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The March wind roars like a lion in the sky,
And makes us shiver as he passes by.
When winds are soft and the days are warm and clear,
Just like a gentle lamb, then spring is here.

REMEMBER TO PUT
YOUR CLOCKS
FORWARD ON
SUNDAY 27TH MARCH

Anon.

The Hundred Parishes Society is an initiative to raise awareness of a
large area of northwest Essex, northeast Hertfordshire and southern
Cambridgeshire that is particularly notable for its exceptional depth of
heritage. Until now, the area’s anonymity has probably been due
largely to the lack of a name, so we have created one that we hope will
eventually become as well-known as the Chilterns or Constable
Country. We have called the area the Hundred Parishes to recognise
that it contains just over 100 administrative parishes - including
Westmill.
Whilst the whole area enjoys a recurring set of special characteristics,
each parish has its own identity and its own story. We hope that our
initiative will encourage both residents and visitors to learn more about
the area and will inspire them to explore and cherish it.
Our website www.hundredparishes.org.uk includes an introduction to
each parish, a series of walks from railway stations and a short
introduction to a number of notable people associated with the area.
The ‘What’s On’ page lists opportunities to learn more and to get to
places that you may not know. There is a good selection of walks,
talks, cultural events and conservation exercises that may be of
interest. We hope that anyone who may be tempted by one of these
specific events will consider making a full day of their visit by printing
our introduction to the parish and seeking to track down some of
its heritage.
The Society is a registered charity and the website includes details of
how to become a member. Whether or not you join, we hope you will
make regular use of the website and that it will inspire you to increase
your knowledge and enjoyment of the Hundred Parishes.
Ken McDonald
Secretary

DAFFODIL AND COFFEE MORNING
TO BE HELD AT
The Pump House, Coles Park, Westmill, Buntingford.
Tuesday 22nd March 2016 at 10am to 12 noon
By kind permission of Lord and Lady Carter
Come along and enjoy picking a bunch of
daffodils and have a coffee in the delightful
setting of The Pump House.
Entrance £3 to include coffee or tea and cake and
a bunch of daffodils.
There will also be a raffle. Proceeds from the
morning to go to St Mary the Virgin, Westmill
DIRECTIONS: The Pump House is situated about 1 mile from Westmill on the road
to Nasty and The Mundens just past Tillers End Farm on the left
(by the enormous stone on the roadside).
Turn left just in front of the brown picket fence. It will be signposted.
Any donations of cakes gratefully received which can
be brought on the morning or for collection please ring 01763 273207.

PLEASE COME AND SUPPORT

The law is changing!
As from the 6th April 2016
you must have your dog micro chipped!
Free micro chipping for residents of East Herts District.
Offer open to dog owners aged 18 or over, subject to availability and resources.

9th March 2016 Buntingford Police Station 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
No appointment is needed. We strongly advise puppies being chipped are fully
vaccinated beforehand and reserve the right to ask for proof of vaccination.
We do not chip other pets at this event. EHDC reserves the right to refuse to chip
any dog, including very young or very small dogs, together with dogs with obvious
health or temperament problems.

St Mary the Virgin, Westmill
Church news
The last year has been a fairly busy one for
the Church. We were lucky enough to have
four weddings and a Blessing Service. Very
sadly we had the funerals of highly thought of
village members, Mick Church and Malcolm Brown, both much missed.
During the summer a new soak away was installed by the north wall to
prevent water coming down the church wall from the gargoyles. After
much consultation and organisation work began on the West Door and
window below in October together with the replacement of a stone at the
bottom of the tower door. The lychgate, which was in much need of
work on the roof, was retiled at the same time. Luckily all these projects
were completed ready for Christmas.
Whilst work was being carried out on the west door and window it was
noted there were broken panes in the stain glass window. These have
now been repaired together with a hole in the East window. However,
holes have appeared in one of the small windows situated in the
Chancel on the south wall. The PCC are hoping to get the necessary
repairs carried out in the near future.
We are very pleased to welcome the Reverend Norman Jones and his
wife Sandra to the Buntingford Benefice. Norman and Sandra moved to
Buntingford in November. Norman is now retired but will be kindly
assisting Ian with services within the three churches and has already led
the first Morning Worship of the year at Westmill.
Sadly, Joan Alexander has retired as Benefice secretary. However, we
wish Joan and her husband Clive a very happy retirement. All her hard
work was very appreciated at St Mary’s. It is hoped to appoint a new
secretary very soon.
The Churchyard Clearance back in October was a big success and nice
to see so many people and to welcome new faces in the village.
Well, as the New Year beings we look forward to a happy one for the
Church and village. Our next big project is the refurbishment of the
church organ which will take place in September when the organ will be
out of action for a few weeks. Watch out for news of fund raising events
in the coming newsletters.
Wishing you all a very happy 2016.
St Mary the Virgin Westmill PCC

