
will need major repairs in a few years but thankfully
not yet.

(Thanks to Lucia Knight for the photo)

The playground has had two rotten posts near the entrance replaced and we are
expecting the annual inspection of the play equipment in the Summer. We hope to get
another Low Risk rating. The grass is being cut regularly through the growing season
by a local contractor.
Julia Carter Chair, Trustees of the Greg Trust

Westmill Art Exhibition –
August Bank Holiday 2019
The time is fast approaching. Are you busy painting?
New artists are always welcome. Artists who have exhibited
previously will be contacted.
The exhibition will be held as usual over the Bank Holiday 24,
25 and 26 August between 10 am and 5 pm in Westmill Village
Hall.
Everyone is welcome to come and have a look. All works are for sale.
There is no entry fee for the exhibition but donations are welcome.
Funds raised go to local charities and good causes.
Hope to see your work there.
For further information or an entry form contact;
Olga 01763 273654 or e-mail Sue on phippsappleyard@btinternet.com

Westmill Parish Council – Update May 2019
May 2019 was the end of our Parish Councillors’ 4 year term of office along with many
other parish and town councils in Hertfordshire. We ‘advertised’ on the village notice
board and the WPC website that any parishioner interested in serving their
community, including existing councillors, were invited to submit their nomination to
East Herts Council with a deadline of the 4th April 2019.
Five parishioners submitted their nominated papers having being proposed and
seconded by other parishioners who are registered on the current Westmill electoral
roll. These five candidates were duly elected without contest and completed formal
‘Declaration of Office’ documents at the WPC AGM on the 15th May 2019.
These ‘newly elected’ Westmill Parish Councillors for the new term are:Michael McRae, Anne Downes, Diane Bowtell, Raymond Partridge and Winston Pickup.
We therefore have one parish councillor vacancy, which we will seek to fill through coopting a parishioner in the coming months.
The Annual Parish Meeting was also held on the 15 th May when Michael McRae as
Chairman gave a report for WPC highlights covered in the period May 2018 – April
2019.
At the AGM of Westmill Parish Council Michael McRae was nominated to continue as
Chairman for the 2019/20 year
.
Our Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer, Bernadette King, has tendered her
resignation for this role from the end of August. We will therefore commence the
process of recruiting a successor. If you are interested in serving our Westmill
community in this important role please contact Bernadette on 01763 273356 or
Michael McRae on 0778 721789.
WPC have been in contact with HCC Highways to get the vegetation cut back on the
verge at the junction of the Westmill north exit onto the A10 to improve a driver’s
visibility. They have advised us that this is planned to be carried out before the end of
May. We will continue to follow this matter up to get this work done as soon as
possible.
Our next Parish Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 28 th August 2019 in the Village
Hall at 7.30pm.
M McRae May 2019

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Your Neighbourhood Coordinators:-

Trina McMullen (271395); Melanie Mason (273493); Diane Plummer (273152);
Sue Willson (272226);
Michael Thody (271321); Dennis Downes (273361)

Neighbourhood Watch Advice Clinic
On Saturday 22nd June 2019 at the Village Hall in Westmill between 10am - 2.00pm we
will be holding a Neighbourhood Watch Advice Clinic. This will be attended by Police
Officers from the East Herts Safer Neighbourhood Team for them to give advice and help in
preventing residents becoming victims of crime.
They will be joined by colleagues from East Herts Council ( Environmental Team )who will
give advice on issues relating to; noise, pollution and any other anti-social issues.
In addition the Herts Fire and Rescue Service will be available to carry out “Safe and Well
checks” for those most vulnerable residents.
I’m sure you will agree as one of the smaller villages in the area we should consider
ourselves privileged to warrant this support in striving to keep us safe and crime free.
To show our appreciation we would ask that you attend this session at some point during
Saturday 22nd June.
We look forward to seeing you then.
Dennis Downes

