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Daffodil and Coffee Morning
To be held at The Pump House, Coles Park,
Westmill, Buntingford SG9 9LT
On Tuesday 31st March 2020 at 10 am to 12 noon
By kind permission of Lord and Lady Carter

Come along and enjoy picking a bunch of daffodils
in the delightful setting of The Pump House. Entrance £3
to include coffee or tea and cake and a bunch of daffodils.
There will also be a raffle.
Proceeds from the morning to go to
St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Church Fund.
DIRECTIONS: The Pump House is situated about 1 mile from Westmill
just past Tillers End farm on the left with an enormous stone by the road.
Turn left just in front of the picket fence and continue down.
Any donations of cakes gratefully received which can be brought on the
morning or for collection ring 01763 273207.

PLEASE COME AND SUPPORT

WESTMILL’S “YOOTH” (You’re Out Of The House) GROUP ...........
Out with the old and in with the new:
The YOOTH club ended its first
year and the decade with a
wonderful Christmas lunch at our
local "The Sword Inn Hand".
Sixteen members enjoyed either
a traditional turkey dinner, or the
option of fish, pheasant or
vegetarian mains, as always
beautifully cooked and
presented by the Swords' team.
This was the last event of what
has been a really successful and
varied few months of events all
overseen by club founders Jenny
and Bernadette.
Into January and still in party mood a Casino night hosted
by Melanie and Bryan brought a lot of laugher to the village
hall. With Bryan on the roulette wheel, Georgie at the craps
table and Jack as dealer on the Blackjack table, even those
who had never visited a casino before soon got the hang of
the games and began to bet with their chocolate coin chips.
The high rollers amongst the guests went home with cups
full of chocolate coin chips whilst others decided to eat their
winnings!
A human one arm bandit machine gave us all a giggle to end
the evening.
Mike, Owen and John – three bandits!
Jo Bell
On Monday 17th February a relaxing evening was enjoyed by all trying out some mindful
meditations and learning how to do a hand massage. Everyone felt very zen by the end of the
evening!
Things planned for the next six months:
Tuesday 17th March:
Trip out to Hitchin Museum
Monday 6th April:
Westmill 1940’s-1950’s
th
Monday 11 May:
Wine Tasting Evening 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall
Monday 15th June:
Evening Walk & Drink in Pub 7.30 p.m.
Monday 13th July:
Corn Dollies 7.30 p.m. in the Church Children’s Room
Mid-Late August:
Westmill Photo Exhibition in the Village Hall (time to be confirmed)
More info from Bernadette 07504 611597 or Jen 07749 242916

St Mary the Virgin, Westmill Church report – Spring 2020
With all this mild weather the
snowdrops have appeared in
abundance this year in the
Churchyard giving it a very
spring-like feel.
The Christmas Eve Nativity
Service was well attended and
the children provided a
wonderful Christmas tableau.
In the pipe line at the moment
is the application for a new
notice board to the left of the
(photo: thanks to Janet Clayden)
lychgate. This should match in style with the existing sign on the right. It will
then leave the Church gates free of notices.
The pews have now been removed from the Lady Chapel on a temporary basis.
Many thanks to Tom, Jeremy and James for all their back breaking work in
removing the pews. Discussions will be held on how we can utilise the area.
Work has now been completed on the Church
lychgate, the first major renovation since it was
built in the 1870s and it looks stunning and is much
admired by all. Huge thanks to all who made this
possible; the Friends of Westmill Church for
funding the project, Winston, Owen, David and Syd
for their enormous contribution.
Repairs to the Churchyard wall have now been completed which blend in very
well with the existing brickwork.
This year has seen the sad passing of John Ormond-King but there is one
wedding in May and hopefully a Christening to look forward to. Events this year
involving the Church are the Daffodil Coffee Morning on Tuesday 31 st March (see
front cover) a Musical Concert on the 16th May in aid of the Lychgate Appeal and
Westmill Teas (details in the newsletter).
Rhyme Time is held on the first Tuesday of the month for 0 to 5 year olds in the
Children’s Room and continues to be great fun and enjoyed by the little ones.
Thank you very much to all in the village for their continuing support of
Westmill’s beautiful Church.
St Mary the Virgin PCC

