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Carols on the Village Green
Monday 23rd December 2019
Meet us around the tree at 6.30 p.m.
followed by Mulled Wine, Stollen
and Mince Pies in the Village Hall.
This is a great way for those living in Westmill to
meet together and also to welcome new villagers.
Donations of wine or snacks welcome.
BRING A TORCH!
Ray Partridge, Westmill Events 273654

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Your Neighbourhood Coordinators:-

Trina McMullen (271395); Melanie Mason (273493); Diane Plummer (273152);
Sue Willson (272226);
Michael Thody (271321); Dennis Downes (273361)
For those residents who could not visit the very successful Advice Clinic held on the Village Green in
June this year I have enclosed the telephone number that the Hertfordshire Fire and Rescue Service
gave out on the day. If you would like a FREE Safe and Well Visit incorporating Home Fire Safety
please call 0300 123 4046 to book your appointment. You may be eligible for a FREE smoke detector.
Alternatively visit www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/fire.
Other useful numbers/websites:Potholes, damaged pavements
Fly tipping and litter
Drainage
Pest control
Anti social behaviour
Citizens Advice Bureau.
Call your local Police.
In an Emergency always call

0300 1234047
01279 655261
01279 655261
01279 655261
01279 655261 or 101
08444 111 444
101
999

For detailed crime prevention advice, please visit www.herts.police.uk/crimeprevention
If you require further information please do not hesitate to contact me or any of the NeighbourHood
Watch Team.
Be safe.
Dennis Downes

Westmill Art Exhibition – Village Sign
After several years of previous exhibitions and following another
successful event over the August Bank Holiday we are now closer to our
aim of funding and arranging for a village sign on the green. It will be
painted on cast metal or polyester resin and supported by a wooden post. This has
been selected with maintenance and cost in mind. We have had initial discussions with
the Parish Council and Conservation Officer.
The sign will attempt to represent the essence of the village in simple pictorial format.
We will include a watermill and the River Rib, historical buildings, sheep etc. The design
and production of these signs is very specialised. Should anyone have any experience
or contacts in this field we would welcome their input. It will be the villagers’ sign so
we welcome your involvement. Please let me have any ideas by 15th January.
Olga
Covey - Phone 273654

WESTMILL VILLAGE LOTTERY
If you’re new to the village or maybe just
haven’t thought much about it, please
consider taking part in our village lottery.
Although it’s run by Friends of Westmill
Church it’s not just about whether you use
the church as a place of worship but equally
about keeping a magnificent historic Grade
II* listed building (dating back in part to the
11th Century) in good repair for generations
to come.
Would Westmill present the same desirable
image without the quintessential village
church one wonders?
For a mere £2 a month you could be helping
to safeguard the structure of the building, be
in with a chance of a share of the prize
money and also be maintaining Westmill’s
status as one of the most desirable villages
in East Hertfordshire all at the same time.
What better way to spend a couple of quid!
Ring Jan on 272217 to join.

This is Poppy as featured in the November 2019 issue of
'Hertfordshire Life' Magazine.
I've always loved photography & am apt to take far too
many photographs whilst walking with Poppy through the
countryside.
The 'Hertfordshire Life' run a monthly photographic
competition ~ so why not send your own favourites
through . . . you could even win a prize!
Lucia Knight

Westmill Events
Everyone is invited to attend our AGM on Wednesday 15th January 2020
at 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall
We are a very small committee and would welcome others joining us to pool ideas for
events that can be enjoyed by our village.
The Village Supper in October was quite a small affair but we had a really
had a really fun time. How can we make this event appealing
to more people? Let us know your views.
We’re looking forward to Carols on the Green – see front cover.
The Quiz Night is always a firm favourite and tickets sell out
very quickly. Look out for fliers as it’s scheduled for a spring airing.
What about V.E. Day on 8th May? Do you have any ideas how we might celebrate the 75 th
Anniversary of this significant day in our history?
Even if you’re not inclined towards being a “committee member” please do come along to
the AGM with your ideas and support.
John Bowtell, Acting Chairman