Looking after valuables

Dear Watch Member,
Please consider registering any mobiles, tablets, cameras, electronic kit,
bicycles, jewellery, etc. on the free website www.immobilise.com.
If you are unlucky enough to lose or have the item stolen, it is much
easier for the Police to reunite you with your property.
Immobilise states:
Benefits of Registration
 Immobilise helps Police identify the owners of recovered
property thousands of times every day.
 Property updates you make are immediately available to the
Police nationally.
 Combat the sale of stolen gadgets & valuables.
You can add serial numbers of your items to the website, or take
pictures of your items and upload them to the website following the
straightforward instructions,. No one else can see your items - it is
your account to which only you have access.
Regards,
Amanda Higham
Police Community Support Officer
Neighbourhood Watch
Email: amanda.higham@herts.pnn.police.uk
Tel: 01992 533329
CPRE Hertfordshire are starting the planning for their Annual
Rural Living Awards.
These awards celebrate efforts made by groups or individuals to improve life
and enhance the environment in Hertfordshire’s villages and its countryside.
More information can be found on their website
www.cpreherts.org.uk/awards and nomination forms for 2016 will be
published on this site shortly.

IN AFRICA A BIKE CAN
CHANGE A LIFE &
YOU CAN HELP!

Across the UK millions of bikes are thrown away or sit unused in
sheds, while millions of people in Africa are forced to walk, on
average, four hours each day just to get to school or work, or
carrying heavy loads such as water, crops and firewood.
With your help these unused or unwanted bikes can be
improving lives in Africa.
PEOPLE OUR UNWANTED BIKES COULD HELP Children who walk up to 20km round trip to school each day.
Outreach workers, medical personnel and health workers.
Women, whose days often have long arduous journeys
just to fetch water and firewood.
Commuters and farm workers who travel
great distances taking goods to market
"A lot of us have old and unwanted bicycles in our sheds and

these are exactly what this charity need to send out to help these
people.
I'm happy for any bicycle you'd like to donate to be brought to
Dial House here in Westmill next to the Village Tea Room from
where they will be delivered to the Re-Cycle Depot in Stevenage
for eventual shipping to Africa.
It seems such an easy and very practical way to help please do so if you can. Thank you.
Jenny Marsh."
Visit us online and follow us at: www.re-cycle.org

WESTMILL PARISH COUNCIL
The last Parish Council was held in the village hall on the evening of the 9 th
December. The minutes were produced a few days after the meeting and were
displayed on the village notice board.
The meeting was attended by all six parish councillors, our new parish clerk, Marty
Kilby, along with our East Herts District Councillor, Paul Kenealy and three
parishioners.
Your Parish Council meets four times a year, in March, May, September and
December. The Annual Parish meeting will take place in May, immediately before the
Parish Council AGM.
Although we have only four formal council meetings, a considerable amount of
communication is conducted between the councillors and parish clerk on an ongoing
basis, who in turn liaise with East Herts Council regarding numerous issues. Some of
these include the A10 junctions into the village, road signage, potholes, traffic
speeding through the village, village green grass cutting, dog fouling and litter
picking.
Included in the December meeting were two planning applications for review as
follows:3/15/2361HH 4 Pilgrims Row, Westmill. Enlargement of a rear dormer window – No
objections
3/15/2162/LBC Button Snap, Cherry Green. Fit new clay chimney pot 900mm high to
meet new safety regulations – No objections
We continue to request the replacement of the fallen sign on the A10, which should
be located at the first junction into Westmill from Buntingford. This was knocked
down and damaged in an accident involving a lorry several months ago. If we can get
Herts County Council Highways Department to get this replaced, it should help to
create increased awareness at this junction for all drivers using the A10 and also
help people wishing to turn right into Westmill to know exactly where the turning is,
especially at night.
The annual village Christmas tree arranged by WPC is welcomed and receives
appreciation from our parishioners. The parish council wishes to thank those
involved with obtaining and installing the tree, then disposing of it after the New
Year.
We are pleased to be involved with the ‘Carols Round the Tree’ evening, typically
held the evening before Christmas Eve, which is arranged by the Westmill Events
Committee, along with involvement by the Greg Trust in using the village hall for a
village get together following the Carols. We trust you agree this is a great way to
start the Christmas festivities.
WPC is to launch our own website in the next couple of months. This will help us
meet the new requirements for openness by the council, along with providing
parishioners with news of what business is discussed at future parish council
meetings.