T & M GREG TRUST
In December following the Carols Round the Tree on the village green the Trust,
together with Westmill Events, hosted the village ‘get together’ with mulled wine and
mince pies in the warmth of the Village Hall.
In January the allotment hedges were trimmed ahead of the nesting season and all
allotments are now allocated which is good news.
The Greg Trust has kindly been given some oak saplings from a resident, which will be
planted in February in the Recreation Field where, hopefully, they will be enjoyed for
hundreds of years by “now and future” residents of Westmill.
In March the Children’s Playground will have its first grass cut ready for spring.
Meanwhile, as I write this we are suffering the storm Keria which has knocked out
electricity and brought down trees and branches all around Westmill. The Trust have
suffered several broken fence posts and panels that now need replacing; however, so far
there does not appear to be any serious damage.
On a happier note the snowdrops are marvellous and even some brave daffodils are
showing their heads.
Julia Carter, Chair – T & M Greg Trust

Westmill Events
QUIZ NIGHT
SATURDAY 28TH MARCH – Village Hall


7.15 pm for prompt 7.30 start
£12 including Fish & Chips
Alternatives: Chicken, Sausage or Veggie Burger
Tables for 6 – be prepared to share.

Limited number of tickets. Book now.
Contact Olga on 273654

75TH ANNIVERSARY V.E. DAY STREET PARTY
FRIDAY 8TH MAY – Marquee on the Village Green
Starting 12 noon with music, children’s lucky dip and
grand raffle. Bring your own picnic - tea, coffee and
celebration cake provided.
Volunteers to help set up appreciated. Contact Di on 273398

WESTMILL PARISH COUNCIL
The last parish council meeting was held in the village hall on the 5th December 2019.
The minutes for this meeting are shown on our WPC website, along with the minutes
from previous meetings. These are also displayed on the village green notice board
about two weeks following a meeting.
HCC Byway Review - At the December meeting the councillors discussed the
forthcoming planned Hertfordshire County Council review of several byways, which
include the Old Roman Road that runs from Cherry Green, Westmill through to Hare
Street, Cottered.
This byway currently has a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) on it which prohibits the use
by motorised vehicles and motorbikes. The parishioners who live in this area of the
parish are concerned that if this track is open to all vehicles this will churn up the
surface, become a safety issue for present users and create noise in this tranquil
countryside setting currently enjoyed by ramblers, dog walkers and push bike cyclists
who all enjoy using this byway. Several parishioners have written to HCC to express
their views and WPC have also contacted the respective department at HCC in support
of our parishioners concerns.
Although the official consultation period has not yet commenced we were anxious to
register our views to have the TRO remain. This has been acknowledged by HCC and
will be taken into account when their review is carried out.
Potholes - Although the parish council report known potholes seen in the parish,
anyone can report these direct to Hertfordshire County Council Highways on their
website. Once reported to Highways, they carry out an inspection and then arrange for
repairs to be carried out usually within a few days.
They will acknowledge your initial reporting of a pothole and then keep you updated
with a progress report by email so you are aware of actions to be taken.
Next WPC Meeting – will have taken place on the 26th February at 7.30pm in the village
hall just after the Newsletter goes to print. However, we are able to give good notice
here of our WPC AGM on the 20th May 2020 – 7pm in the Village Hall.
Michael McRae

On the 29th March

1 hr

John Ormond-King sadly passed away
on 10th February aged 90. John had
lived for many years in Westmill, at
Cherry Green initially, and then at The
School House in the village for over 20
years. I knew him as a very kind man
and a great village character; he will be
very sadly missed by his many friends.
Ed.

Friends of Westmill Church started the VILLAGE LOTTERY in 2011 as one of many
initiatives to secure monies for a new roof. The response from our village to all the fund
raising efforts was amazing and in less than three years the new roof was paid for and
completed.
The ensuing years have seen repairs to, and maintenance of, the structure and fabric of
the Church, as follows:
Church carpets; West Door; West and East Windows; Stained Glass Windows;
Stonework including external work to the bell tower; Refurbishment of the
Church organ; Creation of the Memorial Garden; Perimeter Church wall and over the entire period the lottery alone has contributed almost £13,000 towards
these items including a donation of £2,500 to the Lychgate Appeal.
The VILLAGE LOTTERY has proved to be a significant fund raiser; however, the number
of members has dwindled since 2011 but our 11th century church building is going to
require some structural care and attention for ever and a day.
SO A HEARTFELT PLEA, PLEASE – just one number costing £2 in the draw each month
helps the FoWC continue its support. If you are new to the village please consider
joining “the club” or perhaps if you used to be a member but thought your £2 wasn’t
needed any more, please think again. The draw takes place on the 1st Tuesday each
month in The Sword. As we enter a new decade, St Mary the Virgin, an historic building
which beautifully graces our village, still desperately needs your support.
THE LYCHGATE APPEAL - UPDATE
Works have been completed to the Lychgate but the appeal is ongoing until we’ve paid
all the bills. A RACE NIGHT held at The Sword on Friday 7th February went a good way
towards this raising a fantastic £900.00.
Jeff and Winston ran the tote and Graham was in charge of the recorded races.
There were eight horses in each of the nine races – all having been purchased for £10 a
head - “owners” being allowed to name their horse and said names ranged from the
dubious to the downright daft.
As no “form” was available, bets were placed purely on whichever name or names took
your fancy; an extremely unreliable methodology which unfortunate gamblers soon
found out to their cost! However, as all bets were fixed at £2 no-one is believed to have
lost their life savings.