WESTMILL PARISH COUNCIL
We mentioned in the September 2019 issue of the Westmill Newsletter that Hertfordshire
County Council (HCC) are planning to carry out their 10 year review on several
Hertfordshire byways, which includes two that come through our parish. These are
known as Great Munden 059 and Cottered 047, which is commonly known as ‘Back Lane’
or the ‘Old Roman Road’. These start in Cherry Green, Westmill and go through to
Ardeley and Hare Street in Cottered.
At present these byways have a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) in place for not permitting
their use by motorised vehicles and motorcycles. We are aware that HCC are being
lobbied by 4x4 Clubs and Motorbike Trail riders who have expressed their wish to have
the TRO restrictions lifted to allow them use of these byways as ‘off road’ tracks.
These byeways are currently used by walkers, ramblers, pedal cyclists and horse riders.
Should HCC decide to lift the present restrictions they will become unsafe for these users,
the surface will be damaged making it difficult for pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders to
use them and the peace, birds, animals and countryside around these byways will all be
disturbed.
Although the official consultation period has not yet commenced, any parishioner who
has concerns about lifting the present restrictions on these byways can make their views
known to HCC. Any communications received by them will be considered when HCC carry
out their review. Should you wish to make any comments these can be sent by email to
Richard Cuthbert at HCC who is the ‘Team Leader Definitive Map and Enforcement
Countryside & Rights of Way Service’ richard.cuthbert@hertfordshire.gov.uk
Please also copy your email to:- james.bartlett@hertfordshire.gov.uk and the district’s
HCC Councillors ken.croften@hertfordshire.gov.uk and jeff.jones@hertfordshire.gov.uk
This subject will also be discussed at our next Parish Council meeting at
7.30 pm in the village hall on Wednesday 4th December 2019.
WPC will again acquire a Christmas tree for the village green which will be
lit from early December. This is always welcomed by parishioners who
enjoy its brightness on the dark nights in the build up to Christmas and the
New Year.
Michael McRae
“The Personal Touch”
I live in Westmill and I am a Qualified Professional Agency Carer with over 12 years experience.
Frequently I see carers being overbooked or expected to work within impossible time parameters
which can sometimes be to the detriment of their clients.
For this reason I am considering going freelance, hopefully alongside another equally qualified
professional female carer, to enable “The Personal Touch” to afford people the time and personal
care they require; only accepting a new client if they can genuinely be fitted into a reasonable
timescale that suits them and is possible for the carer to achieve in a safe and proper manner.
If you are interested in personal care with a truly personal and caring approach please either send
me an email thepersonaltouch@btinternet.com or call me on 07813 132 866
References from people in the village available.

Westmill’s New War Memorial

On August 31st at 12.25pm, you may have been fortunate to see a lone Spitfire gracing
the clear blue skies over Westmill. We were privileged to have this display provided by
the Aircraft Restoration Company at Duxford as a perfect finale to the dedication of
Westmill’s new War Memorial.
St. Mary’s was packed with villagers from Westmill, the Deputy Lieutenant and High
Sheriff of Hertfordshire as well as guests from the RAF Association and Royal British
Legion from across Hertfordshire for a service of dedication led by Reverend Ian Hill and
Reverend Charles Thody.
I would like to say a huge thank you to the whole team of people who cleaned,
decorated the church with flowers, arranged additional seating and to the PCC and
Sword Inn Hand for providing refreshments for our guests. Special thanks must also go to
Alan Millard and Alan Kingsley for their wonderful photographs.
Back in January 2015, Reverend Hill approached me to see if I “fancied helping” establish
a lasting memorial to Pilot Officer Peter Mildren, as far as we know, the only Westmill
Resident to lose his life during the Second World War. I had worked with Mike Harding
to research and document the names on the First World War Memorial and the PCC
thought I might be interested!
I was fortunate enough to know Pat, Peter’s elder brother and his Sister-in-Law Betty and
both were determined that Peter should not be forgotten. Betty left a gift to the PCC in
her Will to ensure that a lasting memorial could be created so I accepted Reverend Hill’s
invitation and started work.
Firstly, I met with the Church Architect to discuss options for a fitting memorial which
might be acceptable to St. Albans. As you can imagine, siting a memorial in a listed
church has its own set of ‘challenges’! I proposed that the memorial should recognise
ALL those that gave their lives between 1939 and 1945 and specifically, identify the
name of Pilot Officer Mildren.
The PCC agreed and we considered different materials, designs and wording for the
memorial, discussing the options with the Diocesan Advisory Committee before finally
agreeing on, and obtaining a Faculty for the memorial which we unveiled during the
service of dedication.

