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The sovereign's birthday was first officially marked in the United Kingdom in
1748, for King George II. Since then, the date of the king or queen's
birthday has been determined throughout the British Empire, and later the
Commonwealth, according to either different royal proclamations issued by
the sovereign or governor or by statute laws passed by the local parliament.
The date of the celebration today varies as adopted by each country and is
generally set around the end of May to start of June to coincide with a high
probability of fine weather for outdoor events.

WESTMILL CELEBRATING ON SATURDAY 11TH JUNE

HER MAJESTY'S

90

TH

BIRTHDAY

VILLAGE PICNIC

Saturday 11thJune 2.30 p.m.
The Children's Playground, Westmill
(by kind permission of the Greg Trust)

Come along and have some fun
There will be organised games,
So let's hope for some sun!
Bring a chair, drink and food,
If wet there will be cover
So what have you got to lose!
(and use of loos)
SEE YOU THERE!
(Please avoid bringing breakable drinking glasses)

Westmill Art Exhibition
Bank Holiday Weekend 27,
28 and 29 August 2016,
10am to 5pm - Westmill Village Hall

Everyone welcome
Come and enjoy the many works of art on display

Entry FREE OF CHARGE
All works for sale

This is our 30th Year!
Look forward to seeing you!
Information or to Exhibit; Sue on
phippsappleyard@btinternet.com or Olga on 273654
Funds raised go to village charities and other local causes

RINGING TOGETHER
On May 14th our local team of bell ringers entered a bell ringing competition.
Many of our competitors came from towers with very experienced ringers,
some had been ringing from 20 to 30 years. Half of our team had only been
ringing for just over a year.
Before and after our 8 minute period of ringing we had a “team hug” and when
we had finished we were delighted with our performance. The fact that the
judges felt we should be in 6th place of the 6 teams competing did not change
our own views of our performance, to which every member of the team gave a
100%.
Bell ringing is a very satisfying team effort, and although we were not able, on
the above occasion to claim any silver or gold, we did and do enjoy our ringing
together, and we have all made good friends through our ringing.
Ringing on Sunday mornings and for local weddings is always worthwhile
particularly when a member of the congregation after a morning service comes
up to me and says, “That was lovely ringing this morning,” when in point of
fact it had not been one of our best sessions. Or when on one occasion the
father of the bride came up to me at the end of the Wedding service and said,
“Thanks for that ringing that was the icing on the cake for my daughter.”
Again when some Americans staying at the Sword jumped out of bed one
Sunday morning to listen to our ringing and were heard to say, “Gee isn’t this
great? This is true England.”
Thank you to those of you who live near our Church and have to put up with
our practice nights. We are trying to keep up the old tradition of bell ringing
which unfortunately in many local areas is dying out through lack of interest.
My own thanks go to Pam & Harold Green who taught me to ring at Aspenden.
My only disappointment was that I did not learn to ring until I was about to
retire; learning becomes harder the older you get.
I am very proud that during recent years I have
introduced a number of new ringers to our team.
My thanks go to them for their support and
dedication. Ringing is really part of our heritage.
Long may it continue?
Michael Thody.

Dear Watch Member,
HERTFORDSHIRE TRADING STANDARDS AND WHICH? TRUSTED
TRADERS WORKING TOGETHER IN HERTFORDSHIRE
With a shared aim of making it easier for Hertfordshire’s residents to find a
reputable trader, today (Friday 13 May) marks the launch of a brand-new
partnership between Hertfordshire County Council and Which? Trusted
Traders.
The scheme provides residents with a list of local traders who they can use
knowing they’ve been checked and assessed before being endorsed.
To join, a business must apply for an assessment, which comprises a set of
tailored background checks, including criminal records, creditworthiness, any
county court judgments and maintenance of insurance. References are required
from previous customers and applicants must agree to abide by the scheme’s
code of conduct. Only if all the requirements are met, will a business be able to
join as an endorsed trader. The business will then be monitored and reassessed
every year. We cannot promise that an endorsed trader’s work will be perfect
every time, but you can expect any problems to be dealt with fairly by the
business. Plus, any business who fails to comply with the code of conduct can
be suspended or removed. If something does go wrong, consumers also have the
reassurance of an independent Alternative Dispute Resolution service.
Endorsed traders can use the new Hertfordshire Trading Standard approved and
Which? Trusted trader endorsement logo, and consumers can find a profile of
the traders at: www.whichtrustedtraders.co.uk
Regards,
Derrick Sweeney
Watch Liaison Officer
Neighbourhood Watch
Email: derrick.sweeney@herts.pnn.police.uk
Tel: 01707 355841