Owners’ and gamblers’ shouts of encouragement filled the
room as their horse galloped to the finishing line or, perhaps
more often, their cries of despondency as it peaked too early
and was beaten. Only one horse was pulled up and there
were some who barely got a look in, but there were many
neck and neck finishes, with winners by a nose and an
occasional useless call for a steward’s enquiry.
The return for a £2 bet on the winner was based on the tote
takings for that race and every winning owner of each race
received £40.00 but no cups were handed out!
The pub was packed and the frenzied excitement from the
back room even encouraged a few unsuspecting visitors from
the bar to come in and chance their arm which all helped
towards the final amazing amount of money raised.

A pause between races

A CONCERT on SATURDAY 16TH MAY 7pm in ST MARY’S
Music and songs chosen and performed by local
musicians and singers, professionals and amateurs,
living in Westmill and the local area.
In aid of the Lychgate Fepair Fund.
Wine and juice provided in the interval.
Tickets £8.00.
Info from Di Bowtell – Tel: 273398
Email: diane.bowtell@btconnect.com
WESTMILL VILLAGE TEAS on SUNDAY 28TH JUNE 2.30 - 5.30pm
THE DIAL HOUSE, WESTMILL (next to the Westmill Tea Room)
By kind permission of Mrs Jenny Marsh.
Come and enjoy tea and cake in a delightful country
garden. *Book *Bric-a-Brac stall *Raffle
£5 per person entrance include tea/coffee/cake
(children under 16 free). Disabled access.
Proceeds to the Friends of Westmill Church and the Parkinson’s Society.
Any donations of raffle prizes, bric-a-brac, books and cakes
(cakes can be brought along on the day) all very gratefully received.
Items can be delivered or will collect, contact Sue on 273207
FINALLY: PLEASE COME ALONG TO THE 9TH AGM OF THE FRIENDS OF WESTMILL CHURCH
on TUESDAY 3RD MARCH 2020 - 7.45pm in The Sword Inn Hand. Everyone is very welcome.

Daphne Church has recently moved from her cottage on the edge of the Village
Green and into secure accommodation where she will receive the care she needs.
Daphne was, by a considerable margin, the longest standing tenant of the Guild of
St George.
She moved into no. 1 School Cottages in October 1954, aged 28. The family
comprised herself and her husband, their son Nigel (who provided this
information) and his elder sister. Daphne was 6 months pregnant at the time.
Their landlord was Charles Hummerstone, who was Westmill's local builder with a
large yard opposite the Sword Inn Hand. He owned a number of houses in the
village which, in the end, he sold to the Greg family.
Following the death of her husband, Mary Greg donated this cottage and several
other properties in the village to the Guild of St George, the organisation
founded by John Ruskin in 1871 to promote art education, craft revival and the
rural life. Mrs Greg had a long standing interest in Ruskin and did much to support
the work of the Guild during her lifetime.
Daphne's first rent was 7 shillings and sixpence a week, which was soon raised to
7 shillings and 9 pence a week. Her first neighbours were Jim and Agnes Rayment,
who lived next door to the Church family for many years. The previous tenants of
no 1 were Hetty and George Pratt.

The cottage is currently being prepared for refurbishment and will be
available to view and let again in the early spring.