WPC is now also a member of HAPTC (Hertfordshire Association of Parish and Town
Councils), which provides us with updates and guidance on the latest legislation in
running the council. They also providing various training courses for councillors, who
should help us understand our responsibilities and be able to provide a better service
to our community.
The parish council is always open to ideas and suggestions to improve our lovely
village. Should you have any suggestions you wish to raise, please contact any of the
councillors, or contact our clerk, Marty Kilby.
The next WPC meeting is scheduled for the 23 rd March at 7.30pm in the village hall.
The agenda will be placed on the village notice board a minimum of 7 days before the
meeting.
The present parish councillors are:Michael McRae (Chairman); Diane Bowtell; David House; Russell Phipps;
Winston Pickup; Richard Wood
Marty Kilby (Clerk) Contact: - 01763 289191 or email:- marty@martykilby.co.uk
The contact details for each councillor are available on the village notice board.
CAN YOU SPARE A LITTLE TIME
The Friends of Westmill Church are looking for
some help in maintaining the flower beds along
the Church Path.
At present the flower beds are maintained by a
group of 8 people working in pairs who take a
monthly responsibility throughout the year to
keep them tidy and weeded.
In the Summer months this usually involves 2
visits during the month taking about 1hour.
In the Winter months 1 visit is usually sufficient
and if we could recruit, say another 4 people,
then the rota would only involve being called
upon twice a year.
If you wish to help please ring Winston on
01763 273519 or email at
winstonpickup@btinternet.com.

VOLUNTEERS URGENTLY REQUIRED
for Church Grass Cutting Rota,
If you could spare an hour a month to be included on the rota
that would be very helpful.
Please ring Michael Thody 271321

T & M GREG TRUST
The trustees have had another busy year managing and dealing with the trust’s
important Westmill assets, namely the Village Hall, the Children’s Playground,
Recreation Field, also the Trust’s owned cottages and the village allotments.
We are pleased to report the pavilion – used by Westmill Football Club – has now
been finished with the recent addition of showers, toilets and interior decoration.
This has taken considerably longer than originally planned, mainly due to funding
constraints.
We also arranged to have a new water standpipe installed at the main allotments,
this was necessary to meet the up to date water regulations and also provides
improved provision of water for allotment holders, to help grow their future crops.
All the allotments are currently let, however, these do become available on
occasions, so if anyone in the village is interested, please contact Michael McRae.
(01763 272147, or email: - mjsmcrae@aol.co.uk)
This spring will see the commencement of repairs and replacement, to the front
windows to our Grade 11 cottages at Pilgrims Close. This planned work will also
include complete external decoration which will ensure the frontage of these lovely
cottages, facing directly onto the village green, creates a good appearance for both
residents and visitors to Westmill.
An investigation into the actual condition of the village hall roof is planned to take
place over the Easter holiday period and be carried out by a recommended local
roofing contractor. This will involve removing the considerable build-up of moss on
the north facing roof, replacing a number of cracked roof tiles and attention to the
cupola.
We are also arranging for the fitting of a snow/tile guard, to the rear of the hall to
catch any tiles that may move, thereby providing increased protection to anyone
using the rear yard at the hall. This area is used daily by the children attending
Westmill Nursery.
We still have a 2.36 acre grazing field available to rent, which includes water and a
small shelter. If anyone is interested or knows of somebody who would like to
consider renting this field, again please contact Michael McRae (contact details
above).
The trustees continue to hold regular meetings and agree actions, with the objective
to ensure the Greg Trust properties and land is well maintained so they may be
enjoyed by future generations.
MM
21/01/16