WESTMILL EVENTS COMMITTEE

Richard Wood
the.difference@btinternet.com

Our 8th AGM was held on Tuesday 19th March 2019 when we looked back over the previous
year – our income and outgoings. FoWC’s income derives primarily from donations and the
Village Lottery and in 2018 it amounted to just over £3,000. Our outgoings comprised a £20
lottery licence and payments to St Mary the Virgin totalling £4,230 all for repairs to the fabric
of the building – namely, one of the corner pillars to the churchyard perimeter wall; the stained
glass window in the Chancel on the south wall; and a contribution towards numerous
stonework repairs both internal and external, items that had all been highlighted in the
Quinquennial Report as requiring attention.
We are a registered charity with https://www.wonderful.org/charity/friendsofwestmillchurch
Log on to read about FoWC and whilst you’re there perhaps you could make a donation?
Do you use Amazon for any purchases? If so, you can “give” to FoWC without it costing you a
penny more as we are a registered charity with them also. Use www.amazonsmile.com and
Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible purchases to the charity of your choice.
Same products, same prices, same service but FoWC will benefit each time you spend.
Our lychgate is one of very few still remaining in the country and to ensure it remains safe for
years to come it is in urgent need of repair. It has been inspected by a qualified engineer who
has submitted his report together with comprehensive proposals for the works required to
ensure it is sympathetically restored. As yet we do not have a total figure as several trades will
need to be employed. However, we can safely assume it’s going to be more than just a few
th
bob!! Some of the profits from the next Mustard Seed Singers’ concert on 16 June will be
donated to this cause and the popular Hertfordshire Police Choir is performing in the Church on
Monday 21st October with all profits to FoWC. A “Race Night” in the Sword Inn Hand early
next year is also being planned.
Please support these events where you can or if you would like to make a donation towards
the Lychgate Repairs Fund then please contact Winston directly on 01763 273519.
It may look as if we’re always coming round with a “begging bowl” but please be assured that
lots and lots of maintenance jobs are undertaken free of any labour charges by some FoWC
committee members and a band of willing village helpers.
We are, therefore, only asking for more funding to help with larger projects which are either
outside of our realms of expertise, where there is a requirement for specific tradespeople to
carry out these works as is sometimes dictated by the Diocese or where costs are much more
than our current funds can meet.
Friends of Westmill Church Fund Raising Committee.

St Mary the Virgin, Westmill
Church report - Summer 2019
Just before going to press we heard the very sad news of the death of Sheila Gregory,
a much loved member of the Church congregation and the Church Choir as well as
the Mustard Seed Singers choir. Our thoughts are with Sheila’s family and friends at
this time.
Also thinking of the family and friends of Violet Smith from The Terrace, a very long
time resident of Westmill whom many will know, who very sadly passed away just
before Easter.
Summer is a round the corner and the Churchyard is looking very splendid and the
chirrups of the nesting birds can be heard against the backdrop of the spring lambs.
A highlight in the Church calendar was the
most welcome visit of Bishop Alan of St
Albans to the Church on the 9th April. He led
the confirmation of several church members
from Buntingford, Baldock and Thorley
including Keely Day from our congregation.
Congratulations to all, it was a wonderful
celebration and one to remember.

Bishop Alan with the candidates at the Confirmation Service

All thanks to the tea team for providing such
wonderful refreshments.
Rita, Diane and David manning the
Confirmation service refreshments

Team Westmill on tea and cake duty
at the Daffodil Coffee Morning

In March we held our annual Daffodil Coffee
Morning by kind permission of Lord and Lady Carter
to whom we give our special for very kindly hosting
the event again this year. It was a brilliant morning
and very well attended. The weather was so kind to
us and people were able to pick daffodils. We raised
over £400 the most ever to date which will go
towards the Church Facilities Fund. Thanks to
everyone who supported this event and who worked
so diligently behind the scenes to make the day a
great success.

It is very good to note the increase in the use of our beautiful Church with the
continuing monthly session of the Rhyme Time, held on the first Tuesday of the
month at 1.30 to 2.30 for Children aged 0 to 5 (£1.50 per family).
Also we now have the revival of the Westmill Handbell Ringers who meet every
Tuesday evening at 7.30. It is great fun, so do come along and join us.
The OOTH ‘Out of the House’ Group, held their first monthly meeting in April in the
Children’s Room. The June meeting is on the 17th but look out for details on the
village notice board or telephone Bernadette on 01763 373356 for more information.
The discussion group led by Reverend Norman Jones is held on a regularly monthly
basis on a Monday afternoon and is well supported. Many thanks to Diane and David
Plummer for so kindly hosting the Group. All welcome - please contact Diane and
David for details (01763 273152).
On a not so good note, the Church lychgate is in desperate need of repair. Having
been constructed by the Victorians back in the 1870s, it is now feeling the years!
Friends of Westmill Church are planning several events to raise money for the
repairs. A report has been carried out for the work required.
We are still working on Church Facilities and looking into making the Lady Chapel
more useable as a Community area without distracting from the main purpose of the
Chapel within the Church. No further decisions at the moment but we are making
moves in the right direction.
We are very pleased to say that we have now received the Faculty for the erection of
the Memorial in the memory of Peter Mildren. The plaque is now being prepared
and it is hoped that it can be installed below the existing memorial in the very near
future.
You may have noticed we now have an official plaque on the wall by the lych gate
indicating that we have two war graves in our Churchyard.
As the year progresses dates are starting to appear in the Church diary. Mrs Jenny
Marsh has very kindly offered to hold the Westmill Afternoon Teas in her beautiful
garden again this year, on Sunday 2nd June (details in last newsletter).
The Mustard Seed Singers are holding a concert on Sunday 16th June in memory of
Jenny Soar, a much loved member of the congregation and PCC secretary, who sadly
passed away last year.
We are so pleased to have four weddings this year, the first one being held on the
15th June. Congratulations to all our brides and grooms and especially to Hannah and
Jeremy on the 20th July.
All thanks to everyone for their help and support in maintaining and running our
wonderful St Mary’s Westmill.
St Mary the Virgin PCC
Summer 2019

