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This year’s Annual Churchyard tidy up will be on
Saturday 13th October 10.00am
We hope that the villagers who regularly turn up for this event will
continue to do so. There are numerous tiding up jobs after a
concerted effort by a number of villagers early in the year to clear
vast areas of the Churchyard that had succumbed to overgrowth and
nettles.

This is always a well supported event and lasts about two hours. We
can always use more volunteers so if you have not helped before just
turn up and you will be welcomed with open arms.

St Mary the Virgin, Westmill
Church Autumn Report 2018
Reverend Ian Hill showing the proposed location
of the War Graves plaque
Even the dry weather has not prevented the churchyard from looking good and well maintained due to our
Sextons who are constantly carrying out jobs around
the Church and churchyard. Also the good news is
that the Church has some new equipment which will
make life a lot easier for all on the grass cutting rota.
Back in June we held the Westmill Afternoon Teas by
very kind permission of Mrs Jenny Marsh (see full
report in this Newsletter) which was a very successful
afternoon and raised £450 to be shared between the
Church and the Parkinson’s Society. Many thanks to Jenny for so kindly hosting the
event in her beautiful garden.
The stained glass window on the south wall of the Chancel has now been taken away
for repair and we look forward to it being returned to its former glory.
Nigel Leaney has kindly been liaising with the War Graves Commission for the erection
of a plaque denoting that we have two War Graves in our churchyard. This will be fixed
on the wall to the right hand side of the lychgate. Nigel has also been making further
progress with the erection of the memorial to Peter Mildren and he is hoping that it will
not be long before we see the memorial in place.
With regard to the Church facilities the PCC is discussing the best location of the toilet
and tea point. We hope to progress further with proposals over the next few months.
The Westmill Discussion Group held on Mondays fortnightly at 3.30 will resume again
after a summer break. The next meeting will be on Monday 3 rd September at 3.30 by
kind permission of Diane and David Plummer and led by Reverend Norman Jones. For
further details contact Sue 273207.
Rakes, brooms and spades to the ready for the Annual Churchyard clearance which will
take place on Saturday 13th October at 10am. Do come along and help to prepare the
churchyard for winter. Refreshments will be available.
All our congratulations and much luck and happiness to Sarah and Mark Pankhurst who
th
were married in St Mary’s on Saturday 14 July.
Rector Ian Hill is away on sabbatical until the end of August and we hope his trip is
going well. Our thanks to all who have led services during Ian’s absence. All thanks to
everyone the village for their continuing support with the Church.
St Mary the Virgin PCC

1914 – 1918
100 years ago the guns fell silent on the world’s first truly global war.
The Royal British Legion would like everyone to think about all of
those who lived through this tragic and remarkable time - and who
put Britain on the path to becoming what it is today. It’s time to say
Thank You for all they did for us.
As well as the names inscribed on war memorials across the land that we stand in silent
tribute to on Remembrance Sunday each year, The Royal British Legion want us to say
thank you to everyone who lived through the First World War and helped shape the
world we know today:
The Armed Forces: At the end of WW1, four million soldiers returned home to find a
shortage of housing and jobs, and a struggling economy. Despite this they brought the
same resolve to peace that they had shown in war, helping to rebuild Britain.
Women: Women played a huge role in WW1 and this helped to change the role of
women in Britain. Their vital role in supporting the war effort meant that many more
women worked in jobs outside the home.
Children: More than 340,000 children lost a parent and countless more lost brothers
and uncles in WW1. Despite this trauma, children played a vital role in the war effort.
You will see and hear a lot more about the ‘Thank You’ campaign as we get nearer to
Remembrance Sunday, but one of the most memorable events will be held on
November 11th 2018 when 10,000 descendants, family members and other members of
the public have been invited to take part in ‘A Nation’s Thank you - The People’s
Procession’ at the Cenotaph in London - and at exactly the same time bells will ring out
across the world to mark the centenary of the Armistice.
I am fortunate to have been invited to take part in the procession. It is an enormous
honour to have been invited although the day will be tinged with a little sadness since,
for the first time in many years, I will not be able to participate in Remembrance Day in
Westmill and Buntingford. I will, however, get an opportunity to lay a wreath at the
Cenotaph in memory of all those from Westmill that lived and died during the ‘Great
War’.
I very much look forward to writing a small report of my experience of the day in the
December edition of the Newsletter.
Nigel Leaney