Our area offers no end of opportunities for those who enjoy lovely countryside,
attractive villages and places of interest. It is exceptionally rich in heritage and
footpaths and well served by welcoming pubs and tea rooms.
We encourage you to explore somewhere local that you have not visited for a
while, perhaps never even heard of. There is a list of all the hundred parishes
on our website www.hundredparishes.org.uk. They appear on a diagrammatic
map and each has a short introduction.
Most parishes have at least one ancient church. Although a third are usually
locked, the majority are open to view and have leaflets explaining key
features. If you enjoy looking round, please record your visit in their visitor
book and drop some coins in the donation box. Most of the area’s attractions
are now open for the summer – a wonderful and varied choice of museums,
gardens, galleries, windmills, stately home, zoo, etc. Most are listed on our
website’s Attractions pages with a link to their own website for opening times,
etc. There are also a number of nature reserves, most of which can be visited
at any time.
Our website What’s On page lists specific events and opportunities. It is
regularly updated and currently includes more than a hundred activities that
are consistent with our aims to increase knowledge, enjoyment and
conservation.
We rely on funding from membership subscriptions to keep our website live
and to be able to expand the services we provide. Membership costs only £10
a year for a household, a council or any other organisation. If you are not
already a member, please consider joining – the easiest way is to go to our
website and select the Membership option.
www.hundredparishes.org.uk.

Ken McDonald,
Secretary

IN AFRICA A BIKE CAN CHANGE A
LIFE & YOU CAN HELP & YOU DID!

When Jenny Marsh first read about this
initiative she thought it such a brilliant
idea that she decided to see how many
bikes she might gather together just by
word of mouth and an article in our last
Westmill Village Newsletter.
The result was quite staggering!
To Jenny's delight, and Halford's utter
amazement, she delivered 38 bikes to
their drop off point in Stevenage.

Jenny would like to say a heartfelt thank you
to everyone who made donations.
Visit us online and follow us at: www.re-cycle.org
WESTMILL PARISH COUNCIL
Three meetings were held in the village hall on the 12th May 2016. The first was the Annual
Parish Meeting. This comprised of a Chairman’s Report, covering activities by the parish
council over the previous twelve months, followed by an open session. Nine parishioners
were present.
This meeting was followed by the Westmill Parish Council AGM, where Michael McRae was
proposed to continue as the chairman for the next 12 months. Councillor Richard Wood was
proposed as the Vice Chairman. The May Parish Council meeting was then conducted.
Councillors – Unfortunately, Russell Phipps resigned his position as councillor on WPC after
serving for many years. Russell made a significant contribution and we thank him for his
involvement and commitment over the years. This vacancy was formally advertised on the
village notice board. One application had been received from Raymond Partridge. This was
discussed at the PC meeting and it was agreed to co-opt Raymond to the parish council.
The Westmill Parish Council website is now in use and minutes of the above meetings and
future parish council meeting agendas and minutes will be displayed on our website. The
website is westmillparishcouncil.co.uk
The next parish
council
meeting is scheduled for 14th September at 7.30pm in the village hall.
Mike
McRae

Mike McRae

St Mary the Virgin, Westmill
Church news

The Church year began with gusto for a new project. After many years
of discussion it has now been decided to kick start the inclusion of
kitchen and toilet facilities in the Church which are very much needed.
A meeting has been arranged in June to discuss the options for these
facilities with our Architect and of course find out the costs involved.
As mentioned in our last report things are on schedule for starting work
on refurnishing the Church organ at the end of August beginning of
September. This will mean the organ is out of action for several weeks
but will be up and running in time for Christmas. With regard to the
window in the Chancel, mentioned in the last Church News article, we
are waiting the go ahead for repairs to commence and hope it will not
be too long.
Progress is also being made to place an additional War Memorial in
the church for WWII to remember Peter Mildren, a Spitfire pilot from
Cherry Green who fought in the Battle of Britain and was shot down
and killed over Boulogne in February 1941. The proposal is to match it
to the WWI memorial which is made from Alabaster and place it
underneath.
Very sadly Alan Deville from Cherry Green passed away, his funeral
was held at St Mary’s on Thursday 12th May. Our prayers go out to
Sue and Sam as Alan will be very much missed.
On a happier note so far we have three weddings being held at Church
next year and a Christening in September of this year.
Archdeacon Venerable Dr Trevor Jones is retiring in the summer and
his successor will be Revd Janet Mackenzie who is currently the Vicar
of St Augustine of Canterbury, Luton. We wish the Archdeacon a very
happy retirement and look forward to meeting Janet and welcoming
her in her new capacity as Archdeacon.