WESTMILL EVENTS COMMITTEE
A.G.M.
Wednesday 16th March at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
Westmill Events exists to organise activities in the Village with the aim of
fostering a sense of community and identity, fund village facilities and have
fun!
Things have been a bit low-key in the last few years as we did not want to
interfere with the fund raising of the Friends of Westmill Church, which many
members were also involved with.
In the past we have successfully run the village fêtes, quizzes, suppers, teas
in a village garden, musical events etc. We have continued to arrange the
'Carols on the Green' but now want to revitalise the organisation.
The first proposed activity is a picnic on the children's playground on
11 June to celebrate the Queen's 90th Birthday. Musicians and other
performers are encouraged to do a session. We have invited the Nursery to
participate.
In the autumn we are planning to have a local quiz and in November a
village supper. Next year possibly a dog show
.
All are welcome to our Annual General Meeting starting at 7.45 pm on
16 March in the village hall.
We are looking for ideas for further activities and for people willing to assist
with organising them.
Events support the Parish Council's proposal to provide a defibrillator for the
village and are willing to make a financial contribution.
Remember, Wednesday 16th March at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. See you
there!
Ray Partridge
Chair
Westmill Events.

DriveSafe Scheme
We featured in the December issue of the Westmill Village News that, in response to
villagers concerns about vehicles speeding through the village, we proposed
participating in the Hertfordshire Constabulary's DriveSafe scheme.
Westmill Parish Council liaised and met with the police officer running the scheme,
then placed a petition into the village tea shop for villagers to sign and volunteer to
take part in the monitoring the speed of traffic through the village.
Four locations in Westmill were identified, together with the police, where this speed
monitoring equipment could best be used. Councillor Diane Bowtell agreed to initially
to get this up and running, with the intention of residents coming forward to becoming
actively involved.
The parish council is made up of six councillors, who all give their personal time for
parish matters, but for this scheme to be effective it needs to have other volunteers
from the village.
Even though we explained about the petition in the last newsletter and asked for
volunteers, we only received 23 signatures in total and unfortunately no one was
willing to become one of the two lead volunteers required to run the scheme.
We are therefore sorry to say this proposed initiative to obtain evidence of vehicle
speeds through our village and create awareness to drivers, cannot be pursued at this
time.

IN THE GARDEN
In March the transition is made from harsh winter to bounteous spring. But until this
transition is complete times are still hard for our wildlife. A late spring can mean
death for many animals, exhausted after fighting the long winter months and unable to
hold on for the last few weeks. And false springs can bring species out of hibernation
too early, only to meet with wintery conditions again. But those that do survive the
winter are richly rewarded when warmer weather arrives; food becomes plentiful, and
for most a new kind of challenge begins as the breeding season arrives.You may see
birds flitting backwards and forwards as they
gather nesting materials this month. You might be woken by
the spring dawn chorus in most areas with even a bit of
greenery.
Put up nesting boxes for birds, to increase their choice of
nesting sites. You could hang a nest box opposite a window,
in the hope of seeing the mother coming and going from the
nest. Boxes hung on walls can be safer from cats and other
predators than those hung on trees.

A north or north-east facing position is best, as strong sun can make nest boxes
uninviting. Choose a height suitable for the bird species in your garden, after doing a
little research.
When putting out bird food, it is best to avoid peanuts and large chunks, as there is a
risk that large pieces could be fed by adult birds to their fledglings, and this could
result in choking. Safe foods include: wildbird seed mixes (but not those containing
peanuts or dog biscuit); black sunflower seeds (the
birds will remove the outside casing, and the inner
seed is soft); mild grated cheese; sultanas, raisins
and currants (best soaked overnight); pinhead
oatmeal; apples, pears and other soft fresh fruit;
mealworms and waxworms. Alternatively,
you can buy fat balls from many garden
centres and bird food suppliers. This is an easy
alternative, and you can be confident that you will
be doing no harm.VILLAGE

LOTTERY

ALL WILDLIFE
BE IN
IT TO WIN IT!