Westmill Walkers - Anxieties of a Westmill Walkers Leader
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

Anxiously waiting, feeling ’a Billy no mates’, on a deserted Westmill village green for
non-existent walkers worrying that itinerary had been screwed up?
Being outdone by another walker wearing a considerably brighter hi viz jacket.
Mutinous refusal to cross a slightly muddy field resulting in a tedious detour.
Getting lost due to missing essential landmark haystack.
Setting pace for slowest walker only to realise you are that person.
Finding eagerly anticipated and promised café/pub closed.
Sensing stifled sniggering at recently purchased stylish Primark anorak.
Falling in ditch whilst scrutinising compass.
Being upstaged by someone producing a GPS whilst struggling with a wind battered
map.
Congratulating everyone on completing a 5 mile walk to be contradicted by a smart
Alec, brandishing a stepometer, that only 4.89 miles had actually been achieved.
Finally, having to write this bit of nonsense as no walk to report on.

Remember, any aspiring leader must respect and adhere to the 7 P’s :Proper Planning & Preparation Prevents P_ _ _ Poor Performance (Old Military Maxim)
Next walk, meet on village green on Saturday 15th September @ 10-30am.
Please check email/notice board for confirmation.

Everybody very welcome.

KEEP WALKING! - Owen

FRIENDS OF WESTMILL CHURCH
The village lottery continues to provide valuable funds to allow the Trustees to help with the
maintenance of the Church.
This year F.O.W.C. has funded the following projects:1) Repairs and strengthening the corner of the Church wall leading to “Shooters”
2) Restoration of a leaded window in the south chancel
3) A contribution of £2000 towards numerous internal and external masonry repairs
identified in the last quinquennial report. They were also successful in obtaining a
grant of £1000 towards these costs.
Many thanks to all our regular participants in the village lottery. Anyone wishing to support the
ongoing maintenance of the Church in this way and who would like to join can do so by
contacting Jan James on 01763 272217.

On Sunday 27th November 2016 after singing at
the Organ Recital arranged by Lucia Knight in
St Mary the Virgin Westmill to celebrate the
refurbishment of the organ, a seed of an idea was
sown. A dozen or so of us from local villages, choirs
or just drawn in by friends, had so enjoyed singing
together under the leadership of Chris Peirce and
Sarah Hill we just didn’t want to stop. Luckily for us
they both felt the same otherwise I wouldn’t be writing this now.
Not that we needed an excuse to continue singing together, nevertheless we did feel it
would be good to have a purpose and, regardless of which part of the benefice we each
lived in, which church or not that we attended or was our nearest, we all thought that
singing to raise funds for the three churches sounded like a good starting point. As
most of us were already involved with the choir formed each year to sing at Aspenden’s
beautiful Christmas candlelight service, we decided that we would regroup in the New
Year to discuss a plan of action; and at that first meeting, after some slightly dodgy
offerings as to what we should call ourselves, we took on board Sarah’s suggestion and
duly proclaimed ourselves to be The Mustard Seed Singers and booked our inaugural
concert for April 1st at St Peter’s Buntingford.
We’d given ourselves a mere eleven weeks to put together a Springtime Concert –
perhaps the date of April Fool’s could have been better chosen - but come up with a
concert we did! We were all so relieved that it was well received and raised over £600
for the Church. This was followed by a second concert which raised over £400 for St.
Mary’s Aspenden and our most recent concert achieved a staggering £2,000 for St
Mary’s Westmill. General feedback is that we’re going from strength to strength and
certainly we feel our confidence is growing as we tackle challenging and sometimes
quite unexpected suggestions that Chris puts forward. This might include his own
arrangement of a known piece, something completely new and utterly amazing that he
has written or occasionally something that receives the initial reaction of “he’s got be
joking” until we start rehearsing and realise that he’s come up with a winner. Well, we
want to continue surprising and entertaining our growing fan base and the surprise has
to start somewhere!
We played a key part in the “Celebration of Music” in Buntingford which saw two
charities receiving £1,000 each but despite the serious aspect of fund raising, the main
ingredient of all our concerts and rehearsals is that of cake...... did I say cake? I meant
to say fun. Well both actually! Soon we will be “going back to our roots” and begin
practicing for the Christmas Candlelight Service at Aspenden with our next TMSS
concert planned for Spring 2019 – rest assured it will contain an exciting mix of
favourites and brand new pieces; something for everyone to enjoy, so watch this space
and do try and come along.
In the meantime some of us will be joining forces with other singing friends under the
name of “The Buskers” and we’ll be at the Car Show outside St Peter’s on the
1st September. In the run up to Christmas we’ll be fund raising for a charity (yet to be
chosen) singing carols and festive songs in the High Street and I’m sure we’ll be singing
with everyone at the Lights of Love Service in Market Hill. A lot of our repertoire is
acapella and harmonies so being able to hold a tune is a “must have” and amidst all the
fun we do put in a serious amount of hard work. If all this sounds appealing and you
think you might like to join us please give me, Jan, a call on 01763 272217 and I’ll be
happy to answer any questions you might have.