It was an enormous honour to be involved with the creation of this memorial during
which time I was also able to learn more about the young man whose name is inscribed
upon it. Along the way, valuable information was provided by ‘The Battle of Britain
London Monument’ and Felsted School and subsequently we have been able to create a
short biography:
Peter Mildren was born in 1919 in Cherry Green. In 1933 he joined his elder brother at
Felsted School in Essex. He was a House prefect, a member of the School Running VIII
and XXX, and secretary of the Wireless Society.
In Peter’s obituary, The Felstedian said “As a House prefect, Peter did a difficult job most
efficiently. There was much in Peter. Perhaps he was over-sensitive, but he was warm
hearted and considerate to a degree, and his friends both here and elsewhere will always
remember him with affection”.
Peter joined the RAF on a short service commission and started his training on 31 st
August 1939, exactly 80 years ago to the day we unveiled the memorial. The Felstedian
goes on to say, “During that first winter he was handicapped by illness, but on recovery
he found life as a fighter-pilot much to his liking”.
He qualified as a Pilot Officer on 31st August 1940 and went to 7 Operational Training
Unit in Hawarden, Flintshire the following day to complete his training on Spitfires. He
joined 54 Squadron in Catterick on 16th September. The squadron was heavily involved
throughout the Battle of Britain.
He moved to 66 Squadron at Gravesend on 14th October and was later based at West
Malling and Biggin Hill.
On 11th February 1941, at 1620hrs, Peter left Biggin Hill in Spitfire P7520 with eleven
other aircraft of 66 Squadron and eleven aircraft from 74 Squadron to sweep from
Boulogne to Gravelines.
Forty minutes later, at 17.00hrs, five Messerschmitt 109’s dived from the clouds on to
66 Squadron and Peter was attacked. Reports indicate that his aircraft was seen to go
down, apparently out of control.
Peter was 21.
He is buried in Boulogne in the care of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission.
It transpired that another member of 66 Squadron, Pilot Officer Stanley Baker, was lost
in the same action, but unlike Peter, he was never found.
Peter's name is inscribed on the Christopher Foxley-Norris Memorial Wall at the
National Memorial to the Few at Capel-le-Ferne. He is also remembered on the Battle of
Britain London Monument on Westminster Embankment and, we have subsequently
found out, his name is also inscribed on the memorial screen in the RAF Chapel at Biggin
Hill which records the name of all those killed in action while flying from Biggin Hill.
I’m sure Pat and Betty would have been delighted to see this memorial dedicated in the
church they loved so much…
Nigel Leaney
Please see www.friendsofwestmillchurch.org.uk for more photos

St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Church report – Winter 2019
The colours in the Churchyard are at their autumnal best after the annual clearance
which went ahead despite the awful weather which did not dampen people’s spirits.
Although it was a smaller turnout a huge amount of work got done.
On August 31st the unveiling and dedication of the plaque in memory of Peter Mildren was a
wonderful service for the Church and all who attended.
The Police Concert in October in aid of the lychgate fund was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone.
Rhyme Time continues to be held on the first Tuesday of the month – see ad on next page.
The handbell ringers have had much fun over the last few months but we’re taking a break until
next spring. We hope more people will want to come and join us then.
Westmill’s very own “Yooth” Club meet on a Monday once a month and is well supported – see
over the page for their news.
Progress on the Church Facilities came to a standstill as the lychgate obviously took priority but
these repairs would now appear to be virtually complete as reported by FoWC below.
The PCC would like to express their sincere thanks to Syd Ashley (Norman Crossley & Ptnrs.) and
David McMullen who led this project with unstinting personal commitment from start to finish.
We have, however, now received the temporary licence allowing us to remove the pews in the
Lady Chapel on a trial basis to see if this area can be utilised more beneficially.
Unfortunately there was another “intruder” incident where damage occurred to the organ and
the police attended. It is with regret that the Church is temporarily closed while security
measures are being investigated and put in place.
Very sadly over the last few months we lost Heather Brooks at a very young age, Revd Norman
Bingham, Bob Williams of Knights Hill Farm and Betty Benning, our editor Jan’s mother. However,
on a happier note we were so pleased to have held four weddings in the Church this year, all went
very well and all good wishes to our bride and grooms.
Many thanks to all in the Church and the village for their continuing support and we wish
everyone a very Happy Christmas and
New Year.
St Mary the Virgin PCC

AGM – TUESDAY 3RD MARCH 2020 7.45pm in
Hertfordshire Constabulary Choir
The Sword Inn Hand. Everyone very welcome.
sang in St Mary’s in October boosting
the Lychgate Fund to the tune of £466.00 and a return visit in summer next year is
already planned. All major work on the Lychgate has now been completed and it is
envisaged that the remaining small works will be finished by the end of the month.
FOWC and the PCC want to sincerely thank all the villagers who made donations to our
appeal.
Unfortunately once the main oak plates had been removed further rot was discovered
to the two main support pillars and the joints on the radial arms.
Fund raising events for the Lychgate will continue in 2020 to replenish the Church's
building reserve funds which will have to be used to complete the project.
With this in mind the first event planned will be a Race Night in the Pub in February. In
the past these have proved very popular and proceeds should go some considerable
way to replenishing funds. Please look out for notices/fliers and come along.