The Beds and Herts Churches Trust is running its annual ‘Bike and
Hike’ sponsored event on Saturday 10 th September. Sponsorship
forms will be available at the back of the Church shortly. You can ride
round as many Churches as you wish or alternatively walk, no
pressure! The Trust gave us a very generous grant towards the
Church roof repairs. Half of the proceeds raised by sponsors from the
Church comes back to Church funds.
The next Christian Aid lunch will be held on Friday 3rd June at Christ
Church United Reform Church, opposite McColls in Baldock Road.
Just another date for your diary is the Churchyard clearance which will
take place on Saturday 8th October. More details in the next
newsletter.
Have a healthy and happy summer.
St Mary the Virgin Westmill PCC
GREG TRUST

June 2016
-

JUNE 2016

The four trustees continue to meet at regular intervals to review all the Trust’s
properties, land and responsibilities, albeit emails and conversations on trust
matters take place virtually daily. Our key objective is to manage the fabric of
the properties and maintain the standard of the Greg Trust assets, to ensure
they continue to provide these important village amenities for future
generations.
Village Hall - We arranged over the Easter holiday period, to erect scaffolding
to the north facing roof to have it cleared of moss, some broken tiles replaced
and repair of the cupola. We have also had a snow/tile guard fitted at the rear
of the hall to catch any possible tile falls. We are pleased to report our roofing
contractor’s opinion was that the hall roof was considered in reasonable
condition, therefore we will arrange ongoing maintenance as required.
We are also planning to have the interior of the hall decorated in early August,
before the village annual Art Exhibition.
Children’s Playground - The Trust look forward to this facility being used at the
‘Party in the Park’ picnic, to celebrate the Queen’s 90 th Birthday.
Cottages – work is due to commence in the near future to repair the front
windows of our collages at No 1 and 4 Pilgrims Close, which will also include
exterior decoration to these attractive Grade 11 properties overlooking the
village green.
The trustees can now be contacted by email at trustees@tmgt.uk
Mike McRae

Westmill Events Open Meeting and AGM
An open meeting of the Westmill Events Committee was held on the evening of
Wednesday 27 April in the Village Hall to revive the organisation and discuss future
activities. It was a lively and well attended meeting. After opening the meeting and
explaining the objectives of the organisation the accounts were agreed. Richard
Woods and Vicky Price were welcomed on to the committee.
Details of the forthcoming Queen's 90th Birthday Picnic were discussed. It will start
at 2.30 in the Children's Playground but volunteers to help are required from 11 am.
People to bring food, drink and chairs. There will be organised games, some tables
and cover if wet. Please do not bring breakable drinking glasses.
A Quiz Night on Saturday 8th October and a Village Supper in November are planned.
Future activities were discussed and a number of suggestions were made. Holding a
dog show was considered to carry too many liabilities. Holding film shows,
organising coach trips to local attractions such as the Henry Moore exhibition or to
theatres and also to have a work party to clear up environmental areas such as the
river bank were noted for further consideration.
Events support the Parish Council in their endeavours to provide a defibrillator and
are willing to make a financial contribution.
SEE YOU ALL AT THE 90TH BIRTHDAY PICNIC.

Ray Partridge
WHAT TO
Chair
Westmill Events.

LOOK OUT FOR IN THE GARDEN IN JUNE

Hummingbird hawk moth
Macroglossum stellatarum
Often reported as a hummingbird, the resemblance
of this moth to the bird after which it's named is
striking. During the summer these bulky moths
migrate from southern Europe to our shores and
frequent our gardens, particularly in the south.
Usually they return in the autumn, although there is
some evidence that these intriguing insects are
beginning to take up permanent residence here.
Much like a hummingbird they hover in front of flowers probing for nectar with their
long proboscises, wings beating fast enough to produce an audible hum.

Great-spotted woodpecker
Dendrocopos major
These distinctive birds are year-round residents, but
early summer is the best time to see them in the garden.
Young birds are taught feeding techniques by their parents,
and bird feeders provide valuable training grounds. Look for the red forehead that
identifies a juvenile. Dead wood is another great draw for woodpeckers, providing a
foraging ground for grubs and insects.

Badger
Meles meles
Badgers are a night-time visitor to many gardens, with
increasing numbers being seen in urban environments.
They can be seen all year round, but with the arrival of
warmer nights this is a good time to look for them.
Badgers often leave noticeable signs of their presence. Look
for pad prints, scratch marks, and fur left behind on fences. And, being creatures of
routine, if they've had a successful visit they may well be back.

Grass snake
Natrix natrix
Long grass, a garden pond and a few frogs are not uncommon features in British gardens. Their combination
provides fantastic conditions for attracting grass snakes.
These reptiles are excellent swimmers and you may see
them snaking across the surface of ponds as they stalk frogs. At this time of year
they will also be occupied seeking sites to lay their eggs. Piles of rotting vegetation,
such as a compost heap, make favourable sites for this.