‘A CELEBRATION OF MUSIC' IN BUNTINGFORD
In this part of Hertfordshire we have more than a few different types of choirs
and arrangers of musical festivals, so our concerts in St Peter’s and St Richard’s
were always going to clash with something - but no matter! Wherever and
whatever musical event people might have been attending over the weekend of
30th June/1st July how lucky we were to have had such a wonderfully diverse
choice on our doorstep.
Our concerts were raising money for two “low profile” charities: 'The Cambridge
Centre for Brain Repair' at Addenbrookes and ‘HoverAid’ currently working in
Madagascar.
With our grateful thanks to everyone who participated,
attended, donated, sponsored or supported by
advertising in our programme, we were able to give
£1,000 to each of these life changing charities.
Di Bowtell & Jan James

CHURCH YARD MOWER APPEAL
Grateful thanks to those of you who kindly made
donations towards our lawn mower appeal.
Our faithful 20 year old mower finally gave up
cutting at the beginning of this season. We were
unable to obtain spare parts.
Through the generosity of a number of people
we have been able to buy new machinery but
have had to borrow a small figure from another account to finalise the deal.
If you would like to make a donation to this appeal so that we are able to repay the
debt we would be very grateful. Cheques made payable to St. Mary the Virgin Westmill
and given to Mrs. Rita Pickup. Please and thank you.
Our grass cutting team is in need of a few more
volunteers. We work a rota system and each
volunteer is asked to spend about an hour once
every six weeks. We start cutting in mid March
and end in mid October. The machinery,
petrol, oil etc. are all provided by the Church.
If you would be prepared to join our team please contact:Sextons Owen King and Winston Pickup or Michael Thody Fund Raising