Have you joined the ‘Westmill
Community’ Facebook Group yet?
The village now has a group where
village activities can be shared and
advertised.
Information and reminders can be
posted and questions asked.
Contact Mel or Bryan if you are
unsure how to join:
Tel: 273493 or email: melandsparkle@yahoo.co.uk or bryanrm96@gmail.com

Does anyone recognise my visitor?
I have a shelter for my two feral cats at the top of the garden.
They have no idea how to use a cat flap and I fix the door slightly
ajar so they can get in and out for food and shelter from inclement
weather.
I first saw this girl or boy (nicknamed Panda) last September but
I’ve recently set up a camera and he/she has been caught on film going in and out
regularly from mid evening through to the early hours of the morning. Although I
haven’t been up close he/she looks well cared for and I wouldn’t want their owner to
think I’m trying to entice it away from home but I’m unable to deny access to the “fast
food outlet”.
Please let me know if he/she belongs to you – if you wanted to cure the habit, perhaps
keeping him/her in overnight for a while might help.
I’m not bothered by the visits and there’s no evidence of any cat fights so it would
appear they all get on but I am concerned that someone might be worrying about their
pet.
Jan 272217

.Thank

you to all those
who came along to the
crafternoon or donated
money to the cause.
We raised £55 for the
charity Mind.
Melanie Mason
Hertfordshire Family
Centre Service
RHYME TIME
comes to Westmill

in The Children’s Room, St Mary’s
Church,Westmill from 1.30-2.30pm
on the first Tuesday of every month.
Children 0 to 5 years very welcome.
A fun session with rhymes and music.
Parents and children encouraged to join in with
singing and movement and can
explore instruments and sensory materials
An opportunity to meet other parents and
carers. £1.50 per family entrance

22nd March

Ideal for garden parties or events when weather
conditions might be a worry, you
can hire this splendid marquee
for a nominal charge.
It will hold 40-60 people.
Enquiries to: 07791 491293

Local Honey
For Sale
Raw, natural, local honey.
Bees are managed ethically &
only excess honey extracted.
£5 for 1lb jar.
Contact Bryan 01763 273493

VILLAGE HALL
The Greg Trust hires out the hall
which is especially suitable for
daytime gatherings &
children's parties.
All enquiries to:
Mike McRae 272147
or email mjsmcrae@aol.com
Thanks to Westmill Parish Council who
have paid for the printing of this issue of
the Newsletter.
Thanks also to everyone who contributes.

PLUMBS DAIRY
Support our dairy herds and, if you’re keen
to help the environment too,
milk can be delivered in glass bottles!

Tel: 01223 893033
Email: info@plumbs-dairy.co.uk
www.plumbs-dairy.co.uk
Mathematics Tutoring
GCSE Maths, A level Maths
or A level Further Maths.
Highly experienced maths
teacher in Key Stage 4 and 5.
Contact Bryan on 01763 273493

Thanks to Matt in partnership with Hertfordshire Display
who afford us “mates rates” for printing the newsletter.
51 High Street, Ware, Herts. SG12 9BA (01920) 461191

matt@hdprint.co.uk

Thanks to Matt of Fingerprints Design who affords us “mates rates” printing the
newsletter.

FREE RANGE
EGGS £1.00
per half dozen.
Will deliver in
Westmill village.

01763 272516

Logs cut to size and
delivered to your home.
Mr J Moule
01763 272516
07813 249778

ST MARY THE VIRGIN WESTMILL

Church Services March, April and May
Sunday 1st March

9.30 Morning Worship

Sunday 8th March

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 15th March

NO SERVICE
(Holy Communion Service 9.30 am at St Mary’s Aspenden
and Communion Service 11 am at St Peter’s Buntingford)

Sunday 22nd March
(Mothering Sunday)

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 29th March
(British Summer Time begins)

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 5th April
(Palm Sunday)

9.30 Morning Worship

Thursday 9th April
(Maundy Thursday)

8 pm Holy Communion with Stripping of the Altar

Sunday 12th April
(Easter Sunday)

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 19th April

NO SERVICE
(Holy Communion Service 9.30 am at St Mary’s Aspenden
and Communion Service 11 am at St Peter’s Buntingford)

Sunday 26th April

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 3rd May

9.30 Morning Worship

Sunday 10th May

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 17th May

NO SERVICE
(Holy Communion Service 9.30 am at St Mary’s Aspenden
and Communion Service 11 am at St Peter’s Buntingford

Sunday 24th May

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 31st May

NO SERVICE
(Holy Communion Service 9.30 am at St Mary’s Aspenden
and 11 am Morning Worship at St Peter’s Buntingford)

ALL VERY WELCOME TO JOIN US FOR WORSHIP & COFFEE & CHAT AFTERWARDS