Garden Spider
Araneus diadematus
On a clear morning, cobwebs glistening in early morning
dew are a very pretty sight. The flattened circle of the orb
web is the design we typically associate with cobwebs, and
this is largely due to its usage by the common garden spider,
the most frequently observed of our spider species. Orb
webs are very advanced structures, requiring great precision
and several different types of silk in their construction. Garden spiders can be easily
identified by the series of white spots on their abdomen in the shape of a cross.
www.wildaboutgardens.org.uk

M A R B L E S
Whilst my mum might not be able to get down
on the floor to play marbles she certainly
hasn't lost them!
Would anyone like to consider playing cards,
dominoes, Upwords or similar games for an
hour or so once a week at our home in Westmill?
It would be a great diversion for her and I can
guarantee she'll give you a run for your money!
Please ring if you might be interested - Jan/Betty on 272217
Song of the Mower
The song of the warbler announces the Spring
When Winter, unwept, is a-dying;
A carol comes floating from birds on the wing,
As high o’er the garden they’re flying,
And Summer (official) is truly at hand
When the song of the mower is heard in the land.
The moving machine has a magical whirr,
Which in through my window comes drifting;
The music it sings sets my pulses astir
With thoughts that are nobly uplifting,
But though I am soothed by its sibilant song,
I never much hankered to push it along.
Its song has a sound like a sigh from the surf,
Where sea-drift in sunlight is sleeping,
It sings of the verdant and velvety turf –
Reward for the toil of its reaping.
The song of the mower – how fondly I love it,
When some other mutt is prevailed on to shove it!

CAN YOU SPARE A LITTLE TIME?
The Friends of Westmill Church are looking
for some help in maintaining the flower beds
along the Church Path.
At present the flower beds are maintained by
a group of 8 people working in pairs who take
a monthly responsibility throughout the year
to keep them tidy and weeded.
In the Summer months this usually involves 2
visits during the month taking about 1hour.
In the Winter months 1 visit is usually
sufficient and if we could recruit, say another
4 people, then the rota would only involve
being called upon twice a year.
If you wish to help please ring Winston on
01763 273519 or email at
winstonpickup@btinternet.com.

Ideal for garden parties or events
where weather conditions might be a
worry, you can hire this splendid
marquee for a
nominal charge.
It will hold
40-60 people.
Enquiries to:
07791 491293
VILLAGE HALL
The Greg Trust hires out the Village Hall
which is especially suitable for daytime
gatherings and children's parties.
All enquiries to:
Mike McRae on 272147
or email mjsmcrae@aol.com

FREE RANGE
EGGS £1.00
per half dozen.
Will deliver in
Westmill village.

01763 272516

ANDREA'S GARDENS
GARDEN
SERVICES

Logs cut to size and
delivered to your home.
Mr J Moule
01763 272516
07813 249778

01763
272595
07455
128717

“How did it get so late so soon?
Its night before its afternoon.
December is here before its June.
My goodness how the time has flewn.
How did it get so late so soon?”

Dr. Seuss

VILLAGE LOTTERY BE IN IT TO WIN IT!
Since it started a minimum of £100 every month comes
out in prize money with winners of £50, £30, £20 and the
occasional £10. Friends of Westmill Church
benefit - receiving an equivalent amount each month
which helps maintain the fabric of St Mary the Virgin.

Ring Jan on 272217 to join.
VOLUNTEERS URGENTLY REQUIRED
for Church Grass Cutting Rota,
If you could spare an hour a month to be included on the rota
that would be very helpful.
Please ring Michael Thody 271321

If you'd like to write a short article, place a wanted/for
sale advertisement or just air a view in the newsletter
please contact Jan James:
email brinkman07@hotmail.co.uk or telephone 272217
Our grateful thanks to:
Vision (Office Automation) Ltd who
produce the Newsletter free of charge .

ST MARY THE VIRGIN, WESTMILL
JUNE, JULY, AUGUST SERVICES 2016

Sunday 5th June

9.30 Morning Worship

Sunday 12th June

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 19th June

NO SERVICE (9.30 Holy Communion at St Mary’s Aspenden
and 11am Communion Service at St Peter's Buntingford)

Sunday 26th June

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 3rd July

9.30 Morning Worship

Sunday 10th July

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 17th July

NO SERVICE (9.30 Holy Communion at St Mary’s Aspenden
and 11am Communion Service at St Peter's Buntingford)

Sunday 24th July

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 31st July

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 7th August

9.30 Morning Worship

Sunday 14th August

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 21st August

NO SERVICE (9.30 Holy Communion at St Mary’s Aspenden
and 11am Communion Service at St Peter’s Buntingford)

Sunday 28th August

9.30 Holy Communion

ALL VERY, VERY WELCOME