WESTMILL PARISH COUNCIL
Hi-Speed Broadband – WPC have been having discussions with BT/Openreach over several
months regarding the availability of an improved broadband service for Westmill.
The BT cabinet has been installed at the bottom of Cherry Green Lane and both the existing
copper cables along with new fibre cabling has been connected coming from the Buntingford
exchange. This is now in the process of being tested after which the cabinet will be
commissioned for use. Openreach will then advise the various telecom providers (BT, Virgin,
TalkTalk, Sky, etc), that a hi-speed broadband service is now available.
The Telecom companies should then inform their respective customers of its availability,
together with their charges, for subscribers to upgrade to the faster broadband service should
they wish. We understand from Openreach that customers not opting to upgrade to the new
fibre service will not experience any improvement to their present broadband service.
Openreach still has to carry out the installation of fibre to Cherry Green which is expected to be
in the next few weeks.
Bridge Repairs – Repairs to the bridge on the southern exit from the village were scheduled for
July but unfortunately these have now been deferred until September. At the time of writing
works are in progress to the bridge on the northern exit with completion expected by the end
of August when the currently “closed road” will be reopened.
New drainage has been installed by HCC Highways at the bottom of Cherry Green Lane to
capture the rainwater flow before it tracks down Aspenden Road then onto the village green;
there are now a total of five drains at the bottom of Cherry Green Lane. However, we will
monitor the situation to see if this resolves the excessive volume of water that we have
experienced flowing around the village green.
Defibrillator – there have been some reports in the press that in some areas the Emergency
Services are unaware where Defibrillators are located and available for use. Please be assured
that the Westmill Defibrillator – located in our old telephone kiosk by the village green – is
inspected weekly by a parish councillor and this is then confirmed on the Community Heartbeat
Trust’s Webnos system, so that the Ambulance Service are fully aware of its location and that it
is available for immediate action.
th

A report on the WPC meeting to be held in the Village hall on Tuesday 28 August 2018 at
7.30pm will be in the next Newsletter.
M McRae
Don’t
forget – clocks go back one hour at 2 a.m. on Sunday 28th October.



The main reason for first turning the clocks back in 1916 was to make the most of the daylight available in the
summer. Another argument, however, was that the different hours would affect the amount of domestic coal
usage, thereby increasing the supplies available for manufacture and for supporting WWI.

Daylight Savings Time was first satirically proposed by Benjamin Franklin in a letter he
addressed to Parisians in 1784. His argument was that more daylight would mean people
wouldn’t waste candles by having to burn them for longer.

WESTMILL AFTERNOON TEA PARTY – 28TH June 2018
Despite worries about having to compete with the World Cup the
Westmill Afternoon Teas was a big success. Held in the beautiful village
garden of Jenny Marsh, our very kind hostess, the roses were in full
bloom and the atmosphere was that a quintessential afternoon in lovely
surroundings.
The ladies worked so hard behind the scene
making gallons of tea accompanied by a
variety of homemade cakes. All thanks
to those who made and brought along all
the wonderful cakes.
Michael Thody very kindly loaned us his
marquee which was much appreciated
especially with the weather being so hot. Many thanks to those
who erected and dismantled it.
We also had a book stall, bric a brac stall and a raffle with
numerous prizes and music was very kindly provided by
Richard.
The total amount raised of £450.00 is going to the Church
Facilities Fund and the Parkinson’s Society.
There are so many people to thank who made the
afternoon such a success. A huge thank you to Jenny,
without her beautiful garden the event would not have
been possible, to David, Helen, Rita and David.
Most importantly a big thank you to all who came along and supported the Teas.
Sue and Diane

WESTMILL EVENTS
On Sunday 16th September the Westmill Events Committee are hoping to see out the
last of the summer in a relaxed community picnic.
We are planning games, entertainment and already have the Westmill playground
booked and the marquee hired.
All you have to do is watch for the fliers that will come out in early September and lay
in a few provisions that we can share as a community. Make a plate of sandwiches,
bake a cake bring a family pack of crisps or your
signature salad. Knock up your neighbours who
you never talk to and drag them along.
If you have any suggestions for doing or
cooking or helping with something, or just
want to ask a question just email me.
Oh, by the way, it's free!
Richard
the.difference@btinternet.com

The Guild of St George sends its best wishes to its tenants and to all the residents of
the beautiful village of Westmill. We hope you have enjoyed this extraordinary summer
and your gardens have survived!
Could we remind you about the exhibition we are helping to put on in London at 2
Temple Place running between 26 January and 28th April 2019 - current working title
John Ruskin: The Art of Seeing. Why not drop in if you're in the city?"