WESTMILL’S “YOOTH” (You’re Out Of The House) GROUP ...........
An update from Jen and Bernadette:
In September we gained a fascinating insight into beekeeping expertly presented by Bryan and
Melanie. We all developed a greater understanding and respect for these humble but crucial
creatures. Without them our planet would be in trouble! We tasted a selection of the delicious
honeys they produce which we would recommend for their taste and health giving benefits.
Jo Bell writes:
The Yooth Club hit the bottle for its monthly meet in October. After two very informative evenings on
First Aid and Bee Keeping we educated our taste buds in the art of Gin Tasting. Owen led a very
entertaining evening sampling 10 very different gins all supplied by group members.
Between tasters he enlightened us with gin based facts in the form of a quiz and even a string
of boozy jokes that somehow seemed to get funnier as the night progressed! Each gin was
given a mark out of 5 by the tasters and opinions were very varied, however the current
trend for flavoured gins won through with Judy and Michael Thody’s entry a
“Pink Grapefruit and Elderflower Gin Liqueur” from the Co-Op being a clear winner.
Future Events:
November 18th 7.30 in the Church room . A look at Westmill’s history at three points in time.
(Write up in the next newsletter)
December 7th Christmas Wreath making. 10.am-12 noon, there is a cost of £15 to cover
materials , mince pies and mulled wine. Contact Jen on 01763 273741/ 07749 241916 if you wish
to reserve a place.
December 9th Christmas lunch in the Sword, 12 30pm. Please contact Jen or Bernadette to book
your place and select your meal, by December 2nd.
January 13th 7.30 Casino Night in the village hall, dress to impress, bring your own tipple & a
good supply of Chocolate Money to gamble with! An evening to blow away the January Blues.

Hertfordshire Family
Centre Service
RHYME TIME
comes to Westmill

in The Children’s Room, St Mary’s
Church,Westmill from 1.30-2.30pm
on the first Tuesday of every month.
Children 0 to 5 years very welcome.
A fun session with rhymes and music.
Parents and children encouraged to join in
with singing and movement and can
explore instruments and sensory materials
An opportunity to meet other parents and
carers. £1.50 per family entrance

ST MARY THE VIRGIN WESTMILL

NATIVITY SERVICE
CHRISTMAS EVE TUESDAY

24TH DECEMBER at 5.30

Ideal for garden parties or events when weather
conditions might be a worry, you
can hire this splendid marquee
for a nominal charge.
It will hold 40-60 people.
Enquiries to: 07791 491293

Local Honey
For Sale
Raw, natural, local honey.
Bees are managed ethically &
only excess honey extracted.
£5 for 1lb jar.
Contact Bryan 01763 273493

VILLAGE HALL
The Greg Trust hires out the hall
which is especially suitable for
daytime gatherings &
children's parties.
All enquiries to:
Mike McRae 272147
or email mjsmcrae@aol.com
Wishing everyone a Very Merry
Christmas And a Happy New Year

PLUMBS DAIRY
Support our dairy herds and, if you’re keen
to help the environment too,
milk can be delivered in glass bottles!

Tel: 01223 893033
Email: info@plumbs-dairy.co.uk
www.plumbs-dairy.co.uk
Mathematics Tutoring
GCSE Maths, A level Maths
or A level Further Maths.
Highly experienced maths
teacher in Key Stage 4 and 5.
Contact Bryan on 01763 273493

Thanks to Matt in partnership with Hertfordshire Display
who affords us “mates rates” for printing the newsletter.
51 High Street, Ware, Herts. SG12 9BA (01920) 461191

matt@hdprint.co.uk

Thanks to Matt of Fingerprints Design who affords us “mates rates” printing the
newsletter.

FREE RANGE
EGGS £1.00
per half dozen.
Will deliver in
Westmill village.

01763 272516

Logs cut to size and
delivered to your home.
Mr J Moule
01763 272516
07813 249778

ST MARY THE VIRGIN WESTMILL

Church Services
December, January &February
Sunday 1st December

9.30 Morning Worship

Sunday 8th December

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 15th December

NO SERVICE
(Holy Communion Service 9.30 am at St Mary’s Aspenden
and Communion Service 11 am at St Peter’s Buntingford)

Sunday 22nd December

9.30 Holy Communion

Tuesday 24th December
Christmas Eve

5.30 Nativity Service

Sunday 29th December

NO SERVICE
(Holy Communion Service 11 am at St Peter’s Buntingford)

Sunday 5th January

9.30 Morning Worship

Sunday 12th January

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 19th January

NO SERVICE
(Holy Communion Service 9.30 am at St Mary’s Aspenden
and Communion Service 11 am at St Peter’s Buntingford)

Sunday 26th January

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 2nd February

9.30 Morning Worship

Sunday 9th February

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 16th February

NO SERVICE
(Holy Communion Service 9.30 am at St Mary’s Aspenden
and Communion Service 11 am at St Peter’s Buntingford

Sunday 23rd February

9.30 Holy Communion

ALL VERY WELCOME TO JOIN US FOR WORSHIP & COFFEE & CHAT AFTERWARDS

Thanks to T & M Greg Trust who have paid for the
printing of this issue of Westmill Village News.
Thanks as well to all those who contribute.