HILS is the largest non-profit meals on wheels service in the UK. It was established by Hertfordshire
County Council in 2007 as a charitable social enterprise. HILS also provides a range of services to help
people stay happy, healthy and remain in their own homes.
The meals on wheels service operates 365 days a year providing a hot meal and dessert for £4.75 per
day. This service is delivered at usually the same time every day and includes a welfare check within
this price.
The service can also provide a range of other services which are outlined in their booklet to include :





Community Alarms and Telecare
Pop in Visits- to ensure you are well , to include medication prompts
Keysafes - a secure metal box secured outside to hold a house key which allows access to
those who require it



A Nutrition and Well Being Service - a general check to ensure you stay healthy

As you can see a complete range of services are available to those who may need them subject to
eligibility
If you feel that you may be interested in receiving a booklet please contact me, Anne Downes,
(Westmill Parish Councillor) on 01763 273361. Or you can speak to HILS directly on 0330 2000 103

Hertfordshire Family Centre Service
RHYME TIME comes to Westmill

Organised by the Royston and Buntingford Children’s Centre
held in The Children’s Room, St Mary’s Church,Westmill
on the first Tuesday of every month
Children from 0 to 5 years very welcome
A fun session with rhymes and music.
Parents and children encouraged to join in with singing and movement
and can explore instruments and sensory materials.
An opportunity to meet other parents and carers. £1.50 per family entrance

Local Honey
for Sale
£4 for 12oz Jar
Contact Bryan
01763 273493

Ideal for garden parties or events
when weather conditions might
be a worry, you can hire this
splendid marquee for a nominal
charge. It will hold 40-60 people.
Enquiries to: 07791 491293

Raw, natural, local honey. Bees are
managed ethically and only excess
honey extracted

VILLAGE HALL
The Greg Trust hires out the hall
which is especially suitable for
daytime gatherings &
children's parties.
All enquiries to:
Mike McRae 272147
or email mjsmcrae@aol.com
Mathematics Tutoring
GCSE Maths, A level Maths
or A level Further Maths.
Highly experienced maths
teacher in Key Stage 4 and 5.
Contact Bryan on 01763 273493

PLUMBS DAIRY
Support our dairy herds and, if you’re keen
to help the environment too,
milk can be delivered in glass bottles!

Tel: 01223 893033
Email: info@plumbs-dairy.co.uk
www.plumbs-dairy.co.uk
The Friends of Westmill Church village lottery
continues to provide valuable funds to allow the
Trustees to help with the maintenance of the Church.
Many thanks to all our regular participants.
Anyone wishing to join can do so by contacting Jan
James on 01763 272217.

Thanks to Matt of FINGERPRINTS DESIGN who affords us
“mates rates” for printing the newsletter.
Pimlico House, Gascoyne Way Hertford
Herts. SG13 8EA
(01992) 581302 print@fingerprintsdesign.co.uk

Thanks to Matt
Fingerprints
Design
whoGeorge
affords us “mates
printing
the for the
Thanks
toofThe
Guild
of St
whorates”
have
paid
newsletter.
printing of this issue of Westmill Village News.
Thanks as well to all those who contribute.

FREE RANGE
EGGS £1.00
per half dozen.
Will deliver in
Westmill village.

01763 272516

Logs cut to size and
delivered to your home.
Mr J Moule
01763 272516
07813 249778

ST MARY THE VIRGIN WESTMILL

Church Services
June, July & August

Sunday 2nd June

9.30 Morning Worship

Sunday 9th June

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 16th June

NO SERVICE
(Holy Communion Services 9.30am at St Mary’s Aspenden
and 11am at St Peter’s Buntingford)

Sunday 23rd June

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 30th June

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 7th July

9.30 Morning Worship

Sunday 14th July

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 21st July

NO SERVICE
(Holy Communion Services 9.30am at St Mary’s Aspenden
and 11am at St Peter’s Buntingford)

Sunday 28th July

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 4th August

9.30 Morning Worship

Sunday 11th August

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 18th August

NO SERVICE
(Holy Communion Services 9.30am at St Mary’s Aspenden
and 11am at St Peter’s Buntingford

Sunday 25th August

9.30 Holy Communion

ALL VERY WELCOME.
PLEASE STAY FOR COFFEE AND CHAT AFTER THE SERVICES.