T & M GREG TRUST
Village Hall – the trustees have recently installed additional emergency lighting to the rear of
the hall and upgraded the interior illuminated ‘EXIT’ signs along with producing revised Health
and Safety procedures to meet current legislation. This included a comprehensive electrical
inspection with a five year certification.
Children’s Playground – The trustees are pleased to report that we have again received a ‘Low
Risk’ status at the annual independent inspection carried out in June for this village facility.
We currently have one small allotment available. If anyone is interested please contact the
trustees on 07788 721789, or email:- trustees@tmgt.uk
The Greg Trust Trustees and Directors of the Guild of St George met together in the City in
June, with the objective for these two charities to work more closely together on some
common issues in respect of Westmill. Both charities are responsible for managing properties
and plots of land donated to the village by Mary Hope Greg for the benefit of Westmill
residents.
M McRae

ST MARY THE VIRGIN, WESTMILL
HOLY COMMUNION WITH HARVEST FESTIVAL
SUNDAY 14TH OCTOBER AT 9.30 A.M.
Any donations of packs, bottles, boxes
of non perishable goods all very welcome which
will be taken up to the Buntingford Food Bank.
Please put donations in the box provided at the
back of the Church or bring along on the Sunday.
Thank you very much.

Local Honey
for Sale
£4 for 12oz Jar
Contact Bryan
01763 273493

Ideal for garden parties or events
when weather conditions might
be a worry, you can hire this
splendid marquee for a nominal
charge. It will hold 40-60 people.
Enquiries to: 07791 491293

Raw, natural, local honey. Bees are
managed ethically and only excess
honey extracted

VILLAGE HALL
The Greg Trust hires out the hall
which is especially suitable for
daytime gatherings &
children's parties.
All enquiries to:
Mike McRae 272147
or email mjsmcrae@aol.com

Support our dairy herds and if you’re
keen to help the environment too it can
be delivered in glass bottles!

Mobile: 07734775358
Email: timdavisdairies@gmail.com

VILLAGE LOTTERY - BE IN IT TO WIN IT!
Since it started a minimum of £100 every month comes out in prize money with winners of £50, £30,
£20 and the occasional £10. Friends of Westmill Church benefit - receiving an equivalent amount
each month which helps maintain the fabric of St Mary the Virgin. Ring Jan on 272217 to join.

Thanks to Matt of FINGERPRINTS DESIGN who affords us
“mates rates” for printing the newsletter.
Pimlico House, Gascoyne Way Hertford Herts. SG13 8EA
(01992) 581302 print@fingerprintsdesign.co.uk

Thanks
Westmill
have
for the
Thanks
to Matt of to
Fingerprints
Design Events
who affords who
us “mates
rates” paid
printing the
newsletter.
printing of this issue ofWestmill Village News.
Thanks as well to all those who contribute.

FREE RANGE
EGGS £1.00
per half dozen.
Will deliver in
Westmill village.

01763 272516

Logs cut to size and
delivered to your home.
Mr J Moule
01763 272516
07813 249778

Church Services
September, October and
November 2018

Sunday 2nd September

9.30 Morning Worship

Sunday 9th September

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 16th September NO SERVICE (9.30 Holy Communion at St Mary’s Aspenden and
11am Communion Service at St Peter’s Buntingford)
Sunday 23rd September

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 30th September

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 7th October

9.30 Morning Worship

Sunday 14th October

9.30 Holy Communion with Harvest Festival

Sunday 21st October

NO SERVICE (9.30 Holy Communion at St
Mary’s Aspenden and 11am Communion Service at St
Peter’s Buntingford)

Sunday 28th October
Clocks Change

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 4th November

9.30 Morning Worship

Sunday 11th November

9.30 Holy Communion

Sunday 18th November

NO SERVICE (9.30 Holy Communion at St
Mary’s Aspenden and 11am Communion Service at St
Peter’s Buntingford)

Sunday 25th November

9.30 Holy Communion

ALL VERY WELCOME TO JOIN US FOR WORSHIP
AND COFFEE AND CHAT AFTERWARDS