Put out log and twig piles made from old prunings and
felled trees. These provide valuable shelter for wildlife,
and can be made into attractive features by planting up
with ferns, primroses, or other suitable plants.
A site well away from the house should ensure that
unwanted creepy crawlies do not stray into domestic
rooms. Piles of slabs or rockery stones will act as a
suitable wildlife habitat, as will old bales of straw, hay
or prunings. Corrugated iron or plastic laid on the soil can provide ‘tunnel’ hiding
places for small reptiles and mammals looking for shelter and warmth.
WILD ABOUT GARDENS
Wild About Gardens is a joint initiative by the RHS and The Wildlife Trusts – and
this year also involving Hedgehog Street – to encourage people to support local
biodiversity in their gardens. This is more important than ever.
Two years ago, research compiled by 25 wildlife organisations found that 60 percent
of the 3,148 UK animal and plant species assessed have declined in the past 50 years
for a range of reasons including loss of habitat. Many of our common garden species
– hedgehogs, house sparrows, starlings and common frogs, for example – are
becoming much less common. This is where gardeners can make a difference, by
making their own gardens and the green spaces in their communities more wildlife
friendly.
http://www.wildaboutgardens.org.uk/thingstodo/march.aspx

Phoenix Cards, established 20 years,
offer a very attractive range of greeting
cards, giftwrap, notecards, stationery,
ribbons and gift ideas.
For a copy of the brochure please
contact Sue on 07751 833313 or order
cards direct via www.phoenixtrading.co.uk/web/suephipps
Ideal for garden parties or events
where weather conditions might be a
worry, you can hire this splendid
marquee for a
nominal charge.
It will hold
40-60 people.
Enquiries to:
07791 491293

FREE RANGE
EGGS £1.00
per half dozen.
Will deliver in
Westmill village.

01763 272516

VILLAGE HALL
The Greg Trust hires out the Village Hall
which is especially suitable for daytime
gatherings and children's parties.
All enquiries to:
Mike McRae on 272147
or email mjsmcrae@aol.com
In Westmill - 2.3 acre grazing
field with east facing shelter
and self filling
water trough.
ANDREA'S
GARDENS
Please call Mike McRae on 272147

ANDREA'S GARDENS
GARDEN
SERVICES

Logs cut to size and
delivered to your home.
Mr J Moule
01763 272516
07813 249778

01763
272595
07455
128717

FRIENDS OF WESTMILL CHURCH
The fifth Annual General Meeting
will be held on Thursday 17th March 2016
in Westmill Village Hall at 7.45 p.m.
Everyone very welcome.

VILLAGE LOTTERY BE IN IT TO WIN IT!
Since it started a minimum of £100 every month comes
out in prize money with winners of £50, £30, £20 and the
occasional £10. Friends of Westmill Church
benefit - receiving an equivalent amount each month
which helps maintain the fabric of St Mary the Virgin.

Ring Jan on 272217 to join.
Belated thanks to Lucia Knight who has kindly allowed us
to use some of her lovely Westmill photographs in issues
of the Newsletter. Please keep them coming.
Ed.
If you'd like to write a short article, place a wanted/for
sale advertisement or just air a view in the newsletter
please contact Jan James:
email brinkman07@hotmail.co.uk or telephone 272217
Our grateful thanks to:
Vision (Office Automation) Ltd who
produce the Newsletter free of charge .

ST MARY THE VIRGIN, WESTMILL
Church Services
March, April, May 2016

Sunday 6th March
Mothering Sunday

9.30 Morning Worship

Sunday 13th March

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 20th March
Palm Sunday

NO SERVICE (9.30 Holy Communion at St Mary’s Aspenden
and 11am Communion Service at St Peter's Buntingford)

Maundy Thursday
24th March

8pm Holy Communion with stripping of the altar

Sunday 27th March
Easter Sunday

9.30 Holy Communion
Clocks change!

Sunday 3rd April

9.30 Morning Worship

Sunday 10th April

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 17th April

NO SERVICE (9.30 Holy Communion at St Mary’s Aspenden
and 11am Communion Service at St Peter's Buntingford)

Sunday 24th April

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 1st May

9.30 Morning Worship

Sunday 8th May
Sunday after Ascension

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 15th May
Pentecost Sunday

NO SERVICE (9.30 Holy Communion at St Mary’s Aspenden
and 11am Communion Service at St Peter’s Buntingford)

Sunday 22nd May
Trinity Sunday

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 29th May

NO SERVICE (9.30 Holy Communion at St Mary’s Aspenden
and 11am Communion Service at St Peter’s Buntingford)

ALL VERY, VERY WELCOME

